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PREFACE 


In 25 years of his stormy and dj namic career as a 
journalist, Mr Baburao Patel editor of fllmindia" 
must have written well over ten million words on 
various subjects. 

Known all over the world as one of the best film 
critics of the day his Editor s Mail in “filmindia' 
in which section he answers thousands of questions 
from readers everj year provides a unique treasure 
of wise and witty comment on various subjects like 
life, love men women, philosophy religion, art, 
beauty marriage, sex jouth, politics etc. 

In a periodical like filmindia primarily devoted 
to the intelligent criticism of the film as a new form 
of art and social purpose all this treasure of wit and 
wisdom would have been lost, had it not been collected 
and classified In a book like the present one 

We have been wanting to do this for a long time 
but like every scholar and recluse, Mr Patel himself 
proved unco-operative and would not for a long time 
even hear of publishing what he termed as old writ- 
ings We are iowever grateful to him for not 
stopping his talented wife from compiling and 
editing his old writings when we requested Mrs. 
Sushila Rani Patel to do so 
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The immense volume of matenal and the versati- 
lity of the wnter made the woik of compiling and 
editing extremely difficult and yet we feel that no one 
but Mrs Su^hila Ram Patel could have done this 30b 
better, knowing as she did the mind and mood of her 
versatile husband through long association as a 
companion and secretary 

And yet we shall gratefully welcome all construc- 
tive suggestions to impiove the scope and contents 
of the piesent book with a view to mcorpoiate such 
suggestions m the subsequent editions 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 


Born in Maswan a village 70 miles from Bombay 
on the 4th of April 1904 Baburao Patel belongs to 
the Banjara community of agriculturists- His father 
Mr P V Patel was the first to leave the village in 
search of education and adventure. Through strug 
gles and hard wbrk, he soon became a lawyer and is 
considered toda> a brilliant and successful Advocate 
of the Bombay High Court 

Baburao Patel seems to have inherited the brilliance 
of his father in logic and rhetoric, for after a scrappy 
academical training he took up journalism as a pro- 
fession and made his mark in it right from the begin 
ning Adopting the film as his specialized field of 
work, he soon became the foremost film critic of India 
and is today considered the father of film journalism 
In the country His witty comments and at times 
scathing criticisms have been regularly reproduced 
by leading newspapers and periodicals all over the 
world. Hla magazine the fllmindia has been des- 
cribed as, the most exciting film paper in the world — • 
with an enviable degree of frankness and gaiety in 
journalism which conveys a warm sense of contact to 
readers in other countries, by no less a person than 
Mr John Grierson, the father of the British docu 
mentary films 
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Baburao Patel has wntten photoplays, dnected and 
produced seveial films and distributed them He went 
on a woild torn m 1939 and deliveied a series of lec- 
tures on India and her ancient cultuie m Europe and 
America His crusade against anti-Indian films 
produced by foieigners stopped fuither pictures 
vilifying India His ceaseless campaign against bad 
pictures produced m India led to a new pioduction 
code with strict restuctions m film censoiship 

A devoted student of histoiy and hteratuie Babu- 
rao Patel’s approach to life is yet piactical and 
veisatile as will be seen fiom the contents of this 
book 
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LOVE 


Is love-sickness something like sea-sickness t 

Oh, no there la a lot of difference. In sea 
sickness you vomit-in the other one you swallow- 
anything 

What do you thtnk of a kiss? 

A resting stone on the ever trembling journey of 
desire. It is at once a breather and a teaser 

Which stage of love is most enjoyable? 

Tho stage where the play is enacted without an 
audience. 

Please tel l me which is the heart beat’ among the 
following -a kiss on the lips , a kiss on the cheek o 
hiss on the hand a kies on the neck and a kiss on the 
forehead ? 

If the hearts are In tune a kiss in the air can 
produce thunder Inside. 

What is the climax of love? 

A quarrel and the kiss is its anti-climax. 

What is platonic love? Is it play fbr him and tonic 
for her? 

It Is pickle for him and tickle for her 
1 
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What is puppy love 9 
Love that doesn’t bring pups home 

What would you say if an old man falls in love with 
an old woman 7 

An old corny foot is happier in an old loose shoe. 

What is love ? Is it an ait or an instinct ? 

It is an impulse at its birth, an emotion m its 
youth and an ache m its old age. 

Can love sickness be cmed ? 

Love is an infectious disease and though one 
might be vaccinated several times, there is always 
the danger of getting a mild attack if the germ is 
powerful 

Which is more embai ? assmg kissing a miss or 
missing a kiss and why ? 

Kissing a miss is sometimes embarrassing to the 
miss But missing a lass is a crime 

What is the diffeience between love and romance ? 
Love is the liquor, romance is its effervescence 

What does a heait-tlnob signify ? 

An attractive woman within 100 yards. 

Can a man be happy when he falls in love with a 
girl ? 

Falling is risky. If he slides m gradually he has 
a better chance 

If love is blind what are lovers ? 

Blind beggais with hearts as bowls 
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Were the germs of love t n the widest sense of the 
term present m Adam and Eve as well? Can they 
be called originators of love. ? 

Adam and Eve didn t have to profess love, th°y 
practised It having no competition 

Does love making require study or experience? 

It requires only a raw heart -which heats up like 
an electric stove no sooner you switch on emotions 

Is love making an act or an art? 

It is essentially an emotion In which there Is both 
art and act. 

What is platonic love ? 

It Is a rehearsal with wrong lines for the right 
act at the end. 

How many kinds of kisses are there 7 

Every love has a kiss of its own In addition to 
the conventional ones which are wasted on railway 
stations or given to the brides by the best men. 

Who excels in love a mother or a wife? 

Love runs in the direction of milk. 

How would you like to be always tn love and not 
marry at all? Wouldn t it be great fun? 

That would be constant roasting without ever 
getting ready for the table. 

What w the capacity of love T 
Heartful Inside, brimful in the eye and harmful 
to the puree. 

How do you differentiate between calf love and adult 
love? 
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In calf love there is plenty of noise and giggling. 
Adult” love has poise and dignity. The first one is 
a nuisance to the neighbours, the second one an 
assurance 

What is a sivcet kiss 7 
A violent provocation* 

Why do young men portray their so-called love the 
arm i ound-the-waist way 7 

The waist is a ticklish spot and love is a ticklish 
emotion 

What is the food of love? 

Love is a glutton and needs a constant meal of 
selfless devotion and seivice 

How to demonstiate a pet feet hiss ? 

By delivering it m secrecy. 

Please tell m plain woids, what is meant by ‘ love 
at first sight ’ 7 

Desire, first and last. 

Is kissing an art or a craft ? 

Kissing is an emotional breather. Turning it into 
an art or a craft would turn men into gigolos 

What aie the uses and abuses of love 7 

The use of love is marriage and the abuse is 
divorce 

What is the difference between a woman’s love and 
a man’s love 7 

A woman’s love brings crying cradles to a home. 
A man’s love builds a roof over them 

What is the twentieth century meaning of love 7 
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A fashionable argument for an old fashioned 
purpose 

Which is preferable love at first sight or gradual 
growth of love f 

Love is a lightning that strikes, not a tumour 
that grows. 

Why is honeymoon’ so called? 

Because the moon drops honey on the lips of the 
lovers when they meet 

What is the perfect dose of love to be taken at a 
tune f 

Love is one potion you can t drink too much of 
Let the heart overflow with it and there will always 
be enough for every thirst or malady 

Do sweet kisses sent through love letters remain 
street for ever f 

They are hygienic anyway 

Is love a remedy or a malady f 

A malady requiring Its own virus as a remedy 

Is death possible from love-sickness T 
Not without the help of a good dose of opium. 

What t s the taste of love f > 

Pleasant If the tongue is not coated with passion 

Which t s easier to live or to die for love? 

Dying is a matter of a moment while living is a 
struggle of years. Which is a better tribute to the 
beloved? 
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1 How is it that a gill always prefers to talk to the 
man she loves in occlusion while in the presence of 
others she avoids him 7 

Love is a lonesome game and not a foursome 
affair 

Is platonic love also prompted by the sex inge 7 
Platonic love is the first shiver of sex 

Why do loveis picfei dim light to a bnght one 7 

People who indulge m a blind luxury need 
darkness to thrive 

When both know then love foi each othei , who 
should be the fust to move in the mattci 7 
The one m a hunv’ 

Tell me the taste of a stolen kiss ? 

If it is a sample of the futuie consignment it has 
a fragrance of love but if it is a blackmarket job 
it has the sour smell of desire 

Is kissing an art 7 

If it succeeds m its puipose 

Why do lovers choose gaidens as meeting places 9 

Because the trees around are dumb and can't 
sneak 

What is the difference between a hug and 
a squeeze 2 

The first is a general gesture, the second a 
personal one 

In my case, a smile of a college girl means a hole 
M my purse r 

In your father’s purse, you mean 
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How is one to know tf one ts really in love f 

Take a thousand mile railway ticket and stay 
out for a month. If there is no tick tick Inside, 
there la no lover outside. 

What is the difference between a slap of love and a 
slap of anger f 

Love gives a pat and not a slap 

What is the difference between love at first sight 
and love at second sight T 

At first sight infatuation, at second sight 
deliberation. 

When ts love loveliest T 
When it is just love — without any strings. 

What happens when a college girl falls in love with 
a married man or mce versa? 

The college looks like a Montessori class to the 
girl and the home becomes a boarding house to the 
man. 

Which ts the lovers tryst tn Bombay T 
In olden times they went to the gardens and took 
fragrance from the flowers to woo their sweet- 
hearts. Nowadays lovers buy a bottle of perfume 
and go to a Municipal refuse dump to make the 
night more dark and lonely 

Has heart got age f rT ' 

In its ache is hidden its age. 

Can a man loos God without courting a woman? 

He can also do It while courting one. 
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What must a gul do when hei lovci threatens to 
commit suicide every now and then 9 

Give him a chance once The every-now-and- 
then vaiiety of romantic blackmailers live up to an 
old age 

What does love mean to Cupid 9 
A jest for his airow 

When I kiss my husband, he says 1 sound hhc tt 
vacuum cleanei How can I icchfy this 7 

Ask him to kiss you 

What aie we to do with old love letters 7 

Destroy them at first sight Old love letters 
contain a conscience which has giown "whiskers — 
too uncomfortable for piesent purposes 

C 

What would happen if kisses weie to leave seals' 7 
Lips would be fitted with lubber msulatois 

Which is of a moi e enduring natui e sex love or 
mother love 7 

Sex love is the paient of mother love When sex 
takes the shape of mother, love becomes timeless 

How many stages are theie m love 7 

Rash, temperature and death, meaning meeting, 
courting and mating 

‘ Love is a pait of wisdom \ Comment 
Wisdom for the onlooker 

What is the taste of a kiss? 

A kiss takes its flavour from the quality of the 
heart 



Is love sioect or sourt 

Depends on what you bite. 

Can a woman love two men? 

Yea, her father and her husband and three if you 
put the brother in. 

Would you care to let me know the ways of trap- 
ping a girl? 

To the fishing rod of your character, fix the bait 
of sincere love and see If you get a bite. 

What is the difference between a ividow’s love and 
a maiden 8? 

A maidens love is warm and emotional, tho 
widow's should be hot and synthetic. The first 
should thnll, the second should satisfy Love itself 
is a maiden emotion. 

What te the best season to make lovef 
When there is blossom in the heart and spring in 
the feet 

Why do some lovers seek ancient rums as the best 
place for wooing? 

Perhaps in tho ruins they see tho future shape 
of their love. The lover is a sadist who bleeds the 
heart to give tho tears more taste. 

Bow should one combat disappointment in love by 
violence or non violence f 

Love is a game of emotions and emotions are 
rarely non violent 

Is there any piece of literature which can satisfy 
ft man who is reaUy tn love? 

Love needs only the beloved for Braille reading 
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Why do we dislike the exhibition of love in public 
pai Jcs 2 

Love lias to.be stolen to be lomantic. Romance 
is not a cncus turn for the gallery 

Why aie loveis so blind 2 

Desire is a cataiact which only saints can remove 
and not suigeons 

If kiss, accoidmg to you, is a ‘Testing stone on the 
evei-ti cmbhng joimiey of desne’, what is embrace 9 

Half-way house 1 

When does Cupid become a villain 2 

When his shafts hurt and turn dreams into 
mghtmaies. 

Love is independent of caste, ciecd and colour 
Why 2 

Because it is tied to the apion stiings of sex. 

Should I see the To,] Mahal only in the company of 
my beloved 2 

The Taj Mahal is a symbol of a royal lover’s 
fanaticism in love It is a ' monument of selfish 
love to build which thousands sweated day and 
night for years Though beautiful m architecture, 
there is nothing ennobling about it seeing that a 
crazy king immortalized his bed of pleasure by a 
mausoleum m marble. 

Is the intimacy of a male teacher and a female 
pupil dangerous 2 

Not if it leads to matrimony. 

If love is a priceless blessing, what is passion ? 

Its effervescence 
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As 1 have been jUted very cruelly tti love once 1 
intend remaining a spxnster What is your advice f 
No man in the world Is worth a life-time of 
splnsterhood. One jilt calls for another Forget 
the cad and marrj someone who will help you to 
build your future. The first jilt is always a good 
jolt to wake up the fighting spirit in a woman. And 
when a woman fights back she ends by building a 
home. Tho jilts and jolts of life should push you 
forward and not pull you back. For ahead round 
tho corner is the proverbial life which tho world 
ia trying to live. 

What ts the difference between love tn olden times 
and love m present times t 

In olden times lovo sighed and often died in its 
cloisters. In the present days love spits and is 
often coughed out on benches. 

Why do people love when they knoio that loves 
ultimutc result t s often separation t 

One can t be all wise about love. Love is a 
spontaneous emotion which comes straight from 
the heart and suiTors no limitations of thought. Its 
n flame that burns while it warms. And the 
ultimate separation ia an inherent aspect of it 
seeing that what burns must destroy one day 
Nevertheless, love often provides a strong incentive 
to human beings to raise themselves to spiritual 
heights of nobility and sacrifice. When separation 
comes, as some daj it must, it brings In its wake 
an agonising ache of memory which while it hurts 
strangely enough also soothes the heart Only In 
one human emotion, love, is embedded both the ache 
and the soothe at once. 
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Do you thmlc that love is an essential tinny in life? 

Love is needed eveiy mmute Sometimes, one 
chews the bitter part— the jealousy end — and life 
becomes miserable foi a time But all told it is a 
glowing emotion which waims and mspnes one to 
action. 

How long docs a lomance usually last ? 

Romance is the symphony of two souls m ecstasy. 
When you hear a note of discord, the players arc 
banging the wiong key. 

What is the definition of love 7 

Love is an emotional ecstasy which often dis- 
solves itself m tears 

Is deep affection diffeient from love 7 

In affection theie is leason and often a motive 
while love is wild and unreasonable Love is a 
volcano ^hile affection is only a heater. Lovers die 
while affectionate people live to tell the story. 

If ‘God is Love * and 'Love is blind’, what is Satan 7 
» “Love with Sight”. 

Why do lovers usually choose gardens for their 
meeting places ? 

Probably to steal from the flowers the fragrance 
which is missing in them 

If a girl loves one person but is engaged to another, 
what should she do ? 

Elope with the one she loves That is a better 
risk 

t 

What is the relation between love and personality ? 
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Personality ts the altar and love is the Incense 
burnt at it. 

The course of true love never runs smooth Why? 

The lovers have parents whose eyes are blinded 
by the ashes of their own romance. 

When love w denied wluxt should one do? 

Steal it 

What are heaven and heU t» the realm of love? 
Merely different hues of emotional 

What is the difference between a lover of the 20th 
century and one of the 18th century? 

No difference! Lovers are as idiotic today as 
they used to be them 

How is love measured? 

Different days, different ways! In old times 
lovers died for each other and gave the world the 
exact measure of their love. In present times, the 
system of reckoning keeps constantly changing You 
have to count the cinema Bhows jointly attended 
to harness the darkness to give some sunshine to 
puppy love. You must ask the moon for an inven 
tory of what was seen from above in- dark spots, 
garden seats, country lanes motor cars etc. You 
must read the tell-tale faces of the parents of both 
the parties Their pathetic helplessness betrays 
the agony of an age. You must observe the hands 
of the Romeos to see if their fingers are tough and 
if there are corns on their palms to find out whether 
they have been massaging the legs of the Juliets. 
This is a favourite pastime of lovers these days. 
Working girls have young vagabonds from rich 
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families waiting m the sun m the afternoons on 
pavements with packets of sandwiches under their 
arms to step imntly into a restaurant and break 
the bread together And last but not the least, 
count the perfumed letters exchanged between 
‘Romeos’ and 'Juliets’ to know the dividend modern 
love is going to pay 

What is mteiim love 9 

Love without law and order. 

What shovld a poison who ho s failed in a love affair 
do? 

Love again Love is a Robert Bruce story 

Are wooden bridges always neccssaiy for love- 
making 9 

They look picturesque and love making is a 
picturesque game 

What is the climax of love and what is its anti- 
climax 9 

Honeymoon is one end and the cradle is the 
other 

My heart is stolen, Mi Patel 9 

Good’ Don’t try to recover it You will be a 
happy man now 

What does love mean to a piostitute 9 
A mirage in an arid desert of lust 

Why do couples find the moonlight so vitally 
important for their purposes 9 

It has light that throws attractive shadows and 
gives romance a rainbow without sunlight 
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What -is the difference between the love of a 
spinster and that of a wife? 

The love of a wife is warm like a meal. That 
of the spinster is like the warmth of a blanket The 
first one enters the heart while the other warms 
up only the extremities 

Is kiss merely a teaser? 

Not always 1 It is often a courtesy 
Hate is like a loaded gun. What is love f 

A perfume spray! 

Do lovers sing duets whenever they meet tn life as 
is shoion on the screen f 

If they did crowds would throw pennies and love 
would come to an abrupt end. In life, lovers need 
whispers and not songB 

It x s better to have loved and lost What does it 
mean? 

It means just lost and not loved. There is no 
sense in pursuing a losing game. 

What ts it like when a long separated couple meets 
together? 

Time stopB and the world suddenly becomes too 
crowded. 

What happens when a lover kieses hxs beloved for 
the first time? 

The beloved starts believing him from that point 
onwards. 

Doss man love but once? Is it true that when 
death takes away from man his first love he never 
really loves again ? 
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Man never loves anything so deeply and so long, 
least of all a woman His very stiuggle for exist- 
ence through ages has made man an inconstant 
cieature of cncumstances To him the stiuggle of 
life is more important than any emotional indul- 
gence like love He has to live in a mess which we 
call the voild and he needs all ms wits all the while 
to do so with some measuie of success. To him 
love is a relaxation a spare time occupation at the 
most 

Solitude is bliss to loveis and thieves Why 7 
They can steal without being caught 

Is it the mental contact or the physical contact of 
the lovers that makes then love glow bughtly 7 

One without the other is like a wick without its 
flame Love must be lit up to give warmth 

What is the beginning and end of love 7 
Love begins with a mist and ends with a tear. 

Why is love like a black maiket aiticle with all its 
tiansactions carried out humedly and secietly away 
from the rest of the woild 7 

Love can never be a black market transaction, 
though it often needs stealth and darkness, for the 
very simple leason that its profits come crying 
overground. 

Does devotion pay one in the long run m modem 
times ? 

Devotion is an incense at the altar of love. It 
gives love a fragrance which even the gods love. 

Can love be burnt ? 
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Love can be turned to ashes with the fire of 
jealousy 

What is the difference between love and attach 
mentf 

What you give to the dog Is attachment but what 
you shower on a cat Is love. There Is a cat and 
dog difference between the two these days. 

When does love become a monotony f 
Marriage is love s monotony 

1 8 love a mans habit or is xt only a sentiment f 
Love is a man s argument, a woman s illusion and 
a poet’s theme. 

What is the definition of a kiss f 
It is whispering conspiracy between two pairs 
of lips 

Why do lovers prefer moonlight for their honey 
moon T 

In the moonbeams are the dew drops of romance 
which while they cool the furnace yet feed the 
flame. 

Passion is likened to a flame WhyT 
It burns both the wick and the wicked. 

When one falls in love tenth a fiery and beautiful 
girl can he be happy f 

If he is a baker b> profession. Are won t scare 
him 

When tfie moon is almost gone how do the lovers 
fecit 
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With the last moonbeams goes the final vestige 
of restraint and darkness soon lends lealism to 
romance 

Is theie anything special about a medico’s romance ? 

It ought to be aseptic at least if not actually- 
smelling of disinfectants 

What does romance mean to a widow ? 

Spring aftei a spell of winter 1 

I loved, laboured and now lost. What should I do 
now 2 

Begin the cycle all over again One day you 
will lose yourself and feel that you have won 

When is love’s laboui lost ? 

When the beloved usheis the still born 

Does a oomantic peison necessarily live in a dream 
world ? 

In a dream world there are no dinners Even 
romance needs two square meals a day to keep the 
hearts on fire continuously 

When does love become septic ? 

When mouths become foul and eyes look linger- 
ingly outside the window.' 

Does the so-called ‘pure love’ exist m this world ? 

Yes. You find it only m the wagging tail of a 
dog. 

What is love without sight 9 
Married love ! 
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Is marriage a leap in the dark f 

Oh no! No one stops married folks from using 
day light 

What is the aim of marriage m UjSjL Russia and 
India t 

The aim is fun. When they miss the aim, they 
get a cradle to carry Then it is no longer fun. 
It is the same in Iceland. 

Hoxo to choose a good husband t 

Tap the heart and the hubby will fall out like a 
chocolate from th? slot 

Which is more hateful a cot with bugs or a Ufe 
i oxth a nagging wife f 

The bug takes only a drop of blood while tho 
other one churns the entire blood bank. 

Is marriage quite necessary to become husband and 
tot fet 

Absolutely to practise as professionals in 
society 

Your theory that marriage is a mere convention 
compromises the sanctity of our social customs Pray 
how do you solemnise love I 
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By intense sincerity and absolute loyalty! Do 
you think that muttering priests can 30m human 
hearts 7 

When should a man mai ry ? 

When he is ready to contaminate the neighbour- 
hood. 

Does marriage make a man go ahead in life ? 

If multiplication is progress, he usually runs 
headlong 

Why do man led women ridicule spinsteis looking 
for husbands ? 

/ 

Spinsters are late-fee packets that miss the 
regular dealing It is the rush to catch the mail 
that excites ridicule Girls should marry at their 
most attractive age or drop the idea altogether 

What is the idea of playing music m a mainage? 

The tom-toms announce to the world the launch- 
ing of a new private enterprise. 

What do you think of husbands who have ‘ another 
establishment ’ ? 

Blackmarketing sex 1 

Is a husband the custodian of his wife’s soul? 

Not of her soul’ 

Don’t you believe m women being independent and 
working for a living or are you an advocate of 
marriage for women 2 

Marriage is also working for a living. Men 
haven’t begun feeding the women m bed yet. 

Why are some married women more immoral than 
virgins ? 
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Married women have licensed wombs, while 
virgins await social sanction 
Why do people wear wedding rings? 

It is a dog collar for the wedded — a proof of 
loyalty that rarelj exists. 

What is marriage f 

A public confession of a private profession. 

When exactly does a bed of roses turn into a bed 
of thorns f 

When romance sheds its rosy tint and starts 
crying in a crowded cradle. 

Can you give me one real argument for marriage 1 ? 
The woman you get. 

What should a husband do if his wife always Gets 
the last word in any argument? 

He should swallow the last word walk out to the 
garden and vomit It 

Is marriage only a personal affair or a social 
matter? 

A strictly personal affair after the ceremony 
Is love marriage a successful marriage f 

Yes 1 The lovers quarrel successfully and 
successively 

Is it safe to marry a divorced -woman ? 

Well, she can teach a few things to a new man. 
That’s a gain. 

What does a love marriage lead to? 

To a symphony of two ending in a chorus of 
little ones. 
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How long does the bride continue to be a bude and 
the biulegioom as a groom ? 

Till the constipation of the guests passes off. 

Should mauiage be ticated entiiely as a biological 
necessity? 

It can be a biological exti avagance. 

What sort of husbands are especially liked by 
obstinate wives and why ? 

Obstinate women like sparks out of life and for 
that if one is flint, the other must be steel 

For what particular design weie our mawnages 
intended ? 

Seeing the net lesults, it seems that they were 
intended only to contribute to our largest national 
asset — population 

Don't you think that numiage is a furnace where 
moi e heat is geneiated eveiy day ? 

I thought it was an oven from which little buns 
fell into the cradle 

Is it a sin to love a named woman? 

Then husbands would be sinners all their life 

When is a honeymoon actually over ? 

When the moon sets and the honey dries up 

If the bride and bndegioom home diffeient mother 
tongues, how happy will they be dimng their honey- 
moon nights ? 

Honeymoon days have nights of hurry Talking 
is a pastime of leisure and there is plenty -of time 
for it m married life when you can talk each other's 
ears off 
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How to 8 witch off an angry i oifct 

That depends on the reputation a man ha* built 
up for himself in the past. If he has been hen- 
pecked then ho should lie quiet like an egg If 
he has been a he-man there wont be an angr> 
wife 

When should hnc go for a second marriage f 
When one prefers the pinch of a now shoo to the 
comfort of the old one. 

Can you suggest the best way to control a male in 
the house t 

Let him run wild. He U get tired and sit down 

Can a man who marries a flirt be happy t 
If he knows how to flirt with his wife and keep 
her busy 

How to keep a husband at home f 

Tie him to the heart with strings of love 

What t s marriage without true love f 
Love or no love, marriage is still a two-in-one 
partnership for turning out children 

// marriages are performed in heaven ighat is the 
significance of their performance on earth t 

They are evidently arranged In heriven but per 
formed on earth otherwise the priests would be 
unemployed 

Is marriage a bed of roses t 

On the first night when they spread roses on the 
bed without the thorns. After that married 
people grow their own rosea and thorns. 
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When do love afjavs take the shape of marriage ? 

When love wants to ciy and grab the feeding 
bottle 

Is monogamy impossible ? 

It is legal, anyway. 

A lover once asked, “I neithei want to die nor want 
to live What should I do then”? Suggest what he 
should do ? 

He should marry That is the state of being the 
living dead 

Is the perfect husband one ibho never looks at other 
women 9 

And looks at his wife always 

Why do people in love often declare that they have 
a glimpse of heaven ? 

Because m wedlock they get too many glimpses 
of hell 

What do you think of mamage via the letter box ? 

Marriage is a gamble whether under the mistle- 
toe or through the mail box 

How should a newly mai ? icd bi ide call her 
husband ? 

She doesn’t need to call him It is difficult to 
keep him away m the early days 

How long does a man love his wife after the 
mamage ? 

Love gets its lease from the woman’s youth and 
wisdom 
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IP/zaf tempts educated girls fo an unsuitable 
mamaget 

The selfish instinct to own a bread winner and 
acquire easy security 

What is a child icifcf 
An earl> symptom of a future malady 

What is the difference between the Indian system 
of marriage and the English system of marrtagcf 
So long as tho purpose is the same the different 
systems don t matter 

Should one marry without a bank balance t 
Never! It is a double suicide. 

Arc husbands necessary t 

To the uneducated Indian girl brought up in old 
fashioned homes— yes. To the modern educated 
one — no. She needs a mate marriage or no marri 
age In India the word husband’ has been a 
symbol of womans bondage through ages And 
>et ervery woman needs a man — call him husband 
mate friend, pal or pet. 

Do you believe fn the stalled love marriages t 
I believe in love and in a love marriage or love 
without marriage. But In marriago alone I have 
no faith. 

Should love end in marriaget 
Love is a strange flame which needs all the free- 
doms to keep it burning In the four walls of a 
homo the flame often goes out and only tho sraok 
ing wick remains. 

What are your ideas about bigamy among men ? 
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I condemn bigamy m love foi I feel that the rela- 
tionship between a man and a woman should be 
emotionally honest 

Why docs a love man mg e appeal nwic in the new 
geneiation 9 

It provides a better chassis for life’s lugged 
travel 

What uccouhng io you is the best age foi marriage ? 

When eyes thnst and begin to look longingly at 
the neighbours window 

What is the action to be tuhen by husbands when 
then wives tale to hungci stiikcs 9 

Leave them alone They like a good meal 

Why do wedlocks in oin coimti u turn into dead- 
locks 9 

Because the partneis don’t take into their homes 
love-locks as mascots 

Does peipeiual contact lessen the love of tivo 
soids 9 

Not if both the paities add up only the good 
points of each othei 

At what stage of life does a wife love hci husband 
most 9 

When the mamage starts running up new liabi- 
lities m the ciadle 

What do you think of a husband socially stealing a 
kiss fiom his wife 9 

A good travellei who will reach his }ourney’s 
end with a smile 
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How should a husband remove the doubts of a pre 
rudiced imfet 

Wifehood Ib a prejudicial profession. Don t 
aggravate matters by trying to improve it 

What is your idea of a happy married lifet 
Life with some one who shares both the smiles 
and the sighs 

How to choose a good wife f 
It is a blind gamble which needs luck. 

Having a beautiful wife is a sign of danger ahead 
Do you agree with this ? 

Nol If the woman is good and the neighbours 
are not bad, a beautiful wife becomes a delightful 
companion. Marriage needs good neighbours to 
be happy 

A husband wants everything to be done by his wife 
Only then he is pleased. Why? 

A wife is not so much a woman as a habit and 
a habit Is second nature. 

Do you like union by CxvU Marriage or the Vedio 
way ? 

In the Civil Marriage are sown together the seeds 
of both unity and separation. Very often it is like 
planting one tree and gathering the fruit of 
altogether another The Vedic marriage is a bond 
of eternal unity meant for a life-time of love and 
happiness. 

^What change does marriage bring over a person? 

It brings the future much nearer than ever 
before. 
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How is it that a woman worries about the future 
until she gets a husband 7 

He takes up from wheie she leaves and carries 
the worry to the grave. 

How do you define the ‘pain of love ,? 

The dawn of motherhood! 

Does it pay foi a gnl to over-estimate her lover ? 

Marriage is a result of over-estimation and 
divorce a sequel of correct assessment. 

In England and Western count ncs, naves call their 
husbands by then names Why don't Indian women 
do the same ? 

In the West, women marry friends whom th^y 
know by name In the East, women marry 
strangers who step into the husband's profession 
without even a nod of consent from the wives 

Is divoice mimoial oi mere fun ? 

Divorce can’t be mere fun seeing that the other 
paity is seen m other arms soon after 

After youi marriage didn’t you go to Mahatmaji 
for blessings ? 

I went to my grocer to acquire his goodwill. 

How does a mothei feel when a child staits cmjing 
at dead of night 2 

She is afraid of waking up the brute by her side 

What to do if the wife’s tongue is as sharp as a 
knife # 

Make it cut the daily bread 
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If men marry because they are tired of fhrtxng and 
women because they are curious then why are they 
both disappointed tn the end? 

After courting and curiosity come the baby and 
the ‘bania — one crying for milk, the other crying 
for his bOL 

What happens when a young lady understands a 
young man t 

He holds the baby and she goes marketing 

Can a woman think hersel] noble enough when she 
t* married? 

Marriage lends status even to a harlot. 

When w a marriage said to be successful? 

When the wife doesn t wish to live a minute 
longer than her husband. 

What ta the most important factor of domestic 
happiness? 

Harmony In likes and dislikes. 

Diagnose and prescribe treatment for heart-ache? 

Marriage cures the ache. Children break the 
heart. 

What is the difference between a pet animal and 
a housewife? 

The pet listens and is loyal The other one nags 
and frets and fumes. 

How do you measure the beauty of your wife T 
By the smil e on her face and harmony in our 
home. 
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What light do the matrimonial advertisements 
throw on the state of society as such 9 

That there is hoarding m certain places and 
shortage m others and that the distribution is not 
well legulated 

Is mai nage a boon oi a cuise in these times 9 
It is a misfortune that hits you in the dark and 
mocks at you dui mg the day 

A girl has lefused at least four offeis of mairymq 
a man she does not care for She happens to be criti- 
cal Then may I know whether the one who marries 
he) will be the most fortunate 9 

A critical maiden makes a hyper-critical wife 
and that does not contribute to the good fortune 
of the man 

What is the real object of mainage 9 

In India it is mathematical — just simple multi- 
plication 

What is lomance without moonlight 9 
Married life 1 

What do the tears of a bride indicate 9 

Affection for the past and an appeal to the 
future 

What does marriage mean to a cynic 9 
Taking a partner m misery 

What advice ivould you give to a young couple ivho 
are planning to get married 9 I refer particularly to * 
their attitude towards each other 9 
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Love and trust each other and march arm In 
arm towards their destiny with a smile on their 
lips and caution in their steps. 

Why do educated men like to marry educated girls T 
Why not educated men marry uneducated girls and 
try to educate them t 

Marriage itself is a school in which men learn 
and there is no time to teach. 

A man aged Z5 loves a woman aged i5 Is it not 
true lovet 

If it is true today. Its truth will vanish gradually 
with jears. Twenty years later the difference 
between them will be a thousand years 

Why is a wife so particular about her wedding 
anniversary while the hubby is so forgetful about 
xtf 

To the wife a wedding anniversary is a celebra 
tion of her conquest. To the man, a memory of his 
Waterloo 

What is the most important event in a mans hfot 
Marriage I It turns his life inside out. 

What job would you suggest to a woman f 
Managing a man is a job of a life-time. 

Which is the best season for marriage f 

When desire is in blossom and dreams disturb 
sleep 

Too much friendship leads to quarrel Whyt 
When you come too close to anything you see 
the rough surface. That’s why most of the love 
marriages fail Marriages succeed only when both 
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the parties learn to love even the defects of each 
other 

What should a wife do if hei husband always 
cherishes the memory of the gnl he wanted to marry 9 

Be deaf and try her best to meet the idiot half- 
way 

After marriage, can the wife find out the past of 
hei husband 9 

If the man has a past he becomes a more inter- 
esting husband It is wiser to take the present 
dividend than draw on the old capital 

Which pioves moie irksome in the long run — an 
educated wife or an uneducated one 9 

There is some chance of teaching an educated 
wife but with an uneducated one, the husband has 
to do all the learning 

Why does a woman, once she gets marned, back 
her husband m pi eference to her pai ents, even 
against her better judgement 9 

To the married woman, the husband is all the 
future while the parents constitute the past It 
is wise to look ahead and back the man who is her 
destiny 

Is there any way to cure a love-sick man 9 

Marriage is a great cure-all It removes the 
tumour of love m a jiffy. 

If eveiy man mms after a beautiful girl what 
should an ugly lass do 9 

A woman is never so ugly as to be on the shelf 
" all her life Strangely enough, the ugly ducklings 
get manied more quickly than the beautiful dolls. 
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It is not an easy job to marry a beautiful girl 
Apart from being expensive marrying a beautiful 
girl is a severe responsibility , more so to a middle 
class man who has to live in the midst of neigh 
hours. Beauty in woman is a liability on man. 
Ugly women need not be disheartened because man 
primarily marries sex. Other considerations come 
later Beauty is the luxury of the elite who can 
afford it 

Is marriage the end of a mans i comes? 

Marriage multiplies worries by the simple 
mathematical process of adding 

Some people say that a wife ts a knife to cut short 
one’s life f 

With a knife you can also spread butter on your 
bread. 

Would you please state the advantages of marry 
tug in the evening of ones life t 

Sometimes you can push tho night further bv 
stretching the evening a little more. 

What should a wife do if her husband loves another 
woman? 

That 1s the most trying situation in n woman s 
life when the heart aches, the eyes get inflamed 
and the tongue spoils for a fight A wise woman 
would forget her own feelings and give greater 
devotion to the man to brijig him back homo slowly 
but surely There Is an Atom Bomb in a woman s 
tongue and its atoms must not go flying nbout In 
such circumstances if the home is not to be another 
Hiroshima. 

When conjugal love fails is not divorce a blessing? 
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Divorce is an escape It would be a blessing 
only if both the parties got a bettei deal than the 
previous one 

Generally patents love only their first and lost 
bom children much bettei than the lest. Why 9 

Because they mark the beginning and the end 
of their joint career. 

What is the seciecy of maiiiage 9 

Except the tom-toms, everything is a secret 

What is the i ole of a wife in a man’s life 9 

She must grease the wheels to make it easier for 
the man to pull the cart 

Can you suggest any way of ti eating an unfaithful 
wife 9 

Divorce her and give her a chance to be faithful 
to the man she likes That would be reclaiming 
one woman 

My friend said that he was having a headache 
throughout his mainage ceremony Why 2 

Married life is one long migraine which only a 
funeral cures 

Should a blind man many 9 

Every man who marries is blind Faith m his 
wife robs him of his eyesight In marriage a blind 
man hasn’t therefore a greater disadvantage than 
the one with eyes 

What is platonic satisfaction in maimed life 9 
Holding the baby while the mother washes the 
linen. 

What do you mean by mat mage 9 
Legalized mating' 
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What is a perfect family quarrel? 

When words fill the stomachs and meals go 
begging 

11 hat alarms a husband most? 

A beautiful wife and a handsome friend 
What is married happiness? 

A p re-marital ambition and post marital mirage 

11 hen does marriage become a public affair? 

When the bugs from the bed travel to the 
neighbour’s chair 

How to hold a slippery husband? 

Let him run round the course. Liko a tired horao 
ho will ultimately return to the stable. Women logo 
their husbands in trying to hold them 

Why do girls marry men they don t love? 

In a conventional world love is atfll n black 
market commodity for which both men and women 
have to 1 ay heavily And all haven t the hearts 
to pay 

Can you suggest any remedy to get md of an 
illiterate wife f 

Educate y-ourself to the point of philosophy At 
that stage even an illiterate wife becomes one 
more book of life to read 

Does familiarity ever breed contempt in mamed 
life? 

It also breeds contemptuous brats 

Why is a mother inAaio always depicted as a ter 
magant? 

She should be really shown jis a termite that 
burrows the pillars of harmony in a home. 



36 grey dust 

Which is the cheapest jewel that a husband can 
offer to his wife 2 

Himself 1 Nothing can be cheaper than that 

If a husband is unfaithful to his wife has he any 
right to expect her to be faithful 2 

Loyalty is an inherent virtue — not an item of 
mutual contract 

Can there be happiness m nun lying a divoiccd 
woman? 

Theie is some chance of marital happiness on a * 
vngm bed but none on a divoiced one which is 
strewn with inhibitions of the past Mental har- 
mony is the bedrock of every marriage and 
sensitive minds do not fancy taking history to bed. 

What is the diffeience between a bachelor's life 
and a inarmed life 2 

In a bacheloi’s life theie aie many photographs 
and one hope In a married life there is only ‘she 5 
and many regiets 

How to make husbands speak the ti uth 2 

Don’t tiy If husbands speak the truth, marital 
beds will become graveyards of lomance 

I had promised to many a beautiful lose of siueet 
seventeen But she lost one of hei eyes by small pox . 
What should I do now 2 

Go ahead and marry the girl It is the perfume 
of a, rose that lasts longer than its complexion 

When does a wife go out of control 2 - 

When you decontrol once and try to recontrol 
her By that time she has had some blaekmarket 
adventures 
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Don t you think it is better to be spectators than 
actors in the tragedy of life? 

OnI> the dead become spectators the li\ing 
alwaj a remain actors in the drama of life whether 
grim or gaj 

Which is the most intoxicating thing t n the world 9 

Flatter} It ghes a swollen head which death 
alone can restore to normal size. It turns dwnrfa 
into giants and makes the wise look Idiots 

What is the difference between n philosopher and 
a politician? 

A philosopher extracts wisdom from the eh nos 
a politician creates 

What is the difference between the war front and 
the home front f 

On the war front } ou die onco but on the home- 
front j ou die every dnj 

God has not taken the tears away from the very 
same eyes from which He has taken away the vision 
What docs this suggest? 

Taking away the vision is punishment bu^ 
taking awaj the tear would be depriving man of 
his chance of repentance. 
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-Row to be hajipy in life 7 

Sip at the joys slow ly and swallow the sorrow's 
quickly. 

Please undo line the difjcicncc between pude and 
vanity 7 

Pride has a bank balance Vanit.v has only 
debts. 

Defnc celibacy ? 

A doubtful virtue. 

]Vhat is the difjcicncc between a yd (fin and it 
nun ? 

A virgin may piove an oasis some day but a 
nun lemams a milage ahvajs 

Do you think being left-handed is a disadvantage 
in any way 7 

Not at all It should be a distinction in a woild 
of light-handed people who do so much wrong 
wuth a hand that is intended to do the light thing 

What is the definition of a loafei ? 

The man w'ho lives on his neighbours loaf 
What is age ? 

A matter of the mind with a man and a tragedy 
of the minor wuth a woman 

Which is the wannest greeting a hiss oi an 
embiace ? 

That depends on what jou kiss or embrace. 
An ice bag cannot be warmed up wuth either. 

Is a tear liquid sonow? 

Often it is solid gnef 
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As a Hindu why don t you Keep cows instead -of 
dogst 

I can buy milk but not loyalty 
Is it true that a laugh is the cheapest luxury a 
man enjoys f 

A smile is cheaper still It needs less breadth 
and lees muscular energy 

God never sends mouths without sending meat 
Do you agree with this t 

No God doesn t keep a butcher s shop We 
expect too much from God We have to find the 
meat ourselves. 

What ts history ? 

A long story of human crimes with rare punc 
tuations of humane deeds 

Who ts o poor man? 

The man with a blank homon and a bankrupt 
brain. 

Why are two eyes better than onet 
You can see the right and wrong of life at once. 
That is if you see at all 

What do you call him who calls that face angelic 
when even paint cannot hide its wrinkles t 
A son 

What ts a languaget 

Words that have turned a world into ruins A 
curse that Is denied to animals. 

Isnt life more like a great fairy story T 

The tales which fairies tell are not tragedies 
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Which gives gi eater pleas in e to the human mind 
work or success 2 

Work when the mind is m the travail of creation 
and success when labour is to be crowned. 

Which is more glonous bubbling youth or experi- 
enced old age ? 

Experience which bubbles like youth 

Is life a tragedy 01 a comedy ? 

It’s neither It is just a reality with shades of 
both 

What is the distance between the cradle and the 
gr ave ? 

The journey may take minutes or years, while 
millions drop straight from the womb into the 
grave 

What is the sign of virginity ? 

In present times, childhood 

Which is more dangerous and why the famine of 
food or the famine of husbands ? 

Food is a primary need Sex does not thrive on 
empty stomachs 

Who has discovered the existence of Paradise 2 

The good men of the world to tempt the bad 
ones from their evil ways It is a pleasant inven- 
tion 

Is the theatre a place for entertainment or for 
r omance ? 

For both if the romance does not intrude on the 
entertainment of others 
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pic /oi the birth of a child child 
Who is }esponslts or destiny ? 
himself the P^rcikcident, parents are the machinery 
Birth is an at spark. 

and desire is th< _ . . . . 

\j that character is what you are tn. 

Is it right to saj 

the dark t pt is revealed under a searchlight. 

Should be wh 


Define pom* feeling 
A democratic 


in the midst of hatred jealousy 

Is life icoiih lu * 

and poverty 7 las sand bags against the blasts of 

Yes use themfc enough incentive to last a life 
life and jou ge 
time ! 

relation between sex-appeal and 
Is there any » 

nudity 9 -appeal in the raw 

Nuditj is sex! 

J the average man s arm vs as long 
Is it a fact thatit of the average girls waist f 
ns the measuraneif t doesn t need a long arm. It can 
A willing waiinger 
be held with a 1 

lake an oath f 


Why do people 
msk & ££> 


lies convincing 


Define poverty ?\ the rich and worn by the poor 
A rag shed by 

whether people really get msdo)i 
Can you tell me? 
loith vnsdom teeth 
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They get a swollen jaw. Teeth are useful -only 
m digging one's grave There is no wisdom in 
them — there is only a bite m them 

Which, is more adventui ous to be in love with a 
Miss or a Missus? 

Adventure depends on age I know a ‘Miss' of 
65 and a ‘Missus' of 13. 

What is the ‘salt of life ’ 9 
The sweat of your brow 

Name the big three in India? 

Famine, pestilence and politics — they take their 
toll round the clock 

What is life without a wife 7 
It remains life 

What is the difference between the rich and the 
go or ? 

The rich have designs, the poor have plans. 

Define desne and fulfilment 7 
Courting and marriage 

Is hero worship good ? 

If God is the hero The rest are idols with feet 
of clay. 

Is a child m the cradle the best symbol of ‘sleeping 
beauty ’ ? 

Anything sleeping is beautiful except fortune. 

Why do the dogs of aristocrats bark only at 
sweepers and beggars? 
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Human beings have made even the dogs clas3 
conscious by naming some as pariahs and others 
as pedigreed ones. Loyal to their masters the 
dogs play their part loyally 

Why are Indian princes very much interested in 
horse races t 

It is a game of vicarious sweating The horses 
sweat and the princes get tired. 

What are the blessings of poverty f 

Poverty is a curse, a crime and a misfortune. 
It has not even a consolation leave alone a bless- 
ing 

What do the wrinkles on an old mans face denote 9 
Furrows of time that ploughed through youth 
and sowed seeds of struggle and experience. 

How does a sinner feel at the time of his death? 

Sad at the thought of his career being cut 
short 

What is reputation ? 

The goodwill of creditors. 

Man was happiest when he was a hunter Do you 
agree f 

The verj fact that he had to hunt for his liveli 
hood shows that he had to struggle. Man has 
never been happy 

Who are the philosopher kings of today ? 

Those ornamental monarchs who warm their 
thrones needlessly and become innocent exhibits 
in state pageantry 
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Distinguish between a eh cam of an Indian and 
that of an American 7 

An American dreams of building a sky-scraper 
while an Indian di earns of meditation in the 
Himalayas 

Is theie anybody who has donkeys os pets 7 

Only those whose stomachs ride on the donkey's 
back 

Define coemption 7 

A way of living without official blessings 

What is the difference between a widow and a 
widower 7 

The widow has a short life, the widower has a 
longer one The widow is m danger while the 
widow r er is dangeious 

How to scare away insuiance agents ? 

Tell them you have tuberculosis They won't 
w T aste their time over you 

Why does it rain m the cities where it is least 
requued 7 

To wash away the sms of the citizens 

In this artificial society does a smile hide a yawn 
of boiedom 7 

The polite ones smile, others yawn 

Did Adam and Eve marry each other? 

They had no choice. 

What are your views regarding temple entry 7 
Rushing to break one’s head over a stone. 
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In England one is allowed to kiss a woman under 
the mistletoe What is the corresponding convention 
in India t 

There is no official license in this country but 
jou can steal one under a staircase if the woman 
happens to be yours. 

What is natures first lesson to all her children ? 

Yell when you want 
By what do you measure happiness f 
By the smiles around me. 

What is a dreamt 

Generally a mirage .sometimes an oasis In the 
desert of life. 

Do you believe tn ghosts T 

I am afraid of the living who are more mean and 
dangerous than the dead. 

What is your conception of a paradise on earth t 
A world in which human blood is used to forge 
ties of friendship and not traded in for gold and 
greed. 

What \ s life — a struggle or a dreamt 
A struggle with a dream as the goal and incen- 
tive. 

When would one feel more excited seeing a horse 
passing the winning post or a beloved running tnto 
one's armst 

If the bet is on money the horse would be excit- 
ing, but if the heart is at stake — well — 

Who should be hated more the sin or the sinner t 
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The circumstances that compel the act 

What is the difference between a crushed flower 
and an abandoned woman 2 

A ciushed flower has neither life nor perfume 
m it An abandoned woman may still have both 
and theiefoie some hope for the future. One is a 
dead memory, the other is often a living’ reproach. 

How do you like quail els with neighbouis 2 

Good exeicise for the voice, more knowledge of 
epithets and good obsession for the bram 

What is youi conception of life 2 

Living and kicking till theie is no life left m the 
kick 

Which is the best way to lead a happy life as a 
bacheloi 2 

Good-looking neighbours make bacheloi hood a 
tantalizing experience 

Do you believe in platonic friendship 2 

Platonic friendship is a figment of man's intel- 
lect in its impotent moments of frustration. 

Is it good to be thick-skinned m life 2 

Thick skin is a good all-weather protection in a 
world of bilious tongues It guaiantees good sleep. 

Between the father and the mother who has a 
greater claim on the child 2 

Spiritually and physically, the mother is the 
only parent of the child After his single spark, 
the father merely provides an index card for social 
pui poses. 
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Hmo narrow is the boundary between vice and 
virtue f 

There is a wide world of thought between the 
two While killing a single man becomes murder, 
bombing millions for democracy remains a nation 
al virtue. Vice and virtue are relative terms and 
change their meaning according to age and 
circumstances. 

Do you like ammal pets? Have you any f 

I like dogs in original and cats idiomatically 
The former give loyalty the latter a scratch. 

What can one learn from hfet 

That life is one long hurdle and you can keep 
yourself In the saddle only If you don t allow 
others to whip the horse. 

What do you like to hunt a lion or to save a deerf 
I like the run I get There Is always more fun 
m the chase than in the kill 

Will you ever practise what you preach? 

Impossible 1 I am Improving every minute. 
What I preached yesterday becomes obsolete to- 
day Remember we are living in speedy times. 

Why does a woman make a better pal to you than 
a man? 

A child of capnee needs motherly patience. 

Are you a professional gambler? 

I have been under that delusion for the last 
twenty years but the balance sheet proves that I 
have only been a good loser 

Would you like to be labelled mad? 
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No objection if doing so acquits me of the crimes 
that are attubuted to me 

What gives you more money “ filmmdia V magazine 
or your race horse of that name ? 

The horse eats a part of the magazine every 
month and thus cracks a bigger joke than all she 
jokes I gi\e A brute, after all 1 

< 

If romance is the privilege of the rich, what is the 
2)i ofession of the unemployed 2 

Dreams' They aie fiee and fantastic 

Is theie any difference between 'tiffin' and ‘lunch'* 

Not m the dictionary but m the tiffm boxes In 
India a lunch is a rich man’s tiffm 

How can a rich man be made to under stand the 
real worth of poverty ? 

Poverty has no worth, it has only a woe which 
only the poor know 

A mother-in-law desires her son-m-law to set 
deserving members of her family on their legs Is 
it reasonable ? 

It is too much price to pay for the pair of legs 
she gives to the son-m-law 

What is a dirty mind * 

A mmd that smells filth in the midst of fra- 
grance 

What is the dream that won’t come true 2 

Peace — a beautiful dream in the midst of the 
nightmare around 


Is there a limit to love 2 
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Life is the limit and Gandhiji reached the limit. 
What kind of a person can have no enemies? 

Human beings are so wicked that they will dig 
up even thousand j ear old bones and find some- 
thing in them to slander 

Jn my younger days 1 used to laugh and laugh at 
everything everywhere and at any time But now 
I cant however much 1 try What is it due tot 

You are dead Learn to laugh and life will come 
back. 

What advantages had Adam and Eve ? 

They had the Garden to themselves and no pry 
mg neighbours We have politicians messing up 
our lives. 

At midnight practically aU Bombay streets are 
lined tenth people sleeping What happens during 
day time? 

They keep walking to get tired enough to make 
the pavements soft. 

What was Gandkijfs greatest extravagance f 
He showered love on people who lived on hatred. 

Why is it that people feel gloomy when they attain 
maturity? 

As years pile up thoughts get hardened and 
hard thoughts have often a sad ring 

What remedy would you suggest to stop staring at 
girls? 

Ignore the eye that has no virtue in it 
Is this world unreal f 
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T * , , ,, mlkmen, 

It is veiy much real with gioceis, tj. 

servants, bankeis, tax-collectors, doctors e 


What is the way all dninkaids go ? 

mnksrds 

All go the same way — giavewards but d^ some 
take a zig-zag route and in their mtoxicati ^ j ^ 
of them do not even feel the cold embrace i 

7a ? 

Why is infant mortality veiy high in Ind 

In this country wheie the cow is worsh^f^j ^ g e 
should have had milk lunmng thiough wal p ^ 
But forgetting to feed with fodder what , ^ 

ship with floweis, our people have due; , ,, 
fountain of oui national health With on< lversarv 
•every five dying before its fii st birth amf ^ ^ ^ ' 
we are now burning babies at the altar of^ ge ^ 
Our Congiess ministers, m their bli ^ " 

lighteousness, aie busy saving a few r ror » g " 2 ,( 
thousands from alcoholism and losing ^ ^ ^ 
revenue which could have been well usei 
milk for oui little millions 


How to be yom own boss ? 

Do all work as if it is your own and a S 1 ^ 0Ul 
very life depends on it 

Barbers are good pi opagandists Do y? u d° ss W 
with your baiber ? 

rvo 

I read newspapers which beat the 
hollow. 

How did our ancestois manage without lls ^ L 

and paste ? 

They didn’t have dentists in those day S anc * 
teeth looked after themselves. 

Which is stionger: moial force or police f orce? 
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Moral force for arm chair philosophy police 
force for outdoor safety 

Is purda a blessing 01 a curse f 

It is a blessing In the land where eyes are 
thirsty 

What have you to say about a person who begins 
to dig a well when he is thirsty ? 

It fa better than drinking without thirst and 
being found m the gutter next day 

Is eating ones heart a healthy occupation f 
It is a diet that tastes bitter owing to the bile of 
disappointment. 

Have you seen male ladies and female gentlemen T 
Very common these days. Most of them work 
for the revival of art and culture. 

Where does peace lie in this world? 

Underground or in ashes. 

How may a faithful wife cure a drunkard 
husband? 

Drunkenness is a disease. It needs a doctor and 
not a wife. 

How can one become mad f 

Shout loudly about the things you see happening 
before your eyes and the authorities will proclaim 
you mad. Sanity in the present world means a 
general conspiracy to keep mum over what is 
happening and echo only what Is licensed. 

I am a very lazy fellow What am I to do? 
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Don’t do anything: for the piesent Very shortly 
when you feel hungry you will get going Hunger 
is a good cuie for laziness. 

Do you believe in mnacles ? 

A man m distiess always believes in miracles. 

Why is fate cuiel to some and lavish to othcis 7 

Fate is blind luck It often stumbles against 
the wrong ones 

What way do you suggest to win the love of 
a capitalist ? 

Sweat for him till you can’t sweat any more. A 
capitalist loves the toiling humanity 

What is the difference between a hoise and a mule? 

The horse is a noble animal on which you lose 
money while the mule is an ignoble creature who 
slaves for you and brings the bacon home 

In tragic cn cumstances, who is the pillar of 
strength — man oi woman ? 

Man is physical suppoit, woman is moial 
support. 

Will you suggest some lespectable way of earning 
a living ? 

The more salt you drop from your skin, greater 
the sugar m your bread And anything sweet is 
respectable 

What would you suggest when efficient doctois 
aie unable to cure a patient ? 

That the man is keeping date with his destiny. 
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Why is it a fashion among the modern mothers to 
go for an outing leaving their babies at home f 

Babies become brats when they pipe at the 
wrong: time and place. No mother would like her 
httle ones to be called brats. 

Are toe happier than our forefathers t 

Man has never been happy since his birth. In 
giving: him his brain box, God gave him an end 
less world of misery 

Why is it that almost all people expect good morals 
from film folks f 

What they miss in themselves they expect to 
find in others. 

What is the difference between the dreams of on 
old man and a young man t 

Dreams of the old are reflections of the past, 
while those of the young are wild fancies of the 
future. 

What do yon think when you see an ugly woman 
beautifully dressed? 

That there is still some democracy left In the 
world. 

Define socialism ? 

Rheumatism of the poor which demands blankets 
from the rich. 

What is the difference between an intoxicated man 
and an intoxicated woman T 

When a woman is drunk her character Is 
questioned, when a man gets drunk his environ 
ments are condemned. 



What is the seci et of you? success 2 Please tell the 
truth frankly 2 

Constant leading, close observation and hard 
woik and after all this, luck! 

Define oath 2 

A piofession under which a confession must be 
accepted as tiuth, without, of couise, believing in 
it. 

Should a young boy or a gul believe in a hoioscope? 

A map of the heavens is needed after death, not 
before 

What is etiquette 2 
A ticket for modern vice 
Define finitely 2 

Words that kill without leaving clues behind 

Why ai e pai ents m gi eatei hui i y to mai i y a. 
daughtei and not a son 2 

A daughter’s mistake cries back from the cradle 
and the cry shakes the very fibre of our social 
life In India birth is still an old fashioned event 
of conventional married life 

When is a i omance complete 2 
When desire loses its edge. 

Do you have faith m the ‘Ramdhun’ of Gandhi]? 2 

It is a 7000-year-old refrain which has lost 
its tone now People echo the thunder of the Atom 
Bomb these days 

Why do litttle babies want to swallow whatever they 
get m their hands 2 
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Wise little one3l They want to commit suicide 
rather than grow to stab one another In the back. 

Why is a hen pecked husband a common phenome- 
non tn towns and not in villages 1 

In the villages, the hen Is busy laying eggs and 
has no time for the rooster 

Can you tell me who are the best people T 
Those that don t know you. 

Does sacrifice pay tn this selfish world? 

Yes pays the other party 

Between a beautiful woman and a beautiful child 
whom would you prefer to kiss f 

The woman as the child may have a dirty face. 
Angels often have dirty faces. 

What should one do when he feels that the world 
around him has become uninteresting? 

If there is nothing better to do strip yourself 
and rush through a crowded street and the world 
will be galvanised into interest. It Is a funny 
world. 

Which is the way to heaven please? 

Through the hell of a life-time. 

What type of bed should a girl of eighteen have t 
A bed of hopes and rosy dreams. 

Why do people lick and stick stamps ? 

Because the stamps provide free gum 

What do you think of Prohibition by law tn our 
country? 



56 


GREY DUST 


I disappiove of prohibition by law. In my 
h opinion it is a vain attempt at self -arrogated 
moiahty Wine is as old as the gods and it has 
come down to us through ages and scriptures as a 
supreme soothe foi human agony It is our legacy 
of an age when gods were human and men weie 
divine and though wine has been condemned as an 
evil since its first sip by man, he has not stopped 
drinking at its bubbling fountain of vice and for- 
getfulness 

A country that needs legislation to maintain the 
morality of its people is indeed unfortunate. 
Saints have preached gieat seimons against the 
evil of drinking thiough ages but this gospel of 
saints has always remained a bad sermon m the 
world of smneis It is wise for the saints to 
preach but stupid for the State to enforce the 
preaching For, what is enforced ceases to be 
moral Vntue becomes a pnze only when it is 
acquired by self-realization and not when it is 
thrust into the lives of people 

Every new law creates a new crowd of law- 
breakers and one more crime is added to the stock 
of human sins. 

What does day-di earning denote ? 

Sleepless nights 

At what age in life should a man piefei death ? 

Any time is good time to die if life has ceased 
to be interesting 

What do you pi efer — a fool’s paradise or an intelli- 
gent man’s hell ? 
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Every intelligent man would like to live in a 
fool s paradise. Living there would be relaxation 
for him. 

When life crushes one down what should one dot 
A crushed fruit still yields Its health giving 
juice to the world. Man can do no better 

What do you think is better to struggle for life or 
to rest tn peace? 

The dead rest in peace. 

To what extent do you believe tn luck f 

When I work hard and people take time paying 
for It, I begin to believe in luck. 

Why are college girls so cunning? 

Because college boys are bo cussedlj persevering 
Is life an art or a dream? 

It is both. Dream is the goal and art the way 
to it. 

What is the difference between kissing on the 
sci ten and kissing tn private life f 

With one you build the box-office, with the other 
you take home a cradle. 

Aren t you afi'aid of death ? 

Death is the event of a moment. 

Why is every great world war followed by disease 
and famine everywhere? 

Do you expect a garden of flowers to thrive on 
the stink of the dead? 

Is a life with too much struggle good? 
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The Bhagwat Gita says, “Out of conflict comes 
creation”. Life itself is a product of conflict. 
What is wrong with struggle being a vital part of 
it 7 A life without stiuggle is a dead existence. 

How many times does a man die befoie his natiual 
death ? 

The fear of death kills more people than death. 

What is life and what is the place of love in it ? 

Life is a lamp and love the little flame, that lights 
it 

What is youi opinion about girls 2 

I think they add colour to the drab design of 
life 

What aie the feelings of a woman towaids her 
illegitimate child? 

To a woman no child is illegitimate unless it 
comes from another womb In a mother’s womb 
there are no man-made laws and the spark of life is 
not only legitimate but also divine It is only when 
the little one opens its eyes m this world of sinners 
that the sinners rush to brand it as illegitimate 
before the little one gets a chance to strip the 
world of its hypocrisy 

Is it a sin to commit suicide ? 

Yes, if life is still worth living 

Can a baeheloi ’s life be happy after the age of foity? 

It has a better chance after forty, as, with age, 
desire becomes rusty. 

Veiy often, the more you ignore a woman, the 
more she cai es for you How is this possible 2 
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This la a dangerous experiment with the modern 
woman- Don t try It because our social waters 
are full of sharks that live on neglected women. 

Can the hen which lays eggs be considered philan- 
thropic? 

No The egg la her pride product which we 
steal and console the fowl by petting her to lay 
more. 

A dead person is always praised for his deeds done 
in the past Why not a living one ? 

The living one is also praised by epithets of 
jealousy 

Is it possible in the present day world to go 
through life without hurting some one? 

Even the greatest and noblest man of the day 
who hurt none and served all, did in spite of him 
self turn one Into a devil who murdered him. The 
present world Is so bad that even virtue hurts. 

Why has a poor man more children than a rich 
man ? 

The rich man scatters his seed in clandestine 
sowings 

Are you prepared to sacrifice your life for your 
country t 

No 1 I am prepared to live and work for it Too 
many people are killed In the name of the country 
It is high time some are asked to live and work. 

I have no sisters Can you arrange to get one for 
met 

The world Is full of sisters vainly searching for 
brothers. 
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What do you feel when you see young women being 
whirled away in a ball-room in the embrace of lewd 
and sensual men ? 

I pity the men to whom these women belong. 
Modem ball-ioom dancing is one of the sex per- 
versions of the West, utteily unsuitable for our 
people 

Is love necessaiy for a man and a woman to have 
childi en? 

Only a man and a woman are necessary. The 
world’s population is by no means a "wholesale 
pioduct of love with so much hatred m the air. 

Why do lovers quarrel ovci petty things and so 
often 2 

All the world’s quari els ai e over petty things Big 
things aie always settled by compromise 

Nearly three yeais have passed since I last visited 
Bombay, the beautiful How is the city nowadays ? 

Since then the Municipality has added a new 
smell to Mai me Drive by directing some night soil 
into the sea Now what those millionaires of 
Marine Drive do inside the privacy of their homes, 
the poor people smell outside 

Does the music of life emanate fiom a broken 
heai t ? 

The music of a broken heart is a dirge of 
despair For music to belong to life it must have 
the thrill of living 

What should be the medium of instruction in the 
Univei sities in India 2 
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If an effective and comprehensive education is 
the goal English should be the medium with 
Hindustani as a compulsory second language. The 
present de\ il*dancing for Hindi Is vindictive pat- 
riotism and has nothing to do with real education 
A progressive nation must adopt a medium in 
which the greatest educational material Is Immcdl 
atelv available It is just like using the Atom 
Bomb in preference to other obsolete war wen] ions. 

Is ml scandalous m a scientist f 

It may save him from the scandals of his 
failures. 

A mother's love is very touching but do you think 
tt to be selfish? 

It is always selfish and possessive till you tear 
yourself away from it Then it becomes resigned 
and elevating 

Do birds sing? 

Poets say so but I have not heard. The nois^ 
which the nightingale makes is hardly music to 
the human ear 

Why are ice so inquisitive about om neighbour’s 
morals? 

To prevent the neighbour from prying into ours. 
What is the difference between a bride and a virgin? 

The words were synonymous in old times. Now 
even threc-In -one widows become new brides. 

Is it against etiquette to refuse to drink or smoke 
tn society? 
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No etiquette is involved m smoking or drinking. 
Each one to his own poison and water can be as 
bad as whisky sometimes. 

How does the woild appear to a man just before 
he commits suicide ? 

Deserted’ It is loneliness that often leads a 
man to self destruction Everyone needs an 
interested ciowd — whether of friends or enemies 
— to live and lack 

Between a mothei -m-law and a step-mothei who 
is moie dangeious 2 

A step-mother poisons one’s childhood while a 
mother-m-law poisons one’s married life A man 
who passes from a bad step-mother to a worse 
mother-in-law is peihaps the most miserable 
creature m the woild 

Do you think money is the basis of a successful 
mai ) lage ? 

It is the fust essential for anything to be 
successful Even saints who give up everything 
need money for their incense 

I am all alone m India No lelatives, no fi lends 
and if I die there is no one to weep foi me Don’t 
you think that my life is useless ? 

I wish I could say the same You aie a very 
happy man Those who weep over a corpse make 
the dead repent foi living 

Is there any remaikable diffeience between the 
moi ahty of the nch and that of the pool 9 

To the rich moiality is a virtue, to the poor it 
is a necessity. 
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Why do people give presents at the time of 
celebrations T 

To divert attention from their own envies* 
jealousies and hatreds which corrode their insides. 

Is boxing a human game? 

It is brutal above the belt and inhuman below 
it And >et the> call it a nthnlj sport just ns 
politics is mistaken for patriotism 

My brother died some time ago How best can I 
cherish his memory T 

Forget him! Remembering the dead is n 
morbid sentiment There are enough orphans in 
thfs world who need n brother Adopt one and 
thus sanctify the memory of one who will never 
come back. 

Which is the best iray of earning a good name tn 
thts world t 

This world is not worth all the trouble. The 
best name we have has been turned into a vote 
catching device. If they can do that to Gandhiji 
after 50 years of his selfless service what Is the 
Bense in jou and I struggling to earn a name? We 
can do the next best thing earn an honest living 
Is this a good eartht 
Yes, but the worms turn too often. 

Are beds the last place to look for eomfortt 
Wherever the body lies is a bed. Comfort la the 
colour you take from the mind. Millions sleep 
more comfortably on street pavements than many 
do in their royal beds 

Do the dead find rest t 
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The poor and unknown do but not the great dead. 
Even in paying homage, the living disturb the 
dead. 

The poor man having many children trembles when 
he hears the approach of important festivals like 
Diwah, Pongal etc , once in a year . What does the 
i ich man think about it? 

1 To the rich a festival is an opportunity to turn 
his money into crackers and disturb the neighbour- 
hood. That is the only sound of money the poor 
hear. 

What do you think of "culture**? 

A useful word these days to collect young girls 
and be friendly with them. 

What makes some old men often stare at young 
girls ? 

Old age often looks at youth for sympathy and 
generosity. 

What is 'middle age f ? 

The stage at which the feet are set to the future 
while the mind is hitched to the past. 

What is the significance of Mahatma Gandhi having 
been assassinated by a Hindu and that too a 
Mahai ashtnan ? 

A criminal has no community, no religion and no 
province. He is Satan's son and as such a world 
citizen. 

Why does the world condemn some books as 
%mmoial ? 

The books which the world calls immoral are 
often the books that mirror the world's shame. 


LIFE 


66 


When do beggars dreams always come true f 
Always in sleep I 

Can a beggar disguise htmself as a prtncef 

The disguise will be successful only if the other 
beggars dont spot him. Princes, of course won't 
as they don t know what beggars look like. 

What is social consnmisnsssf 
A virtue you expect in others. 

When dees one suffer from an acute sense of 
security t 

When luxury dulls the edge of imagination and 
the- intoxication of the present clouds the vision 
for the future. 

When walls do corns crumbling down how to 
protect one's self T 

Put your back against them and smile. Tbs 
smile may make the walls steady 

Ie the modem man bloody f 

Hell I And how? He sheds blood, drinks blood 
and gives blood 

How will the film industry be affected by your 
death t 

Heath affects neither the dead nor the living for 
life is an eternal current which instantly fills every 
void. 

When did you first begin to like girls f 

In the cradle, when they gave me a doll with 
blue eyes and pink frock to play with and I have 
been looking for a blue-eyed belle all my life. 

J 
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Have you ever wept m loneliness ? 

Men always weep in solitude as their tears move 
none Women need a gallery for their tears which 
are called pearls by mad poets. 

What is the difference between a king and a peasant 
in the giave where both are reduced to the same dust 9 

A king rises from his grave and enters the books 
of history The peasant merely throws some more 
dust into the womb of Mother Earth. 

Is India a spiritual country? 

Very much so, with one child m very five 
becoming a spirit before its first birth anniversary. 

Do you think that the present rationing quota of 
cloth is sufficient foi every adult ? Tell me what can 
we do with ten yaids ? 

You can cover three dead bodies with it 

Do rich people beg and if so in what manner 2 

They ask God for more riches, long life and more 
children They want their uches to get a longer 
run 

Is pickpocketing an art ? 

Till a policeman objects to it 

Should boys know cooking ? 

With our modern girls doing everything but 
cooking and a classless society round the corner,, 
it is high time boys look after their own meals. 

How does a scandal start ? 

Often when a man cease s to be a hypocrite and 
flourishes his henpstv 
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A donkey looks like a philosopher the t cay i 1 stands 
meekly silently and thought f idly f 

And It never gets any stomach ulcers either 
What is the burning problem of the dayf 
To extinguish the fire in the burning pit of the 
stomach 

What is disease? 

Price of poverty and penalty of pleasure! 

Of the three factors past present and future 
which is more important tn the life of a man woman 
and a nation? 

The present! It has a pinch of the past, the 
pangs of the presept and a presentiment of the 
future. 

Why are poor people ashamed of their poverty? 

They don t like to embarrass the rich by exhibit- 
ing their poverty 

How is human mUk measured f 
By the smile on the baby's face! 

What is the difference between a weeping man and 
a weeping woman ? 

A weeping man destroys while a weeping woman 
builds 

Oscar Wilde says The book of life begins with a 
man and a woman tn a garden Where does it end f 
It ends In the bed with new editions of the book. 
When do mistakes become stnsf 

When apologies do not follow in the wake of 
mistakes. 
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People say that philosophers are half mad? 

While philosophers think that people are com- 
pletely mad 

When does virtue become a vice ? 

When the ramrod of law pushes it down your 
throat. 

Why are drunkards geneially disliked ? 

They lose their sense of humour too soon 

What must have passed in Adam’s mind when he 
first set eyes on Eve 2 

He didn't know what to do with her and let her 
take the initiative Since then Eve has been run 
mng the show 

What is the food that dead men eat 2 

The great dead live on their fame while death 
saves the little ones from their diet of dust 



MEN 

Which is the way to a mans heart? 

That depends on whether his heart Is in the head 
or in the stomach. 

Why should men marry ? 

There is no should they just do* Adam set 
the vogue. 

Why do men stare at girls? 

Partly to pay back the cost of the dresses which 
the girls wear and partly to cover their own naked 
eyes with a veil of desire. 

When a youth loves a girl, he loves even her dog ? 

That is a religious instinct Don't we touch the 
bull while entering Lord 8hiva's temple? 

What makes a skirt a fhrt? 

A big bulge in the hip pocket of the trousers 
What ts the best way to teach a gtri to swim? 

Buy her a fine swimming costume and go with 
a camera to the beach The rest is simple. 

7s there anything more beautiful than tears? 

The eyes that that hold the tears. When a man 
is 'moved by tears’ he Is really worried about the 
eyes that shed the tears. 
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What are a man's duties towards a woman ? 

To love and to protect, but he suspects and 
detects. 

What does a man need for the peace of his sold and 
foi the satisfaction of his body ? 

A live woman for lus body and a dead one for 
his soul 

Why do men geneially talk of acti esses 7 
To tickle their manhood. 

What happens when an iriesistible woman acts on 
an immovable man ? 

The man moves and the woman become less 
resistible. 

How to cm e the polygamous ciavings in man? 
Feed the brute, he always .comes home to roost. 

What makes widoweis many again 7 
\ Tantalizing memories 1 

Is this statement tine that ‘ man is a beast’? 

Not when alone 1 

What should a man do if he is afiaid of his wife 9 
Drown himself m the nearest pond 

What is that which a man of lakhs lacks? 

The human pait of him ! 

Is chest swelling of the females a disease 9 ’ 

Yes, conjunctivitis of the male eyes 

Is man a creatme or a creator of circumstances? 
A creature who fancies himself to be the creator. 
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When is a man not a man ! 

When he expects a woman to be & woman and 
himself forgets to be a man 

Wfien do men blush! 

When they are caught blu fling 
Which is the best way for i oomen to secure equal 
rights with men? 

Love them. In love men give everything away 
• — even their own rights. 

Are wives necessary for educated men f 
Does education take their manhood awa> ? 

7 sec even some educated men having beautiful 
wives raving about some girds of the screen. What 
kind of mania is this! 

It is a poaching complex which men have 
inherited from beasts. 

Do you think man is completely civilized as we find 
him today! 

Civilisation is a word glamourised by the sinful 
ambitions of men through different ages. 

Do women like men to have smooth faces f 
A man s face should be tanned by the heat of the 
sun and washed in the sweat of his labour That 
is the face which good women of the world Iovo to 
see in a man. 

Why does a man call his wife the better half! 

Women like flattery and man uses it to prolong 
her bondage. 

Could you think of any mirror which could reflect 
the stupidity and foolishness of a man? 
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A man’s wife is often the mirror of his folly. 

Women sob, when frustrated in love What do you 
suggest for men ? 

They should pinch their bottom and wake up. 

What causes a man to become a cyme 9 
A frustrated ego ? 

What is an awkward age in a man’s life and, when 
does he i each it 9 

When opportunity is twenty years younger and 
desire fails to kindle a spark in the physical frame. 

What is pride m man 9 

An argument to feel hurt, especially when a 
woman steps on his corns 

Why does a late-comer get irritated when his wife 
asks him where he had been 9 

You can’t press the wrong button and get the 
right response 

What will be the last thing civilized by man 9 
Himself, if at all 1 

Why are women called cats 9 

Because men are dogs and like to perpetuate 
their conflict with the fair ones 

What should a man do when his heart is robbed by 
a beautiful girl 9 

He should let her keep it and start working 
overtime to maintain her beauty 

Can you suggest any ways and means for an ugly 
woman to win the heart of a handsome man 9 
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Handsome men have no hearts, but they often 
marry ugly women who flatter men by doting on 
them* 

What arc the qualities of a modem gentleman? 

A gentleman Is an ancient institution and has not 
changed his codo through ages. Thero is nothing 
modern about a gentleman 

Why do you think God has created woman? 

To sober down man in his game of greed and 
power 

Why do men dress well? 

Dress is the disease of the mirror Even a man 
fancies that a good dress makes him look more 
human. 

What i s the difference between the sighs of an old 
man and that of a young man? 

Young sighs may spell romance some day whilo 
old ones merely echo an epitaph over the past. 

Can a man forgive his wife for being unfaithful? 

Yes If he can forgive himself for the same 
offence. 

Please explain, she is a woman of questionable 
character* f 

Which means men are doubtful of their own 
Is there any end to mans wisdom? 

Not as long as his follies are eternal 

Women cry and get rid of their mental burden. 
What do the men do? 
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They shout and make everyone around miser- 
able. 

What happens when a damsel winks at a gentle- 
man ? 

The gentleman becomes a cave man. 

Are women ever sincere m their remarks about 
their husbands ? 

Yes, when such remarks are meant only for their 
own ears. Husbands acquire virtues when their 
wives have an audience of other women 

Geneially men m spite of having beautiful wives 
glare at others’ wives Why is it so? 

To check up and assess their own good fortune. 
How is it that a woman takes ten minutes to say 
what a man could do m one? 

Because for nine minutes out of those ten men 
remain deaf and a woman has to repeat herself to 
be heard m the final minute. 

Who is the god of all wars ? 

Man and m his greed for power is the spark of 
eternal conflict 

What is the worst disease that a man ever suffers 
from 9 

Himself ! 

What is the effect of tears m a wife’s eyes? 

Tears m a wife’s eyes irritate the man but in a 
sweetheart’s eyes they flatter him 

1 would like to recommend cooking as a part of a 
boy’s education What is your opinion? 
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Knpwing modern girls os I do, this should be 
made a compulsory subject for boys. 

Is woman a heart-breaker or a heart healer? 

Man never has a 'heart* for a woman. It Is his 
pride In which Is reflected his affection for a 
■woman. When a woman jilts, that pride is hurt, 
nothing happens to the heart. 

Don t you think that the modern Eve starts run 
ntng before she has learnt to walk? 

That Is because she Is chased by greedy hunters 
who don t give her even a dog’s chance. 

Most of our religious books describe women as 
inferior to mem Why is it so? 

In books written by men! 

Can marriage and parenthood improve the charac- 
ter of a man? 

They may blunt the edge of desire and check the 
temptations. 

Jealousy among women is proverbial* Are men 
also jealous of other men? 

Even dogs fly at each other’s throat, why should 
men lag behind? 

Men who are real big flirts what type of wives do 
you think they’ll like? 

A quiet house-wife who has the patience to nurse 
the cad after every new kick on his pride. 

Why ts a wife called the better half 1 ? 

It is a man s method of covering his own black 
half. 
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Why are people moie suspicious of the activities of 
a bachelor than those of a married man 7 

The bachelor is a needy soul m distress. But the 
married man-eater is always more dangerous. 

What is the acid test to catch a man m his true 
colours 7 

Ask for a loan and watch the colour changing. 
Do old men sing 7 

Yes, while bathing! Hot water makes them 
musical and hot words make them dance. 

Blush is characteristic of women, what is the 
characteristic of men ? 

Bluff* 

Why is it the ideal wife is always somebody else's? 

And the other he always wanted to marry. 

Does a man really fall m love 7 

Only m love stories and poems! 

If women claim equality with men, why should 
men surrender their seats m the buses to them 9 

Women never ask for those seats Men give 
them because they want to be noticed for their 
chivalry. At best it is a selfish gesture. 

How does a wise man feel m a fooVs paradise ? 

He gets an attack of superiority complex and 
soon reaches the level of others. 

What do you think of a man who is always suspec- 
ting his beautiful young wife 7 
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Suspecting a beautiful wife is like smelling a 
beautiful flower again to Inhale Its fragrance. But 
suspecting la a gentle art which must be practised 
in a soothing manner 

Why vs proposing only a man a monopoly t 

In this country if men waited for the women to 
propose, they would have to die bachelors. 
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Which do you think to be the crisis in a woman a 
Ufe? 

A woman has two crises the husband and the 
child-hoth in bed 

The more strongly you emphasise the secrecy of a 
thing the more quickly ts o icoman liable to give the 
secret aiaay Why ? 

Women are delivery vans. Thej don’t like 
strange things inside them too long 

Keeping in mind the fate of Adam can we Btm 
have faith in Eves daughters ? 

Eve s daughters don t demand faith. They 
expect cheques. 

A friend of mine says A woman should be amiable, 
benevolent charitable domestic economical for- 
giving generous honest industrious judicious land, 
loving modest neat obedient pleasant quiet 
reflecting sober tender urbane virtuous wise 
exemplary and zealous Can you find such a one? 

If I come across thii alphabetical monster I 
shall murder her Give me a woman with some 
tantalising weaknesses 

What is the most accomplished fact about a 
woman ? 
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Her sex, whatever dress or expression she 
wears 

Who should, he congi atulated more: the carpenter 
who with his creative imagination gave to the 
tvorld a ciadle or the poet who with his bnlhance 
gave a hdlaby 2 

The woman whose generosity gave employment 
to both 

I notice that Europeans like cais better than their 
wives Why 2 

They can park the car where they like without 
anyone driving it away. 

Why do women giow fat after marnage 2 

They empty their mind and fill up their stomachs. 

Why is it that modem women do not like to have 
children 2 

It is a mattei of prices and sizes of corsets and 
brassieres 

What is the difference between the dreams of a 
young girl and that of an old lady 2 

The old one has dry dreams-dreams that don't 
weep 

Can women become engineers 2 

Woman built the first home from which grew 
the world She is still our best architect 

Who, according to you, is the most heroic woman 
of modem times 2 

The common housewife who, unsung and unwept, 
still keeps the home fires burning m the midst of 
want and misery 



Where do tears end t 
On the blouse front 

Why are women more attracted by flowers than by 
ment 

Flowers have a perfume, men have only perspi- 
ration. Flowers can be multiplied men cannot be. 

Why do women wear hats tn Church f 
Probably to protect themselves against the 
Divine light penetrating their skulls. 

Women wear attractive garments while going to 
the temple Why T 

Because though God Is blind, the devotees have 
eyes. 

Does lipstick improve or impair the look of an 
Indian bedel 

It improves the appearance of the belle but 
spoils the laundry look of the mans kerchief 

Nowadays our women prefer wearing artificial 
flowers made of paper Why f 

Paper flowers become natural companions to 
artificial complexions. Neither have fragrance of 
their own. 

Row is it that most of the girls are termed as 
virgins even at the age of S51 

It is a courtesy we cant investigate further 
Who is more extravagant — man or woman t 
Woman 1 Her extravagance keeps the world 
crowded in the midst of floods, famines, pestilence 
and wars. 
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Why don’t Indian housewives ever have a holiday ? 
Because they have ever hungry husbands. 

When does a husband call his wife a mouse ? 

When she starts nibbling at his little purse. 

Which is dearer to a woman’s heart: her vanity 
xase or her mirror ? 

Her face which needs both. 

What should be the aim of a woman 7 

Man’ If she shoots well and true, the corpse 
should be at her feet 

Is innocence a pleasant armour for a woman ? 

An aimour is used for defence Women use 
innocence for attack. 

Is a woman’s heart made of stone? 

Stone would have been reliable It is of 
rubber that responds to heat and cold. 

Why do girls fear darkness 9 
Not experienced girls. 

Which is the most attractive part m a woman? 
Our knowledge of her sex 

What is more ecstatic m a woman’s life • a man in 
Jiei bed or a child m her lap ? 

Both’ The first ecstasy leads to the other. 

What were the first words Adam said to Eve ? 

“Hullo 1 where did you come from 7 ” And she 
looked at the serpent Ask Adam if you don’t 
believe me. His descendants are still asking that 
question 
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May 1 know the cost of one tear of a college girl f 
If there ia occult blood in it, it may take a man a 
life. It is, often merely a sweat of the eye. 

Which is more intoxicating alcohol or a woman s 
eyes? 

Alcohol ! That ia something you can trust 

Isn t the modem girl a vision ro the night and a 
sight in the morning t 

She is a vision in twilight and a disillusion at 
dawn In between she is cold cream mud packs 
tweezers bob pins, hair curlers and what not 

V Can any woman tie a man with the rope of love f 
3he can hang him with a knotted one. 

Who is dearer to a woman her husband or her 
child T 

A husband is another womans child and not a 
product -of one s own labour 

Have you at any time felt the pulse of an ultra- 
mode m girl? 

An ultra modern girl has no pulse. She has an 
aerial on which she hangs her tell tale bnen 

What do the eyes of a girl tellf 
They have the traffic red and green in them but 
the colours mean differently 

What do you think of Indian girls who bob their 
hair these days f 

They love the barber 

The fickleness of the fair sex is proverbial What 
is it due tot 
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Tender skin and male leather 

What do you think of sleeveless blouses as part of 
a woman’s dress 9 

It is air conditioning for the arm pits 

Why can’t a woman keep o secret ? 

Her function is to deliver and not store 

What does a woman feel in the midst of a crowd 
of admirers ? 

She touches the ceiling even if it is as high as 
the sky. 

lot the case of wily women how is it that eyes dry 
up as soon as tears have sewed then end 9 

Their flushing system is operated by design and 
opportunity. 

Are there no women saints m India? 

Almost every Hindu home has one She has a 
god, an altar and a heart as an offering. 

Do you believe m clubs for women ? 

I do if they are located far away from the town. 

What does her mirroi tell a young gal ? 

That she is the favourite descendant of Eve. 

A word to the wife is sufficient What is that 
word ? 

The world is searching for it since the days of 
Adam. 

What is the strength of a woman ? 

Enough to be the mother of the world. 
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When u blushmg o necessity! 

When the tongue gets tied. 

What things ‘mag be included tn the hand bag of a 
beautiful lady! 

If it contains her face and reputation there is a 
world in it, 

Hoic many children can a woman give birth tot 
Now that they are bringing them out in threes, 
fours and fives, it Is difficult to assess their 
capacity In old times women wore more modest. 
They handed them out one by one. 

Why is almost every icoman gifted vnth the art of 
spending t 

To keep the men busy earning 
Are women newst 

Not unless they are young beautiful and un 
attached. 

Wherein Ues the glamour of a girl! 

In her youth and refusal. 

What is the closest to a womans heart t 

A baby's lips which make her the mother of the 
human race. 

When does a womans merit really attract general 
notice! 

Wien the walla of her home enclose love, devotion 
and service. 

Tell ms frankly which ie the better between the 
two a fam actrese or a society butterfly! 
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I vote m favour of the film actress. Acting m 
films needs talent, intelligence, toil and tears and 
the rewards are well-deserved On the other hand, 
the society butteifly who shakes a leg on the ball- 
room floor or warms a chair at a bridge table is, 
perhaps, the most despicable type who salts her 
club sandwich with her husband’s sweat and lends 
her honey to a strange bee. 

Is thei e anything that can equal the warmth of a. 
woman’s heart ? 

The sparks from her tongue. 

In what icspect is the woman superior to man ? 
She is glazed while he is rugged. 

When is a wife a wife and when is she not? 

The woman who waits for you when you are 
away is the wife but the one who nags you on re- 
turn is the woman 

How do you define ’bad’ gills as opposed to ‘good’ 
ones 9 

Bad ones are those who being bad try to pass off 
as good The good ones do not make a secret of 
what they are — good or bad 

Is it tiue that you are more easily moved by a 
woman’s smile than by her tears ? 

Smiles and sighs are just shades of a woman’s 
life It is the woman behind these that matters 

When does a woman look more attractive, at day 
or at night ? ) 

I guess, during the day with her full camou- 
flage At night even her mind is stripped 
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What is the difference between a girl and a flower ? 

If you pick the first she grows on you. If you 
pick the second It fades in your hand 

What is more attractive Woman or -nature? 
Woman Is the most puzzling point In nature. 

Why have the women of today become so interes- 
ted in ball room dancing? 

To set the ball rolling in the ball rooms and 
collect the pay roll in the bedrooms. 

Is a lady either a saint or a devUf 

Don t mix up things. A lady Is just a woman 
and that Is more than the saint and the devil put 
together 

Which is sweeter tn o woman her heart or her 
kiss? 

When a woman is In love she brings her heart on 
her lips, otherwise there Is only art on them. 

What do you think of a wife secretly taking money 
out of her husbands pocket? 

An honest woman true to her creed. 

Is it a fact that some girls don t catch anything 
■unices they expose themselves ? 

One thing they dont catch Is cold. 

There was once a time when Seeta entered the fire 
to prove her purity but now alas I 

Now they hold fire in the mouth and let the 
smoke out. 

What is woman light or darkness? 
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She is the light in darkness. 

Usually girls drop their eyes when they see a 
young man. What does it suggest Q 

Strain on the eyes 

Why is a woman referred to as honey 2 

Because lipsticks are made to taste sweet these 
days 

Why do women usually wear shoes with such high 
heels 9 

To get nearer to honey-height. 

Is it a fact that women are cats ? 

They have never seriously denied the charge. 

Why do mothers love their sons more than their 
daughters ? 

In the sons they see symbols of their husbands. 

Thnty years ago, the naked ankle of a gul was 
enough stimulant for a young man What would the 
situation be in 1977 2 

Women might wrap only the ankle and still 
mystify men What is covered and hidden be- 
comes tantalizing, not what is stripped. 

What should be the measurements of an ideal 
woman m India ? 

Good cooking, warm bed and a silent tongue. 

Why don’t you write something to elevate woman- 
kind to a higher level 9 

They are already sitting on our head. The 
highest level a woman likes to reach is a man’s 
head That is the Mount Everest of her ambitions. 
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Which is the earnest way to unearth the inner 
secrets of a womans mind ? 

Raise the temperature. Even the Innermost 
secrets come out like bile when a woman Is In white 
heat 

Why does a woman cling more to her child than to 
her husband t 

The child she thinks to be a guarantee of her 
husband a loyalty It Is like the guarantee that goes 
with a watch. 

Is woman the best judge of man? 

Sho has the best opportunity but like her routine 
with the mirror she sees only what she wants to 
s co in man. 

Why are women always compared to floweret 
Both are plucked once. 

What is character and how many women have itt 
A woman s character is a man's sheet anchor 
and all good women have it 

Which is the nonstop tolkxng woman tn this world 
and t s there any way of stopping her t 

Put a crying cut-out lu the cradle and a lot of 
current will be diverted You cant put a silencer 
on Pandora 

How to console an angry dame f 
Show her your back. 

Is woman a house builder or a house break erf 
A woman Is a greenhouse plant She needs a 
home to thrive and those who need a home know 
how to build one. 
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What is the difference between taming a tigress 
and taming a virago 9 

When you tame a tigress you get a circus but 
when you tame a virago you get a tigress. 

Women accent their destiny more readily than men. 
Why 9 

In the heat of his ambition, man presumes to 
compete with God while a woman prays to save 
the man from himself. In accepting man as her 
mate, a woman hands over her life to destiny. 

How can a nagging ivife be handled best * 

It is the Almighty’s problem not man’s. Those 
willing to be hanged have tried rat poison with 
success. 

Generally speaking, who is more optimistic in life' 
man or woman* 

The woman 1 She trusts a selfish vagrant 
through a life time to keep the home fires burning. 

Define m simple ivords an ideal woman 2 
Mother 1 

What do you think of a girl who when kissed on 
one cheek turns the other m quiet submission * 

Yet to be born* 

Do you ever exnect women to behave logically? 
Their sex is all the logic 

Who made the women prostitutes * 

Men and their stolen .pleasures 1 

Is there no female monarchy anywhere in this vast 
universe * 
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Oh yea ! In every home! 

When do women lool old P 
When men lose interest in them 

Do you think 1 1 necessary for a girl to be a 
graduate t 

Yea, it helps her to show off In the drawing: 
rooms In a crowd of nitwits. 

Does a woman lose her chastity on being simply 
lasted by a male? 

That depends on the woman and the country she 
ia born in Even after a thousand Christmas 
kisses n woman remains a virgin in the West. In 
India a false rumour Is enough to make a virgin 
commit suicide. 

Don t you think that the Indian ladies dress is 
more attractive than the Western onet 

It ia tho contents of the dress that are important. 
I have seen beautiful Benarsi sarces wrapped like 
bandages over filthy flesh 

A blush ta becoming only when one is young When 
an old woman blushes what docs it signify f 

The blush has another meaning — modesty or 
some embarrassing memory 

What would you call a woman of 39 who longs to 
■marry a lad of 19? 

A man-eater 

Which would you prefer an ugly faithful widow or 
a beautiful obliging refuges girl f 

I love dogs and therefore loynlty 
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Boys of today say, “Jack a girl and she will come 
to you” What do you say ? 

She comes all right but with a kick on her foot 

Is it true that women who smoke are unfit to be 
mothers 2 

In America almost all women smoke and yet they 
are mothers, grandmothers and great grand- 
mothers 

Is a chaste uife one who never looks at other men ? 
She does but with loving eyes of a sister 

Can a woman be loved thrice 7 

Oh yes, as a daughter, wife and mother And 
she has a fourth chance-the sweetest of all-as 
a sister 

Do you think that modem girls can become good 
mothers ? 

Motherhood takes modernity out of life The 
cry from the cradle still thrills the most sophisti- 
cated heart 

Hoiv is it that some women ai e never polite, 
unless there is company 2 

Those are the club women who sheathe their 
swords m a crowd and exhibit the shining 
scabbards as proof of their culture. 

What is the value of tears ? 

Anything from an eyewash to an argument 
Women don’t put pam behind their tears these 
days but purpose 

What do you think of a woman who smokes p 
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She wants to give hei thoughts a smell of 
nicotine and thus coat the pill of polBon. 

Whm o woman yawns what does 1 1 signify! 

Bad manners and a sleepless bed. 

Have you got fatth in the punty of woman t 
I have immense faith In woman as the mother 
of humanity Motherhood is a pure act however 
tainted may be the man’s touch. 

Why do some young educated gtris hanker after 
moneyed people 9 

It ib easi er to marry money than to earn it. 

What is the difference between a mis frees and a 
unfef 

The mistress slaves to become a wife while the 
wife ends by being a master 

How does the Indian woman differ from the 
Western one f 

In India a woman is not merely an item of 
picnic interest. She is looked upon as a sacred 
flame that must illuminate a home. 

A woman who wUl tell her age wUl tell anything f 
Anything perhaps but not everything 
Gu»e me the de/lmiton of a woman? 

Look at your own mother and find your own 
definition That is the final opinion men should 
have of women. 

TTfcy should a icoman Ioofc into the mirror so often f 

The mirror tells the story which a woman likes 
about herself 
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Don't women with cat eyes look distinctive on the 
screen 2 

They just look cats and that is a feline distinction. 

For how many yeais can a woman flirt 2 

As long as there is a lonely man in the landscape. 
I have seen a woman of sixty giving the bedside 
look to a boy of twenty-five The boy was after 
the old woman’s young daughter. 

Can you please tell me how can one find the most 
' beautiful woman m the world 7 t 

Look into your heart That is where the most 
beautiful woman m the world lives. 

Does a beautiful woman always remain beautiful? 

Yes, if the face continues to reflect a beautiful 
mind 

When do women look more beautiful : when they 
-smile, blush or have peails in their eyes 2 

Smiles, blushes and tears are armaments of sex. 
A woman is most beautiful with anger m her face 
and love m her heart. 

Do beauty and brains go together 2 

Sometimes and then hearts go Hiroshima. 

Whom do our women consider better : ‘ Yes men ■ 

■m ‘ no men ’ 2 

Women like men who say ‘no’ readily and ‘yes' 
reluctantly Women like a struggle in selling 
their ideas to men 

Why are women generally fond of flowers 2 
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It la a mutual convention of delicacy The 
flower alao likes the woman. Both have fragrance 
which they dedicate to others. 

Can you tell me whether modem girls should be 
given full freedom or not ? 

They take it whether you give it or not. 
Freedom ia never given, it is arrogated. 

It is said that Europe has devised a machine 
which reads the mind. What vriU the women do now? 
Machines can read only something definite. A 
woman s mind is infinite. 

What is the worst moment in a womans life? 

In a good woman s life, the frown of her husband X 
In a bad woman a life the frown on her own face I 

Men praise beauty of women. Do women also 
praise men? 

Men use words, women use eyes. 

How to keep the husband at home? 

Women who carry rapiers in their mouth send 
their husbands out licking their wounds. 

What is chastity in a woman? Is it virtue of tAr 
body or of the soul? 

The body i* the temple in which the soul burns- 
like a divide flame. Defile the temple and watch 
the flame flickering 

What is the meaning of face value and where 
it used? 

In clubs where women go fishing with a Max 
Factor bait. 
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When does a woman look ugliest 2 
When she has murder m her mmd. 

Is it time that a woman loves once and once ovlyt 
Which woman is this 7 

What beauty do men find in big-eyed women 2 
Bigger the eyes, better the peep into her soul. 

What quality do you i ate highest in a woman 2 

Silence which means talking when she is asked 
to 

Can a woman evei be ti listed 9 

Trust or no trust, man spends a life-time with 
her 

When does a woman open her heart 2 
When she closes her love affair 

A man is known by the company he keeps How 
-is a woman known 2 

By the man she keeps 

What does the avei'age woman want fiom life 2 
Com, clothes and cosmetics 

At what age does a woman consider heiself old? 

When man breaks her mirror with words that 
singe the ear • 

Is bad company the worst misfoi tune of man 2 

A bad woman is the most heart-rending mis- 
fortune m a man’s life She eats his vitals and 
drinks his blood 

What do the cat eyes of a woman signify 9 
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An obvious prod of heT species 

Whom dots a girl prefer a smoker or a now- 
smoker? 

A girl doesn’t like to Wss a smoking kiln. 

Are women better than men or worse f 
As a race women are bettor than men 
When and why a woman becomes t oUdf 
When she sees a rival without the chance of 
competing 

A woman is the shadow of a man What do you 
think about this? 

A woman must be something more than that 
Men dont get scared of their own shadows. 

Nowadays we come across many hen-pecked 
husbands Why 9 

Because modern girls are fast losing their 
femininity and behave like mem 

Why do tears come so Quickly and easily in a 
woman 8 eyes f 

She has too much water on the brain with her 
pride swimming in it 

Has a wopian got a right to a baby if she needs 
one t 

A woman always needs one and she has the 
worlds right to get one. 

What is best tn a woman P 

Her desire to remain the cradle of humanity 

4 
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Why do Indian women take special care of their 
make-up especially when they go visiting? 

The real mirror of a woman is m the eyes of the 
other women If she scoies a jealous glint in the 
other eyes, her heart sighs with satisfaction , 

Which plays a greater part m a woman's career, 
beauty or talent 2 

Beauty 1 But when beauty and talent meet in 
that world’s problem called ‘woman’, often the 
most lnesistible devil is boin 

Who excels in love a mothei oi a wife ? 

A mothei 's love is a romance of childhood while 
that of a wife is a rainbow of youth On the 
hentage of a mothei ’s love young people build 
their little nest to peipetuate the cradle song and 
cieate more mothei s 

What would you lathei have a favounte book, an 
intei estmg woman oi a fine singer ? 

You read a book once and perhaps hear a song 
several times but an interesting woman is an 
unending experience 

Which is the most loveable thing in a woman: 
character or beauty ? 

Character is the soul of beauty aiid adds to the 
glory of a woman 

What do you think of a woman who ■ahvays sus- 
pects hei husband ? 

A woman with a nose that sniffs but doesn’t 
smell 

Differentiate between the devil and a vncked 
woman ? 
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Why do women rake up malicious gossip about per- 
sons they dislike 2 

Gossip is chewing gum to a woman. It sharpens 
her teeth for the husband. 

How many kinds of widows are there 2 

Two : those that have burnt their boats and those 
that still hope for a new oar. 

Why are good women like ivy 2 

They cling and cling till the oak itself comes 
down 

Why does woman age more quickly than man 2 
She gives her years to creation 

What is the difference between stolen goods and a 
woman’s seciets 2 

A woman’s secrets are not stolen goods They 
are tumours of her character which grow withm 
her. 

Women often prefet the wrong man Why 2 

A woman positively starts with the right man 
but later he evidently turns out to be the wrong 
one That's marriage 

How many good women are theie m the woild 2 
For every good man there is one good woman 

Have you met a woman philosopher and if so what 
do you think of her 2 

Women become philosophers when they become 
old mothers and when they become mothers you 
don't ‘think' of them. 



WOMEN 1(U 

Bow is t£ that women always go tn for emotional 
arts t 

Women live on emotions and starve on reason. 
When a woman becomes reasonable she loses weight. 

Is habitual blushing a sign of modesty? 

It Is a nervous disease that needs medical atton 
tion. 

Why is a woman so very inquisitive about her 
neighbour’s affairs f 

To a woman the neighbour is the second mirror 

Being a medical student I feel that woman is not 
at all a beautiful creature f 

You are looking at her in parts. Put those parts 
together and look at the tantalizing picture sho 
makes and you will know why even the gods 
threw up the sponge. 

When does a woman look older than she ist 
When she gives up the competitive fight or when 
she lives in a god forsaken place where night follows 
the day without visitors and events. 

Bow would you distinguish between a virgin and a 
widow t 

One has clear innocent eyes, while in the other's 
there is a cataract of experience. 

Do tromen dress to attract the admiration of men 
or the envy of other women? 

Both plus the smile from their mirror I 
Does a woman not foww her own mind? 

That is what a man imagines and allows tho 
woman to escape punishment for her sins. 
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Does a romantic woman frame her own laivs of 
romance 2 

Romance is a Bohemian game and has no fixed 
rules 

Why is it that when speeches aie made ladies are 
fast addressed and then the gentlemen 2 

It is an old Victorian courtesy which even women 
don’t appreciate nowadays Many women wear 
trousers these days and would prefer to be address- 
ed as gentlemen 

Can a woman play with the hearts of two men 2 

She can, provided men have hearts What we 
mistake for heart is usually the man’s pride 

Descnbe the diffeience that yon have noted 
between the average Indian woman and the Amei ican 
woman 2 

The average Indian woman is the man’s shadow 
while the average American woman is his stature 

How is it that a woman looks more beautiful when 
she is angry 2 

Only m coquettish temper. When a woman is 
in a real temper she looks ugly Even Gandhiji 
looked ugly in temper. 

Does ivoman ever confess her mistake 2 

Not until she makes a bigger one and quotes the 
previous one as a justification. 

What is it that struck you most m the American 
women 2 

Their tongues which struck a tick-tick every 
second like a clock 
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Which is more effective on women whistling or 
winking? 

Neither I Women don t like demonstrations. 
Women have sharp eyes. Cross their horizon once. 
If they get interested they will fill up your land- 
scape. Whistling and winking are disgusting forms 
of attracting women. 

What do girls talk about when they are alone ? 

They dream about impossible things that should 
happen to them. The things, however avoid them 
and happen to others. And the girls grumble. 

What is a damsel called respectively at the follow - 
xng ages 13 24 and 34 f 

That depends on what is In her lap If she has 
a toy then call her a daughter if a man, call her 
a wife if a baby call her a mother Tho ages are 
immaterial 

Why is tf called a spinster *? 

Because It missed tho bus when tho bones had 
good upholstery 

Coin clothes and cosmetics — do they make a woman 
happy t 

They moke her a coquette and a coquette needs 
a court to be happy 

Between an ill-tempered woman and an angry 
tigress whom do you fear more? 

If I shoot the tigress I get a reward. But if I 
do that to a woman I get the noose. 

What happens when a comely maiden starts think- 
ing t 
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She wears dark goggles and hides ugly thoughts. 

Have you ever heard the throbs of a woman’s 
heart ? 

When you are so close as to hear them with the 
ear, it is hardly necessary to 

Tell me what a woman’s best hobby can be? 

If she turns her hubby into a hobby, life will be 
one long romance 

What is a sight of shame for men and Gods? 

A woman m rags of costume and character. 

What aie the ways of winning the heart of a 
woman 9 

Heaits are won with hearts To win one you 
have to stake one It is an even chance. 

Do you knoio anything about women? 

Not much beyond the fact that they say one thing 
and mean another 

Who is the deaiest gul in the woild 9 
The nearest and most willing! 

When a woman speaks with the velocity of a mad 
tram, what on eaith can stop her 2 

The sight of your back. That is the time to take 
a brisk walk. 

Some women have such a way of looking at men — ? 

That men give a last look and die without a 
struggle Where did you find these women? 

What happened afte\ Adam gave Eve an apple to 
eat 9 
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The apple became a pumpkin and made Eve the 
mother of mam 

A womajTs husband and child are both dangerously 
UL Whom should the woman look after? 

The husband 1 He can always give her another 
child. 

What ts the difference between the tears of a 
woman of eighteen and of a woman of forty f 

At eighteen they are warm, at forty they are 
sour 

What do you think of society girls in the arms of 
others especially when the lights are put off f 
Marble posts for drunkards to lean on. 

Which is more intoxicating woman or wine? 

It depends on how much you hnvo of each. It 
is the dose that intoxicates, not the stuff 
What is the difference between man and the devil? 

If you subtract man * from the M dovII you will 
have ‘woman on hand. 

Should a woman who has had pre-mantal experience 
be allowed to marry and lead a respectable life? Or 
is one blot on her reputation enough to ostracize her 
from the ranks of respectability? 

If a man can havp pro-marital orgies and settle 
down as a respectable member of society after 
marriage, why should this privilege be denied to a 
woman? With his vain, possessive instinct, man 
has enveloped tho woman with all codes of morality 
leaving himself a free lark. If the sex-act 1s a sin 
before marriage, does it become a virtue just be- 
cause a few priests grant a social license for an act 
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which must always lemain private, physical and 
intimate 9 

What significant couti ibution, do you think, the 
fan sex is making these days 2 

They aie leplacmg the war losses in man power 
and pieparing a new stock for the next mass 
slaughter 

Don't loose-tongued women prove vests to society 9 
There would be no ‘society’ without them 

What is lovelier than a soft faminine skin ? 

The woolly coat of a dog with a fuendly warmth 
m every hair 

What do you think of a 'philosopher' s wife? 

She is one more leg to his arm-chair? 

What is that weapon with which a woman conquers 
a man ? 

Patience, devilish patience which irritates a man 
till he throws up the sponge finally 

What kind of a woman is a larity 2 

Every woman is a rare piece. You can never 
find two of the same kind. 

Does jealousy make a woman silly 9 

It makes her a devil and devils are not silly. 

What is a school girl complexion, by the way r 

It is nature’s rouge on a virgin which daughters 
take from their mothers and pass on to their own 
daughters m their turn 

How do you analyse the woman's mind 7 
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It is a synthesis of confusion 

What are crocodile tears? 

Tears which women shed to defame crocodiles. 

What tt a girl without a figure? 

A bamboo blowpipe! 

Are women attractive to men t 

Only If her witty remarks punctuate his good 
humour 

When are women at wart 

Always 1 Women are children of conflict- in 
Bide, outside and beyond. 

You praise and condemn women in the tame breatfu 
Arent you a funny guy? 

It Is a funny creature I have to describe. She la 
at once good and bad 

Are there no women worshippers tn any temple of 
the world ? 

In India, every home has become a temple bo- 
cause women worship their husbands. Not that 
men have become gods 1 

How does the heart break ? 

By dashing against the iron inside the soul of 
a woman. 

Would you advocate the use of lipstick by all house- 
wives ? 

If Indian housewives take to lipsticks, clubs would 
be deserted and husbands would become more 
domestic. 
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Why does beauty make a woman pioud whereas love 
makes her submissive 2 

Beauty is a show loom argument while love is a 
domestic sentiment 

Why are ladies and specially mamed women 
against men smoking cigarettes ? 

Smoking leaves behind a stink which married 
women can't escape. 

Which sex does God love most ? 

Woman, seeing that He makes man work for her 
so hard and so long 



PHILOSOPHY 

What is the shape of God ? 

God and Satan have the same shape, only 
different complexions. 

I b age measured by the watch? 

Time is the endless ladder of humanity Wher 
ever one stops it is death. 

Who discovered money? 

The same man who discovered misery 
Js the proverbial devil man or woman f 

The devil has no sex, it has only a reputation. 
How many minutes are there x « the darkest hour? 
There is an eternity of suspense and agony 

Have you ever thought of Friday the departure day 
of Jesus Abraham Lincoln and Mahatma Gandhi t 
How do you like to regard that day? 

Millions of others die daily on Fridays. Death 
has only seven days to collect its crop and In this 
cycle of seven days it reaps the world. 

What do yowthmk of a man who sleeps with ipscia- 
eles on? 

He will also need them on his last journey to finii 
his way 



110 


GREY DUST 


When will oiu teais turn into peaih 7 
When you put the salt of repentance m them 

What's you) opinion on mourning 7 

Nothing distuibs the dead body Mourning la the 
mcense the living bum at the altai of death It 
is the one drama with a dead hero 

Do you feai God 2 

Much less than I fear men God doe3 not acquire 
prejudices as fast as men do 

If God switched of; the Sun tomonow, which God 
foibid, what would happen ? 

The world would be sinless It is light that makes 
daikness a long houi of sin 

Why do people gene) ally begin wo) shipping God in 
then old age 7 

By that time the Devi 1 becomes anaemic and 
makes loom foi God 

Can a man become peaceful by becoming uchei and 
i icliei ? 

Gold has weight which lies heavy on the consci- 
ence 

Can you see God with eyes shut ? 

With my eyes open I see men and when I shut 
them I see then ghosts Men have crowded God 
out of this woild 

How many kinds of deaths aie theie m this woild 7 
One that frightens and the othei that kills 

What is a minor for 9 
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It ia a life-saver for millions of men and v»omon 
at all ages 

Can a blind man walk mthout a stick? 

In death men close their eyes and go to heaven 
without a stick. 

Between a child a woman and a man which ta the 
noblest work of God? 

God Himself is the noblest creation of man. After 
this supreme creation man settled down to be a 
sinner The divine spark however flickers moat in 
the child. 

What is the difference between a mistake and a sin? 

Mistake is a friendly estimate of an act, sin is the 
prudish one. 

If mce is filtered what will be the residue t 
Desire 1 

What ia truth? 

Poison — to be used with great care I 

It ia said in the Bible that God created man after 
his own image f 

God didn t write the Bible. Men wrote It and in 
doing so defamed Him as a miracle-monger 

la death painful? 

Yes, to the dear ones around 
Do you believe tn God f If so define God f 
Once you begin to define faith, God becomes an 
idol in a temple and that is what He Is not. 

What is the utility of sorrow? 
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It salts the joys and makes them tasty and enjoy- 
able 

Which flower do you like best ? 

One with a fragrance that does not intrude. 

Have you ever sought revenge and did you find it 
‘sweet ’ 2 

Revenge is a fiery passion which burns up the 
crucible long before it does any harm to another. 

How does a beautiful scenemj affect you 2 
I feel the presence of God near me. 

What do angels look like 2 
Dead bodies’ 

Why is theie evil in this woild? 

To advertise virtue I 

Can we get anothei saint and holy man like Gan- 
dhi] i 2 

Not for another 2000 years These types are very 
rare They are made from the accumulated virtue 
of millions thiough ages In about 2000 years, 
humamty collects just enough vntue to give us a 
saint like Gandhiji. 

Why does the woild feai death 2 

The world doesn’t, the individual does Death 
makes no dent m the world which goes on merrily 
taking its colour fiom the new crop every day. 

At what age does a man-leave off being a fool 2 
A fool has no age He doesn’t grow 
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Why is it that neither nchcs nor poverty brings 
happiness to a man? 

Poverty creates a thirst for riches and riches in- 
crease the hunger for more riches. It Is the eternal 
greed that spells misery for the mortal 

Why is truth often described as naked? 

Because it always exposes men and things. 

Do you love death t 

I do when pain becomes hateful 

Experience is nothing but the recollection of one s 
mistakes said Oscar WUde? 

And also a review of other people s mistakes 1 
When a flower teas a bud where was the perfume ? 
In its family reputation! 

Does God jest with man as men do among them- 
selves? 

Human life is God s supreme jest which man has 
turned Into a tragedy of tears. 

What does love mean to a blind young girl? 

It gives eyesight to her youth. 

What do yon think of the butterfly taking honey 
from the flower? 

It is a daylight outrage on the unsuspecting flower 
which opens its petals to lend the world its beauty 
and fragrance. 

If roses had no thorns what would have happened? 

Their fragrance would not have been less but 
poets would not have sung about them. Poets need 
thorns to perfume their poetry 
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For what pui pose did God make man 2 

Either to worship Him or to run Him down but 
always to advertise Him as the Supreme Being 1 
Man is the best advertisement of God's mistake 

Why is darkness chosen to commit most of oui evil 
acts 2 

While the day is the crucible of vntue, night is 
the cradle of sm With darkness virtue loses its 
sight and crime comes into its own The one place 
which the Sun can’t disinfect is the mind of the 
evil man wheie all the houis are dark and all the 
thoughts are sinful 

Do you believe that prayer is really answered 9 

Yes, man often answers oui prayer to God and 
proves that man is made m His image 

What is the best piepaiation for tomonow ? 

A good smiling time today. 

If there is no destruction in God’s creation, what 
would happen to the wcild 9 

God would have to accept paying guests m 
heaven the way we are multiplying m twos, threes 
and fives 

How do you lead when you see cheap women m the 
bazaar ? 

I see nothing cheap m this world except human 
life What you think to be cheap, I consider to be 
unfortunate 

What is the difference between a bud and a flower ? 

A bud is the promise while the flower is its ful- 
filment 
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What is beauty to a blind man? 

An endless dream l 
What is philosophy f 
Wisdom in adversity 
When does a man rest in peace f 
When he travels horizontally on his way to ano- 
ther world. 

Will there be an end to this world 1 
Yes, when yon and I die. 

What is there between man and heaven f 
The hell of a world with its struggle and starva 
tion! 

TPAwA do you think u a very safe profession ? 

The grave digger’s! His customers never com- 
plain. 

Is death a healer ? 

It is the ultimate cure for the chronic desire of 
living 

What w your opinion about the aim Eat drink 
and be merry?’ 

That is the universal aim towards which huma- 
nity is struggling through labour flattery hatred 
and bloodshed. It is not an easy goal to reach. 

Why do, tragic pictures leave lasting impressions on 
the human mind f 

Because human joys are painted in rainbow hues 
while the tragedies are written in drops of blood. 

Who is the busiest man on earth ? 
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The thinker! 

Why is the eye so ‘prominent m poetry 2 

The eye is the peephole of the soul and poets be- 
lieve m writing soulful poetry. 

When does a hud fade 2 

A bud never fades It either dies or blossoms. 
It is the flower that fades 

Does vice become virtue when it is sheltered by the 
amstociats of society 2 

Even virtue becomes a sm m the lazy lap of the 
rich 

What do the thomis of a rose represent 2 

That its fragrance is forbidden to the clumsy 
ones 

Why don’t people accept wisdom from a person of 
young age 2 

Wisdom is an old egg which young ones are not 
expected to lay 

Has God bound and tied himself to pi ayei 2 

God is a greedy soul who needs constant flattery. 
Millions are sending up prayers of piaise every 
minute but He acts the deaf to get more praise. 
If God heard all the prayers of human beings, the 
world would be a woise mess than it is today. 

Have you ever seen God 2 

I have felt His presence m the different pains of 
life. God is both love and pain 

Isn’t tnith usually bitter 2 

It is if there is a taste of falsehood m the mouth. 
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What 13 an ideal? Is it something which can never 
be attorned or which should always be possible to 
attain f 

It is a mirage that Invites a thirsty traveller and 
goads him to greater effort on the journey of life. 

What w the difference between tears of joy and 
tears of sorrow f 

Tears take their taste from emotions and when in 
joy they smile and dance In the eyes. 

Shall we know our own *n heaven? 

Yes, if you dont forget them on earth. 

If truth is poison how do wise men advise ua to 
swallow itt 

In Bmall quantities it has therapeutic value. 

Why are some babies bom dead? 

No surplus virtue with the parents to light a 
little spark I 

Is it well for us that the future is hidden from list 
The struggle for living is one long search for the 
hidden. Even God man a final destination Is a 
well hidden Divinity keeping man constantly in 
search. If the veil is tom there would be no future 
and therefore no life for man. 

Which is the noblest profession tn the world t 
Becoming a saint A saint raises his hand only 
to bless and is in turn blessed with a free living 

Why has the human mind no rest f 
Because it lives on greed and dies for power 
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What time is more suitable for committing suicide 
if life has ceased to be interesting ? 

Death is not fastidious Any time is good time 
for this old-fashioned escape 

Why do the power-loving men want to be sunound - 
ed by mediocre people ? 

Power needs a halo which little lights give 

Why did God create Adam and Eve ? 

To keep up an eternal conflict and rush for His 
arbitration 

How is it that blind people aie generally gay and 
cheerful ? 

People who can’t smile with their eyes smile 
with their faces to push away the tragedy of their 
life at least temporarily 

What is the limit in the pui suit of pleasure ? 
Pleasure is the limit, pursuit Is the method - 

What message have the floweis to give to the 
world ? 

A short life of beauty and fragiance in a silent 
and smiling service to the world 

Past looks so very sweet Why 9 

Because its edge can’t hurt any moie 

What is luck ? 

Something that provides one more proof of God 
and His blind management of our affairs. 

Empty stomachs are foul counsellors 1 

So are power crazy brains! But when stomachs 
revolt brains die. 
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Is there any necessity of Illusion m our daily life f 
It often dolls the edge of misery and lends optl 
mlsm even to a cynic. 

Do you believe that fortune is o laxy goddess t 
And blind and unreasonable 1 
Is there any relation between death and darkness t 
They are twins. 

Why is clothing necessary f 
To give nudity Its thrill. 

What do you think of practising virtue vnthout be 
Itetnng in it f 

The practice of virtue is a virtue in itself Belief 
will automatically come later 

What w fragrance to a flow erf 

Its gesture of goodwill towards the world. 

When one a wears should one put any feeling into 
it at aUt 

There la always more emotion and sincerity lb 
curses than In blessings. 

What do you think icUl be the last thing cxvUized 
by man? 

The last is himself and he took ft up as his first 
fob 

Horo to stop time from running ateayf 
Race with it I 
What is death f 

An opportunity to begin again I 
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If revenge is a sort of wild justice what do you 
think is for bear ance 2 

Forbearance is divine justice It has the patience 
of God 

Is fame a food that dead men eat 9 

Dead men digest it better than the living. 

What is the difference between nature and God 7 

Nature is the halo of God Even God needs 
glamour 

What is the relation between yam and pleasure 7 
Pleasure is the silver lining of pain. 

What is the difference between truth and God 9 

Truth is dangeious, God is harmless Try some 
truth on the Congiess ministers and you will be m 
jail You can defame God and still run all over 
the world a free man 

Is pity a bad thing ? 

Pity is a demoralizing sentiment It has a patro- 
nising and aristocratic flavour which is highly un- 
suited to our demociatic age Self pity is worse. 
It is a murder of one’s personality. 

Define pleasure ? 

The sweet edge of pain’ 

Define sweet pain 1 

It is a figure of speech 

Can death be more painful than life ? 

Death has an undying reputation for relieving 
pain It is life that is painful. 
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When ail are asleep in the night the stars Keep 
awake. Why t 

They go to bed daring the day 

Who rules the world God or Satan f 
God rales it bat Satan runs it 

Why did God create flowers t 
To give the world His definition of gentle beauty 
and polite fragrance. 

What message has the night to tell you T 

That the day will soon dawn with its eternal 
grind of work and worry 

What ts U that Keeps the world alive f 
The uncertainty of death! If human beings 
could time death, they wouldn t bother about living 
and kicking 

Can a vagabond he a philosopher f 
He has a better chance. In his feet is the pain 
of experience. 

What is your conception of hell and heaven t 
Heaven is the resting place after a hell of a world. 

Does Mahatma Gandhi wear clothes in heaven or 
does he live In one dhoti there also f 

In heaven they are dressed in virtue. Clothes 
are needed on earth to cover the conscience of mnn, 

What does a blind man see m his dreams? 



122 


GREY DUST 


. A blind man’s world should be one long dream 
with no night and day, no rainbow of colours nor 
any frustrations of greed and ambition It is one 
long night to the onlooker but to the blind darkness 
is eternal daylight 

What is pam 2 
- A reminder of God ? 


1 



BE A UTY 

What is beauty when the light is put out f 
A brutes delight 
Where does beauty end? 

In the bed room usually 

Which is better to worship God or to worship 
beauty f 

In beauty there is a divinity 

Why is the Eastern beauty called a cold 1 beauty 
though the climate is hot while the Western one is 
called hoi though the climate is cold f 

A beauty is like a hot-water bottle— cold at a 
distance but hot on the abdomen. The rubber has 
nothing to do with it — it is the heat of the water 
Inside that matters. 

In a beauty competition would you vote only for 
features t 

Voting for features is like voting for a statue. 

What types of eyes attract you dreamy eyes or 
gazelle eyes f 

The absent mind takes a dreamy look, the roving 
one the gazelle s. Give me the soulful eyes which 
intelligently reflect the slightest ripple of emotions 
in the heart. 
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If beauty is squeezed what do we get 7 
More beauty. 

When beauty begins to bloom in a woman who is the 
first to be conscious of it 9 

The neighbour who makes her look at heiself 
twice. 

Who is the most beautiful woman in the woild ? 

The one that sits m your eye without bringing 
teais 

What is the difteience between beauty and com- 
plexion 1 ? 

‘Beauty’ is what you bring, ‘complexion’ is what 
Max Factor gives. 

In what diess does a gill look beautiful? 

Dressed in her own youth and addressed by the 
desne of her admirer. 

What is ugliness ? 

An indisputable advertisement for beauty. 

Is beauty m a gn l a vntue 2 

Yes, if flamed m domestic surroundings 

When is a woman said to have celestial beauty 2 
When the man loses his head 

Can beauty be kept fiesh thiougliout life ? 

Age cannot wither beauty that penetrates the 
skm and enters the soul. 

When does beauty need camouflage 2 
When brutes are out hunting. 
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What make* a woman beautiful beauty or youth t 
Beauty is the blush of youth. In age, it still 
remains a relieving feature of a womans face. 

Does a beautiful woman ever look ugly? If so when ? 

When she is in an ugly temper Temper is ono 
passion women shouldn t flirt with. It scorches 
their beauty 

What fascinates you more a beautiful maiden or 
natural scenery t 

What is the difference between the two? Ian t a 
beautiful maiden bo much of natures glory? 

What ta the difference between glamour' and 
beauty V 

Glamour is the shine over beaut} and the mirror 
in which beauty sees its reflection. 

When does beauty need mystery ? 

When it fights shy of exposure. 

What is beauty? 

The desire to look at things beautifully 

Do you believe that the modem ladies will ruin the 
culture of India t oith all their pomp and show? 

Ancient women who are considered our cultural 
ancestors didnt have less of pomp and show A 
woman always dresses for the day and our culture 
is not tied up with a woman s dress. 

Most beautiful women of the world are usually the 
unhappiest. Why? 

In an ugly world beauty is envied and hated. 
When can beauty become monotonous f 
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Like everything else m the world beauty must 
grow and grow more beautiful and versatile When 
it stops growing, it palls. 

Does a girl who uses excessive make-up annoy you ? 

Excessive make-up does and so does no make-up. 
I believe m women diessmg their faces as well as 
their bodies because the face is the only part of 
then body women show to the woild and it is neces- 
sary to present it as attractively as possible 

Why does beauty attiact youth 7 

Because youth itself is beauty and like attracts 
like. 

Beauty is a tempo) any tyianny Why ? 

Because it melts the heait, hypnotizes the mind 
and sets hie to the senses 

If, accotding to you, beauty is an endless di cam to 
the blind, what is it to you ? 

An evergreen provocation* 

Most of the woild's beautiful faces have empty 
heads Why ? 

If every flower had fragrance, the world would 
have become a great garden 

What is the meaning of 200 yaid beauties ? 
Complete disillusionment at 2 yards 



SEX 

What is the best book you have read on text 
I have not read one yet and I dldn t know that 
one could get sex out of a book. Did Adam read a 
book on sex when he met Eve 7 

Is sex more essential than a good story for a success- 
ful motion picture? 

Sex is the first story of the world and will remain 
the last A better stor> than sex has yet to be told. 

How many sexes are there m the world f 
Productive, effective and decorative. 

What x s sex? 

A physical expression of the mental desire. 

What makes you hesitate to reveal sex in its naked- 
ness? 

Sex becomes a science when stripped and an art 
when draped. I am an artist and not a scientist. 

What t s sex morality? 

Clean desires, clean bodies and clean environ- 
ments. 

What is the most interesting topic of conversation 
in sexology? 

Celibacy I 
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What happens to the youthful spectator s when there 
is an excessive sex-appeal m a picture 7 

They take di earns to bed and get up with a head- 
ache next morning 

Suggest some means to avoid sexual att) action 7 

Drop youi eyelids and close the windows through 
which temptation enteis 

What is the psychology of sex 7 
It is the physiology of desire 

How do you define a virgin and where to find one 7 

A virgin is the one who is still on the verge and 
not yet pushed over This is lathei an antique 
commodity m a modern world but you may stumble 
on it m ruial sui roundings 

Do you condemn kissing as an immoial institution 7 

No 1 Kissing is a good breather when Adam loses 
interest 

Is the woild revolving on the pivot of sex 7 _ 

It did once when life was simple and human 
instincts were normal Now man seems to get more 
from power politics than from the warmth of sex. 

What is meant by winking 7 

Flicking the lids to get rid of the desire m the 
eye 

Is there any cultural aspect of love besides mere 
sexual attraction 7 

The cradle is the cultural liability of love 
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When a Etndu actress marries a Muslim actor or 
vice versa what religion does the mixed couple 
foQowt 

Like money sex has no religion- 

Why is it that some old husbands having young 
wives are as blind as botst 

Passion gives a cataract to an aged eye and veils 

its vision. 

Where does old age bcgmT 
In bed! 

Please define sex? 

Tho he and she of human desire. 




YOUTH 

You are go fond of youth, Doesn t it wither with 
age? 

Youth is not an ago of the flesh but a spring of 
the mind. As flesh becomes old the mind should 
become young with age. 

When does a girl become a woman f 

When Bho wakes up and opening her eyes sees the 
man in a boy 

What would you gay tj you so w a young man and a 
young woman alxoays in each other's company 
although not married t 

Playing with fire and toying with the future. 

When beauty begins to blossom in a woman who 
is the first to be conscious of it? 

Her clothes I They begin to be misfits. 

What time does a girl take to become a woman f 

It Is usually an overnight transformation. 

When does a girl start understanding the language 
of the eyes? 

When straight lines become curves. 

What is the difference between a gtrV and a 
woman f 
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A girl is the ‘warning’ of the ‘danger’ ahead. 
What beautifies girls 7 

The sudden realization that friends of childh 
have become dangerous companions of youth 

What is the age of a blush 7 
The blush is a meteor of emotion which races wit 
time 

At what age should a girl be allowed to date 7 
When her nights become long and days too sho 

When does youth fade 7 
When the world around looks old and tired 

When a gn l is over twenty she mainly hides tw 1 
things, her age and her dreams Why 7 

That’s what you think Her age is written acros 
her while her dreams dwell in her eyes What doe 
she hide then 9 

What m your opinion makes a man old — his 
vanced age or his pessimistic perspective of life 2 

The age and outlook of his wife. 

Why is it that our so-called rising generation do \ 
not at all like to rise early m the morning 7 

Whatever human bemgs may do, a bed likes it 
seven hours’ load daily to keep itself m condition. 
When a bed has waited long into the night, like 
loyal wife, it is reluctant to throw out its weigh 
m the early hours 



RELIGION 

What u your religion? 

Worshipping beauty with God as witness. 

How does a temple differ from a mosque f 

Not in the character of God but in the costumes 
of the worshippers. 

What are churches mosques and temples f 
Houses where gods sleep and where human be- 
ings mate a vain attempt to wake them up 

Why religions were founded are founded and urill 
be founded in future f 

Religion is the conscience of sin. Once in a while 
some one comes along and excavates the human 
conscience from the pile of unholy acts and we call 
It religion. 

Why don t you go to the temple every Sunday f 
Hindus don t believe in Sunday gods. 

May I know the utility of God f 

Useful as a touchstone for h uman virtue and 
some one to pray to and blame when things go 
wrong 


What ts the height of love f 
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One can reach the feet of God. 

Have you any objection to offering you) piaycrs m 
a mosque 9 

None whatever 1 A mosque is better lighted than 
a temple which has daik recesses wheie sm often 
dwells 

Suppose you are offeied eithei of the following a 
dip m the holy* Ganges or a warm shower bath m the 
Hotel Taj, which one will you go m foi 9 

I would add eau de cologne to make the Taj water 
holy and enjoy. The sanctity of the Ganges is m 
the mind and not m the water 

Why do people change leligion with then marriage? 

Religion is not found m the warm bed of a loving 
mistress but grows m the sacred cloisters of a 
searching soul. 

Are priests ravens atti acted by the odoiu of death ? 

Why m death alone 7 They haunt the living 
through a life time 

How many gods do you worship 2 

One and He is also deaf and dumb Can you 
beat my misfortune 7 

How did you feel when the Hanjans were thrust 
into our sacred temples 9 

The gods didn't leave their pedestals and run 
away at the sight of the Hanjans nor did the pnests 
protest seeing that they have secured more custo- 
mers Temples aie those whose gods aie universal 

Do you thmlc it necessamj to go to the temple, 
mosque or chinch to worship God who is omnipresent 9 
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1 go to a temple to admire architecture and yet I 
believe in God If God had lived in a temple men 
■would have found Him 

Where is your God tn a church a temple or a 
masjeed? 

I have a gipsy God He goes through all the 
places you mention and then comes home to sleep 
with me. 

What is the best prayer to God f 
Remember Him but ask Him nothing Lmmedia 
tely you ask Him for something He gets frozen. 

Do you think xt would be better for us to stick to 
the religion of our birth or to adopt the one considered 
best f 

The child takes its first sip of religion from its 
mother's breast and the first taste never disappears 
through ten conversions. 

How tctZZ you define Gandhism t 

A religion preached by one man and followed by 
one man. 

What is the speciality tn Hinduism that a Hindu 
need cling to it f 

The numerous beatingB it takes and yet pops out 
like a cuckoo from a clock. 

Why is a recent convert more fanatic than otherst 
In his effort to still the little voice of conscience, 
he m akes more noise, for conversions are rarely 
convictions, 

Will Islam pensh tn India? 
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Never! And why should it m our secular state? 
Islam is a great religion but its very democracy has 
been turned into fanaticism by some of its followers 
That is also tiue of many other religions and it is 
a great pity because never before did humanity need 
religion so badly as now 

How would you answei this charge of a foreigner 
" Hinduism has no histomj ” 7 

Hinduism is the history of all foreign and Indian 
races India was the cradle of Aryan civilization 
when Europeans were mere barbarians. 

What is youi every day piayer to God 7 

I only remember Him I don't ask anything 
knowing that .He is very slow and I have no 
patience 

Is it true that genei ally women have greatei regard 
for religion than men 3 

Women need spiritual guidance to understand 
the brute in man. 

Some Muslim and Chmstian actois and acti esses 
adopt Hindu names. Why not Hinduism also ? 

You cannot adopt Hinduism One has to be born 
a Hindu to inherit a spiritual hentage which is 
thousands of yeais old 

Is there a spmtual world? 

There is I guess. I have met a few from the 
other world and I am still confused about the 
phenomenon 

i 

Has religion got anything to do with culture 2 
Religion is the culture of the soul 
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“Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" Do 
you fear God t 

Heavens no! Why should I when He Is supposed 
to be all merciful? 

Is terror of society the basis of morals and terror 
of God the secret of religion? 

Terror has a short life. Society and religion are 
not based on such a flimsy passion. Just consider 
the age of our religion and society and you will find 
an answer 

What are the sacred duties of a man and a woman 
in this world? 

To mako this world a garden of God and grow in 
it the silent flowers of devotion and service to 
humanity 

Which is the most religious place for Hindus tn 
India? 

Their own homes, where the prayer and the 
lullaby can be sung together in the warmth of the 
home fires. 

What is the food of God? 

Praise, endless praise, written in poems and sung 
with music. But when man demands the same 
food, we call It flattery 

May I know what is your definition of religion? 

Religion is the human conscience confined to a code 
book from which people read quotations to others. 

What is the best saga of violence? 

Bhagwat Gital It destroyed a great race of 
warriors with the rhythm of poetry and punctuation 
of philosophy 
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What is the easiest way to please God 2 

Flatter him with a daily prayer but don't ask him 
for anything. He has willing ears for praise but 
none for woes. 

What is the relation between the country and its 
religion 2 

A country is the temple, leligion its divine 
flame which people, the devotees, keep burning. 

What is the use of muttering pi ayei s in Ai abic and 
Sanskrit by people who do not understand them 2 

God is evidently a great linguist The act of 
piaying is moie impoitant than the words of the 
piayer In any case we have a deaf God and words 
don’t count 

Why does not God appear before us when we pray 
to Him? 

The illusion of His existence is the gieatest glam- 
our of God which His appearance m form will des- 
troy and people will stop further prayeis. And God 
is a great glutton for prayers. He wants them from 
saints and smneis alike He is not like our Con- 
gress ministers refusing revenue fiom drunkards, 
gamblers and sinners 

Why are pnests still flourishing when each one can 
pray for himself 2 

The first man who gave us God became a priest 
and m doing so acquired invisible assets which 
will pay him dividends through eternity 

To which sex does God belong 2 

, If God had sex, heaven would have been 
crowded with pimps, priests and politicians. 
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If God i3 all pervading why not tee worship him in 
our own hearts instead of doing so t» churches mo 8 
ques or temples t 

Hearts become temples of God only when the 
mind Is lit up with knowledge. Temples, mosques 
and churches are built for the ignorant masses to 
practise the self hypnosis of mass prayers. 

Is God impertinent? 

Oh no! He is polite and indifferent 




FILM STARS 

What precautions do the film actors take when they 
act in a romantic scene with on actress? 

They wear the company's costumes. 

What dots love mean to an actress? 

Just another dialogue for which the producer 
pays. 

When does on actress become a star 1 ? 

When the masses pick bits of her personality and 
go to bed with them. 

Film actresses like wine improve as they mature? 

But they become less intoxicating 
How does a film star look before her make-up f 
Just as mummy ushered her 

Which is the most valuable thing an actress can be 
robbed off? 

Her face — by the camera man. 

What does on actress do after thirty five T 
She competes with little school girls and cant 
even add up years. 

Is there any film actress tn the world who has only 
one legal husband? 

All have one legal husband. 
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When divorce makes ‘vatual widoius’, why do 
some actresses indulge in it 2 

That’s widowhood without tears — the breath-bell 
before the next lound. 

“Knock and the door will be opened”. How far is 
this true of our film acti esses and producers ? 

Doors are old fashioned and many of the stars are 
too modern to fix doors to their rooms 

Do film stais worship God ? 

No 1 God worships them and keeps them going. 

Who do you think is oiu most ovei -exposed 
actress ? 

Almost all. Only gynecologists can see the rest. 

Up to what age can a film star stay a favourite ? 

Till she is six children old 

If a tax is imposed upon virgins, will it be of any 

use to society ? 

> 

The government will collect huge amounts from 
the film acti esses because non-payment would 
amount to a confession. 

Why do you piaise actois and actresses after they 
die and not while they live ? 

A living artiste is a standing menace. The dead 
ones don’t give new performances 

“A rolling stone gathers no moss” Why does this 
not apply to actresses ? 

They are precious stones 

Do our actresses change then minds as often as 
they change their garments 2 
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To change, one needs a mind. 

Can an octrees keep her character t 

If she has one, no one will steal it Character 
is not taken. It Is surrendered. 

Do all stars go to races? 

Many do Some for seeing the horses ran and 
some for giving others a run. 

When do starlets become stars’? 

When the Uttlo one carries big producers in her 
tiny handbag 

Do our actresses like sunlight or moonlight f 
For work they need studio light for vanity they 
like limelight and for their romance they prefer 
moonlight Sunlight they use for resting 

Do our film stars go to hell or heaven after death t 
Straight to heaven because hell they live through 
on earth. 

Why is it difficult to marry o film actress? 

Because you don t know which expression of hers 
you can hold for a life-time. 

The popular stars of yesterday look withered 
today Why? 

Film stars are flowers of moss passions and 
wither in the winter of public disapproval. 

Bow is it that film stars never ask you questions? 

How can they? They cany oil the replies to all 
the questions you can possibly nsk. 

What type of an actress do you like most? 
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The one m whom the woman dominates and art 
lies concealed. 

When is a filmfan overjoyed 9 

When he gets a photo of his favourite star by 
telling lies. 

Do act) esses pray to God 9 
Yes, tin gods. 

What wdl happen if some access suddenly becomes 
a somnambulist 9 

She might return to her own bedroom 

Differentiate between stars in the shy and stars in 
the Indian film world 9 

Those in the sky twinkle and soothe Those on 
earth sing and bore 

Are there any ‘pin-up' girls in our film industry 9 

You need legs to pm-up We have only faces to 
hide 

Do film stars ever give presents to each other 9 If 
so, rvhat 9 

Some exchange their lovers m mutual affection 
— some toss up epithets and the rest avoid each 
other 

How would an old and retired actress recall her 
youth 9 i 

By describing the charms of her youthful 
daughter 

Have any of the film actresses ever given birth to 
triplets 9 
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Very often! The> nro the producer the director 
and the hero 

Do film start twinkle tn the dark? 

When they do things come to light 

Is not a good deal of national wealth given to dogs 
in paying fat salaries to actors t 

Even t6 use an idiom don t insult the dogs. 
Their proverbial loyalty deserves moro respect 

What power you have in yourself I You have not 
yet entangled yourself in the meshes of a film start 
I know most of the doctors who attend on our 
film stars and the doctors have frightening stories 
to tell. 

Do the film actresses know how to cookt 

They cook welt Each of them has a couple of 
buildings. 

How can I become the friend of an actress t 
That Is a problem of high flnanco and needs a 
huge parental fortune. 

Ifhen does a film actor or actress get dejeeted with 
Ufet 

When the bank starts refusing cheques. 

Which t s a rainy day tn tho life of an average 
actress T 

A dry night is usually the rainy day and old age 
is usually the season of innocence. 

What paint a film star most? 

Her husbands interference in her work. 
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Why are actresses ever changing their eyebrows 2 
Diffeient winks 1 squire different eyebrows. 

What do you consider to be the seciet of success 
of our film actresses ? 

The cataract m the eyes of the masses and the 
tumour m their biam. 

Hoiu do the manned \ female stars feel when they 
have to act with sti angers 2 

Married stais have blunt edges and strangers 
can’t sharpen them easily Those who oveieat 
never wake up with an appetite 

Do you keep any soi t of iecoid of the film stais 9 

I have seen them grow befoie my eyes I know 
even their moles 

Hoiv does an actiess feel when lonely ? 

That the world around her is giadually learn- 
ing to behave. 

What is more attractive m an American actiess. 
her hips oi her lips 2 

All her tips have to be atti active to make the 
people tipsy. 

Define a glamour boy ? 

The boy who finds his god in the mirror. 

Why aie film actresses becoming fat and fatter 
from picture to pictuie 9 

They have put the producers on a reducing diet. 

If all the mirrois are kept away /? om actresses for 
some days, how will they judge their beauty 9 

By the sale of tickets at the cinemas. 
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Can an actress be a good unfet 

If she acta at home aa well os she does on tho 
screen jou cannot expect a good wife. 

What would happen if our actors practise yoga? 

Yoga would become tho first crime of the nation. 
What is the forbidden fruit of the film garden f 
The star in whom tho vested Interest has a 
stake. 

What is modesty to woman in the film land? 

Identically the samo ornament as to the woman 
outside the films. 

Do you think glamour girls make desirable wives? 

Good women are wives first and glamour girls 
afterwards. 

Do our film actresses invite film actors when they 
give birth to babies ? 

Some of them should invite tho producers to 
name the baby correctly 

Do you think that the character of a society girl is 
affected in any way by joining films? 

No but her husband loses character 

Can we expect patriotic sons and daughters from 
our film actresses? 

There I a a chance of getting some from those 
who playback for our stars those songB of patrio- 
tism we hear so often on the screen If some of 
those hot words light up a flame within the womb 

How long does a film star remain popular? 
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With the producei as long as she draws the 
crowds, with the dnector: as long as she looks 
young and obliging, with the public: as long as 
she features m popular pictures 

Can you tell me the exact age at which acti esses 
retn e fi om the film line 7 

Thej r begin at sweet ‘seventeen’, work for twenty 
years and retire at ‘twenty-one’ During their 
stardom they lefuse to grow but a year after their 
retnement they suddenly look 45. 

Is there any film stai who knows piloting? 

Oh yes, almost eveiy beautiful star pilots her 
producer, often to the rocks of failure 

Please let me know if the pnvate lives of cinema 
actois and acti esses aie pious 7 

Absolutely’ Pious to all the desires a human 
being is subject to. 

Why don’t our directoi s pay some attention towards 
sex-appeal 7 

They do and so much of it that the girls have no 
sex-appeal left on the screen. They have only sex 
left to show but no appeal 

What is the seciet of a ivell-di essed actress ? 

That the producer has a good bank balance 

What is an ideal husband for a film actress 7 

The man who doesn’t mind salting his bread with 
the sweat of his wife’s brow and doesn’t feel lonely 
m a single bed 

What do the film stars want — fame or money 7 
They want fame because money pursues fame. 
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Why do most film stars remain unmarried ? 

Producers dont like to negotiate business with 
husbands. Married stare usually get fewer con 
tracts. 

What is the difference between an actress and a 
p rostitutet 

None, though you can t mix one with the other 
Both follow absolutely honest professions — one 
earns on her talent, the other on her flesh. The 
actress Is more fortunate in her work being called 
an artistic profession, while the other one is unfor 
tunate in being looked down upon as following an 
immoral profession. In my opinion both ore 
respectable members of human society and both 
belong to the essential services of our modern times. 
But remember that a film actress is not a prostitute. 
Her profession is acting 

Do our film stars ever weep f 

Tears are the lot of all human beings and stars 
have beautiful eyes to hold the tears. 

Name a film actress who is worth her weight m 
gold t 

Quite a few get gold for their weight but the 
weight Is not worth the gold. 

What is an actor without ego f 
An egg without a shell! 

When does an extra girl become a star ? 

When a small producer apes a big one and buys 
a four-seater for two persons. 

Should the heroins be always an extra at the start t 
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Oh no ! Those who jump into the eye at first 
sight jump to stardom straightway 

Why is it that when we see tiagedy on the Indian 
screen, we are uithei inclined to laugh than cry ? 

Because when you look behind, you see the dead 
hero sitting m the box receiving curious smiles 



SCREEN AND STAGE 
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Why are Indian pictures ao long ? 

Because our producers require a long *opo to hang 
themselves with. 

Why have colour films /ailed in India? 

Because in the colour films wo had eyes looked 
red, hair looked yellow and lips looked black. Like 
the producers, the colours loafed about and settled 
down at the wrong spots. 

How are tears produced tn the eyes of actors and 
actresses? 

With glycerine in case of adults and by pinching 
the bottoms In case of little babies. 

I have generally found heroines tn pictures 
addressing their husbands as swamy 1 noth which 
is not at all a common practice these days! 

It is only in pictures that wives are so pedanti 
cally polite. I would divorce the woman who calls 
me swamy' 

Who popularizes vulgarity— -our producers or 
prostitutes? 

Prostitutes absorb vulgarity producers promote 
it 
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What do you think when you see a picture in 
i which a pi egnant actress plays the part of a heroine 7 

I expect the baby to be born any minute and get 
disappointed not to hear its cry at the end. 

What is a peifect scieen kiss 7 

One that is caught by the camera but not by the 
lips 

Has God given us eyes only to enjoy the beauty of 
natuie ? 

No* Also to see Indian film monstrosities 

What do you dislike about Hollywood 7 

The “wood" pait of it so often seen in its upper 
l egion 

Have you evei been haunted by ghosts oi witches? 

Oh, yes' In my world they are called producers 
and film stais 

Why oui film hei o when he goes to the village well 
for dunking watei , forgets to drink water and begins 
to look like a fool at the face of the village girl who 
gives him water ? 

His throat is not paiched but his eyes aie 
thirsty In this he emulates his producer 

At times I am so fed up with my life that I wish 
to put an end to it But suicide is a crime — both 
moral and penal What should I do? 

See Indian pictures thrice every day and you 
will pass out of this world gradually 

' Which is the most fascinating part of film produc- 
tion ? 
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The heroine part of it, If sho is a now comer 

How is li that while kisscj and embrace a in Indmn 
films are censored by Congress governments Con- 
gress leaders at Delhi publicly embraca foreigners of 
the opposite sex and their photographs ate promi- 
nently seen in papersl 

Film producers turn kisses into currency notes 
by flavouring the kisses with desire. Congress 
leaders use them os conventional courtesies. 

When does a picture tuake a silver jubilee? 

When approximately half a million fools have 
seen It 

IFAp is if that the length of the films is measured 
only ui feet and not in yards? 

Producers give us tho films In feet but uo seo 
them In miles. 

Is there any casting department in any of our film 
studios t 

The two tired eyes of the producer do all tho 
casting They aro cast about and In doing so lend 
caste to many a casteleas. 

How many producers in our country arc art con- 
scious 1 

All 1 They treat art like on ancient treasure and 
keep it safe from prying eyes. That is also one 
way of looking after It 

Please let me know whether you are afraid of the 
producers or the producers are afraid of you? 

No one is afraid of any one la this world, each 
party playing the game to suit the circumstances. 
We are all time-servers. 
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What is the basis of the entire film industry 9 
Sex and money! 

Indian producers arc very fond of producing social 
pictui es 9 

Actually, they are anti-social but keep that a 
secret 

Does the cinema encouiage juvenile crime 9 

Even adults oblige to complete our crime record. 

Have the pi esent-day movies any educational 
value 9 

They have a therapeutic value Even chronic 
sufferers from insomnia sleep well m the theatres. 

When a film dnectoi is so much interested in em- 
phasizing “sex appeal 1 ' m female aitistes, why doss 
he not labour equally in the case of male aitistes? 

Men have no ‘sex appeal’ to sell They have 
‘bank appeal’ which provides security to women. 
That is the only male quality that counts 

Who is the Indian actiess famous for her legs? 

Only m Hollywood they sell “legs” and sometimes 
more Art is often sold there from a flesh-and- 
blood counter 

Is it possible to judge the pictures by their adver- 
tisements 9 

That is like judging a woman by her paint 

What is “ film technique” 9 

It is a mystenous word that coveis like a blanket 
all the funny expeiiments of film directors in 
India In Hollywood, it means the scientific art of 
fiammg and piesentmg pictures 
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Why is marriage the common conclusion of nearly 
all film themes ? 

How else can they end an affair between a man 
and a woman? Society has yet to accept an alter 
nathe arrangement 

Heroes don t 4.io in the romances written by film 
qtory writer* Why? 

If they died theatres would be empty People 
don t pay to see their heroes die. 

What is the templing bait to attract educated 
girls to films? 

Money and glamour attract all girls — educated 
or not Art is, of course, the subsequent apology 

Is it bad manners to sleep in the midst of a movie 
programme? 

It is a blessing If >ou can do it 
Generally politicians do not act in films Why t 
Films have a happy ending which politicians 
dread. They need chaos and tragedy to be natural. 
When politicians stage their acts, people pay with 
their lives. 

What are the qualifications of an average director? 

Fooling with the heroine, making a fooi of the 
producer and ultimately looking a fool himself. 

Are there any raio film manufacturers in India ? 

Nol But we have directors who expose the film 
and make it look more raw than ever before. 

Is it lewd and licentious to act in films? 

Heavens, nol It is good and gracious. 
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How often do you go to the pictures? 

As often as the producers commit the mistake 
of producing ope, 

What are your suggestions to improve the South 
Indian films 2 

Shoot some of the South Indian producers on a 
foggy morning so that you don’t have to see their 
faces and spoil your day 

Don't you think that all om producers should 
adopt a common tiade mark — a heap of notes and 
coins with an inscnption below, “Ait for Money's 
sake ” 2 

That would be honest but honesty is not a 
popular virtue with our film producers 

If you had to describe the Indian film industry in 
one word, which one could you use 2 

Misadventure f 

What is youi honest opinion about the prices at 
which producers buy scripts and stones m our 
country 2 

There can’t be an honest opinion about a dis- 
honest piactice Our produceis generally steal 
stories If they don’t, their writers do 

Why is not kissing permitted m Indian films when 
we see foreign pictuies full of them 2 

The west is a materialistic world m which con- 
crete exchanges have to be indulged even to 
establish emotional values Western love has to be 
seen before it is believed Kissing in the West is 
a noisy and visible gesture, fashioned in their 
usual materialistic strain, to prove even to the 
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blind that lo\e has been delh ered on both sides. 
In the East, lo\e is an abstract spiritual emotion 
which Is often difficult to discover even In the 
tearful ej es of the beloved- Women in our country 
consider it vulgar even to bring their heart into 
their e>es to prove that the> lo\e their man. 
Theirs Is a silent, aecretivo and spiritual emotion. 
When Indian women love they worship and dont 
toss up noisy kisses. 

Hoio long doe* a star remain popular? 

As long as the fools stand in queues. 

What ls good poetry ? 

Certainly not the one film “poets write. 

Could you define the object of film production in 
India ? 

Lots of fun and pots of money 1 

Who selects the cast for our pictures the director 
or the producer? 

Circumstances and pet prejudices! 

Do you ever suffer from headache? 

Between tho readers and the producers I have 
all the aches. 

^Vhat is your idea about grief? Do you think that 
a few tears and a song express genuine gnef in a 
motion picture ? 

Overwhelming grief is dry and dumb In 
motion pictures we glamourise grief with gljcerine 
tears. 

Why do our good artistes agree to act in rotten 
films? 
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If they wait for good- ones they will have to go 
unemployed all their life as every picture begins 
as the world’s greatest one and often ends as the 
world’s rottenest 

Is the Indian film industry a democratic organiza- 
tion 2 

There is Communism m its artistic existence 
Grocers, brokers, idiots — one and all — form a 
loving brotherhood to strip art of the least pre- 
tence of anything artistic 

Which is more important m a film the star or the 
story 2 

The pioducer’s greed for money 

Can you tell me who is the most fortunate person 
m the Indian film world 2 

One who hasn’t the misfortune of being intelli- 
gent. 

Do stars suffer from misfortune 2 If so when and 
why 2 

The misfortune of the stars begins with the 
story writer and ends with the director In 
between there aie lync winters, music directors, 
cameramen, recordists and the stupid producers 

Is it necessary that our dancers should look effemi- 
nate — I mean the men dancers 2 Are there no 
masculine dances or do you think our ideas regarding 
masculinity and femininity are somewhat confused? 

I have lead of the ‘Lasya’ and ‘Tandav’ forms of 
Indian dancing but I always prefer a woman 
dancing to a man T am told that some of our male 
dancers do the ‘Tandav’ as well as Lord Shiva used 
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to do it And yet give me always a beautiful woman 
with a beautiful figure and I am prepared to 
accept every movement of hors as the most divine 
gesture. 

Do you thtnk that in a film realism is more im- 
pressive than idealism ? 

Realism often become crude and .morbid because 
it reflects life. Idealism presents hope without tho 
agony of realism and as such becomes more suit- 
able for screen entertainment 

How do they define love in India s filmland ? 

As a flamo that attracts tho moth — tho producer 

Which affords greater scope for entertainment 
crime or comedy ? 

Crime is education comedy is entertainment 

Why don t some of our film stars attempt autobio- 
graphies? 

Why do >ou want volumes of lies? 

What is cinema art or business ? 

Art for the critics, entertainment for the film 
goers and business for tho producers. 

What is the difference between a film fan and a 
film critic? 

A film fan is usually tho sucker who builds up 
the producer's bank balance. Critic is the one who 
tries to save both and gets a bad name In doing 
so 

What makes a picture a success? 

A complete break-down of the thinking machine 
of the masses 
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What aie the requisites of a film company 2 
Wealth, women, wine and wasters. 

Which is the most impoi tant thing in a film? 

The producer’s luck 

Whom do you call a blind gambles ? 

A film producei 1 He caters for the blind who 
flock to see our rotten pictures 

Oratois aie made, poets aie bomi What about 
producei s and daectois 7 

Born, born, heaven born' Making them would 
need some training 

Don’t you think it a good idea that producers 
should adopt then own faces as then tiade maiks 2 

If they did people will leave the theatres without 
seeing the rest of the picture Some of them drove 
even their own mothers to suicide. 

What would you think of a peison of 65 seeing 
pictures every day 2 

On way to rejuvenation* 

What would be the thoughts of our ancestors on 
seeing some of oui films ? 

They would repent for their impulsiveness m 
getting married. 

How is it our forefathers managed without 
cinemas 2 

Our forefathers were not such simpletons as we 
are inclined to believe They had their own 
shadow plays and our old literature is full of 
obscene stage plays which entertained kings and 
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subjects alike. Thev had chariot races and they 
gambled till they staked their wives and lost- They 
waged fratricidal wars which wiped off whole 
dynasties and they employed poets to turn sinners 
into gods for posterity to worship From all 
evidence our forefathers were greater sinners. 

Bow is it that honest and cultured, persons do not 
shino well tn the film trade? 

The film trade primarily caters for the crude 
masses whose needs can be understood by equally 
crude producers. 

What is the occupational disease peculiar to film 
production ? 

Lack of brains and imagination! 

Where is poverty m a film studio? 

In t&ie art and cash departments. 

When is Indta going to get up-to-date cameras for 
making good pictures t 

Our cameras are up-to-date- Only our camera 
men are out of date. 

Which do you prefer the reality of the stage or 
the illusion of the screen t 

The stage gets its realism from the living pre- 
sence of the player but as far as expression of art 
is concerned there is little to choose between the 
two The screen has an added advantage which 
the stage hasn t In a close-up the screen reveals 
the innermost emotions of a player which the stage 
cannot because of the distance between the players 
and the spectators. 

Why do our college youths like Hollywood pictures ? 
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There is more to see in them — often a symphony 
of love and legs Indian legs are wrapped in 
traditional bandages 

Do Indian accesses cany their babies with them 
when they go to the studios for woik 7 

They leave them behind m ehaige of their hus- 
bands who make good baby-sitteis 

Why aien’t our film pioducers producing Pandit 
Nehm’s life foi the screen 9 

They are waiting for him to die because dead 
men can't protest Besides a great death is al- 
ways good business foi film producers 

A Hollywood picture is disliked by our women 
Why 9 

It reflects their private deeds of dark hours. 



CRITICISM 

Does criticism help a person? 

At least it gives relief to the impatient critic. 
Criticism is the mirror a neighbour carries in his 
pocket for you to see yourself 

Do you get complimentary passes from the pro- 
ducers? 

I get complimentary abuse for criticising their 
pictures. 

You seem to take pleasure in exposing the defects 
and weaknesses of others Tell me frankly have you 
none of your own? 

I have them in tons and that is one reason why 
I can spot them in others. 

How does a film critic play the traitor to his pen? 

By becoming the producer’s salesman. 

What is the difference between a critic and a 
cynic? 

A critic helps the ailing while the cynic holds on 
inquest over the dead. 

Would you criticise even gods if they came doum 
to act in our film industry? 

Gods are poor meat seeing that I criticise devils. 



Have you ever suffered from insomnia ? 

Honest criticism is a marvellous hypnotic. 

Wheie does a bad -picture hit you 7 

On my stomach After my bad review of it, its 
producei stops adveitismg in “filmmdia”. So for 
my own sake, I always pi ay that our producei s 
pioduce good pictures. 

You always criticized Ganahiji Why not Jinnah ? 
Criticism is a frown of expectations 

Don't some of the film pioduccrs tnj to bribe you 
to yet favourable criticism about then pictures ? 

They don’t bribe, they blackmail. Bribing needs 
money — blackmailing needs only a dirty tongue. 

What is your worst fault as a film critic ? 

When a picture is tolerably good I call it pretty 
good out of sheer patriotism 

7 have heard my friends calling you a diplomat 
Are you one 9 

A critic has a dry tongue, a diplomat has an oily 
one 

How do you silence your cmtics ? 

By letting them talk 

Do you worry about what people think of you ? 

I woiry when thev start giving me a good name 
When they do so they jeopardize my bread A 
popular critic is a hungry man 

If a medical practitioner of countr y-wide repute 
can become the governor of a province, is it not 
possible for a famous critic to become one 7 
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The plums of life never go to critics. They are 
reserved for clappers- 

Do not directors and producers weep before you 
when you criticise their pictures t 

They do but I weep back for getting’ bad pic 
tores. 

What is the secret of good journalism f 

Honest reaction to the events of the day honestly 
Interpreted. 

What qualities are required to become a beauty 
critic T 

To be a entfe of beauty the primary need Is a 
parched eye that aches for a soothe. 

Do you follow what you preach? 

I dont preach I criticise. The critic Is not 
obliged to live up to his criticisms like the preacher 

Have you any friends among the producers ? 

All the producers are my personal friends with 
the alight difference that we sit on either aide of 
the fence for our meals. 

In spite of being known as an impartial entte why 
do you stUl retain peculiar likes and dislikes f 

M Impartial criticism Is merely a metaphor All 
criticism is more or less subjective. The least 
subjective is accepted as Impartial. It Is only a 
tame way of getting out of a bad situation. 

Do you like to have a change in your profession? 

It Is too late to change now I have already got 
a bad name. 
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When you know about the scarcity of talent m the 
film industry , why do you cuticise the majouty of 
scieen a itistes 2 

Criticism is an argument for art and not an 
excuse for commerce If there is a scarcity, it is 
the funeial of the producers and not of the critic 

“Baikmg dog seldom bites " How is it that you 
manage to do both 2 

My bite is m the baik. 

Name a producer who collects himself fiom youi 
ci iticisms 9 

Himansu Rai He died yeais ago 

Why is it that you aie always misundei stood by 
otheis ? 

The tiouble is that I am dreadfully right m cer- 
tain things and people don't want me to be so 
damned accurate 

Do you believe m worshipping ? 

If criticism is worship, I deify people 

Do you feai death 9 

If I had I would have become a clapper and not 
a critic 

What do you prefer’ politics, social work, lehgious 
life or hypocrisy ? 

Politics, social work and religious life aie all 
shades of hypocrisy m the present times. I pre- 
fer film criticism One can at least be honest in 
it 


What is the function of criticism ? 
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To destroy self-complacency and provoke new 
thought 

Criticism is the art of the devil Do you accept 
it? 

No l The executioner in jail who hangs crimi- 
nals /a not called a murderer Then why should 
a critic who does his duty conscientiously be called 
a devil? 




FRIVOLITY 

I am now in the fighting forces and battling for 
freedom. I want to marry a film actress Can If 
Your hands are full and I don t advise your 
opening a second front 

Whenever I see a tragic pictuic a pn nunient stain 
of sadness appears on my heart f 
Alcohol Is a good stain remo\er 
What is the difference between gal and gall ? 

Gal in your arms — gall in >our neighbour's. 

When why how and whom to many! 

If I tell you all that you will need me again 
after the marriage. 

What is a pin up gxrit 
The girl who has regard only for the fig leaf 

Birth control — is it a sin or a virtue I 
That depends on the purse-control. 

Which Atom Bomb is more harmful to mankind 
one dropped from an aeroplane or the one thrown 
from a girVs eyest 

The first destroys a home the second builds one. 
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If 32 degrees is a freezing point, what is the 
squeezing point 2 

212 degrees Fahrenheit 

It is said that you lecewe perfumed letters from 
your female fans ? 
i Yes, they smell of spices. 

Bow does a bride feel on the first night of her 
niamage 2 

How the hell do I know’ I have been a groom 

always 

How do you cclebiate your bnthday 2 

I pray to God to forgive my parents 

What is a dream 2 

An evidence in the head of water in the bladder. 

Don’t you favour nudism 7 
' I do — in a bath-tub. 

Why does a man feel an wge to embiace the ghl 
foi whom he has a fancy? 

It is a chilly weather manoeuvre. In the 

tiopics they put distance between love and desire. 

What is telepathy ? 

Imagination by the male that the female has 

switched on 

Has any young woman ever pulled your leg 7 

Those who tried lost theirs 

Two of the most comfortable things m the world 
are old shoes and old jnends What is your experi- 
ence? 



FRIVOLITY 171 

I am a progressive man. I seek comfort in new 
ones- 

What is a kiss without heavenly bites ? 

Without heaven in it, it may prove an introduc 
tion to pyorrhoea. 

What would you do if you were left alone on an 
island with a bewitching girl? 

I would not improve on Adam 
1 have heard that you are o lady killer Is it true? 

Come and count the corpses in the streets of 
Bombay 

Why do people build castles in tho air? 

Owing to the shortage of building material*. 

A man though married to a beautiful lady is still 
seen running after nice ladies Why? 

A razor often needs a strop to secure a smoo h 
Bhave. 

If you are caught between tuo gula in a theatre 
what is the best tcay to get rid of your nervousness P 
I dont feel nervous in such homely surround- 
ings. I am built differently 

Do you know the effect of eatmg raw onions? 

It keeps romance at arm s length and gives your 
best friend a chance. 

Can you cook ? 

I can do the next best thing — eat and appreciate 
a well-cooked meal 

What does a lady’s hand bag contain f 



172 


GREY DUST 


That depends on the day’s activities I knew 
one who can led a. knife 

What should be done when many boys ate fighting 
with one another for the sake of a beautiful girl ? 

If it is a problem of many they should refer the 
matter to the UNO and ask for a Commission 
to be appointed 

A gul fnend advises me “When you ate married, 
and yoin husband is cross, take up a bioomsticlc in 
hand, And say ‘ I am boss''” Do you agtee ? 

I do if the woman is dumb 

Have you evet been with a lady to hiss he) under 
the mistletoe ? 

I wouldn’t like to blame the mistletoe for my 
mistakes. 

If I invite you to a fancy diess patty and lequest 
you to come m a child’s attue so as to look not mote 
than twelve in age, how would you do it ? 

I would have to wrap myself m your imagina- 
tion, which may, if necessary, be pitched even lower 
than twelve 

What is meant by a “tom boy " and a “he-man " 7 

Tom boy is the girl with the itch of youth in 
constant search for a scratch He-man is the boy 
with enlarged monkey-glands. 

Which is better a kiss which fools you or a foot 
who kisses you ? 

There is not much to choose between the two as 
in either case you remain a fool. > 
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Buds and blossoms are known to give solace but m 
my pursuit of them I have had thorns and thorns all 
the way and the effort of these weary years has been 
futile Why so t 

So far >ou have rushed .only to smell and run 
away Next time pick a blossom and take it to 
your nursery for keeps. There’ll be no thorns 
then — onlj babies. 

1 ou have got a gigantic personality Why don t 
you work on the screen f 

They dont want giants on the screen. They 
want human beings. 

Will you ever renounce girls j» your life f 
No! Not till I start drinking goafs milk. And 
why should I reject the solitary companion which 
God has given to man? 

Can a undow be called a Mtse ? 

Why not, seeing that she misses something and 
is still young enough to become a missus once 
again? 

Who is your beloved actor 7 
In this world of cradles wh) love an actor? 

If love is fire* marriage an inferno dirorcs 
salvation and second marriage purgatorial expia- 
tion what is polygamy t 
Escapism. 

If a beautiful couple goes for a stroll and Cupid 
discovers that there is no arrow left in his quiver 
what wQl he dot 
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Modem loveis don’t wait for Cupid They need 
only a cinema theatre They have all the anows 
m their quiver 

What aie your politics 9 
Biead, butter and bean for me and my Jean 

Aie husbands necessary 9 
Not if wives are superfluous 

Why is a woman ptefened to a man as a pnvate 
seci etai y 9 

The Avoid ‘pnvate’ has a feminine gender. 

How many floweis have yon clashed till now 9 

I am not a perfume manufacturer Besides a 
ciushed fknvei brings the perfume home Do you 
think I am lunmng an oiphanage 9 

An asti ologei told me that the editois of film 
magazines accompany the actois and act) esses into 
hell aftei then death If it is a fact, may I feel sony 
foi you ) fate 9 

You should be happy That means continued 
business over theie If I go with them I shall have 
something to Avrite 

When does a boy become a man 9 
When he buys a safety razor. 

How can a kiss be valued 9 
By its sequel 

If “‘viigm’ is the goods and ‘miss’ is the label”, 
what is a spmstei 9 

Unclaimed goods in the lost property office. 
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Can a woman love another woman instead of a 
want 

Not Instead bat in addition* 

What is the difference between a butterfly and a 
belle? 

A butterfly haa no honey 

How did the Anglo-Indian community come into 
existence f 

The same way like the reat of the Indiana, They 
haven t a special proceaa. 

What is your definition of lip sympathy *? 

A noisy kiss between clumsy lovers is so much Up 
sympathy 

How do you feel when you see on the screen an 
Indian film actress smoking t 

Feel like calling for tho Fire Brigade. 

.How many hours sleep does a man require? Napo- 
leon slept only two hours and yet possessed tremend 
ous energy and vigour Why? 

That's why he ended at St, Helena. You stick 
to seven hours in bed 

Why are the European ladies fond of carrying pup- 
pies close to the neck ? 

To give the pups some cushion comforts. 

Why do young ladies show dislike for moustaches f 

If they had, Sikhs would have become solitary 
Crusoes. 

Are you in favour of re marrying imdowt? 

At what age? 
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What is the best way to teach a gnl to swim 7 

It all depends on what the gill wants to become 
after the swim. 

Which ‘place m India m your opinion is the best for 
celebr ating honeymoon 7 

A bedroom is about the safest place The lest of 
India is too crowded with 400 millions sprinkled all 
over. 

My idea of a good time is to go to bed with a good 
book What is youis? 

I would read the book Merely going to bed wit*- 1 
one wouldn’t help 

I want ‘light’, Mi Patel ? 

Buy a match box 

Whenever I have a tete-a-tete with a girl, I get a 
thrilling sensation but unfortunately it is only a 
momentary one What may be the reason 7 

Defective conduction 

Are you looking forward to enjoying an everlasting 
bliss m heaven ? 

I need a modem streamlined show. The old 
fashioned one needs too much virtue for admission 

A frnend of mine is suffering from expansion and 
dislocation of the heart What is your advice to her ? 

Ask her to buy a double bed 

Have you ever closed your eyes on a good-looking 
girl 7 

Perish the thought! How could you think of such 
blasphemy 9 
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Which is the fact that yon can never forget t 
My own. The mirror has reflected it so many 
times that it almost haunts me. 

Which of theee do you like a sweet dream that yon 
are sleeping on the lap of your beloved or actually a 
deep slumber on the lap of the beloved? 

I like the dream In case I find the lap cold. 

Have you ever bceu impertinent? 

I have never been poll to unnecessarily 

I came to feuoto that planting of new trees teas the 
chief event on the first anniversary of our tnd^pen- 
dence May 1 know why? 

To provide shade for the future sit-down strikers 
and to accommodate street dogs. 

Why are you so fond of your wife? 

Then should I be fond of someone else s wife? 

ffoio icill you feel \ f some gentleman sitting behind 
you tu a picture-house happens to rest his legs on the 
back of your chair just above your shoulders? 

If some one does that to me there won t be a 
gentleman left In the chair behind me. 

What will happen if men retired and handed over 
the government to ladies? 

The secretariat would have to be built round the 
ashrams of the men to save time for the ladies In 
rushing every time for approval. 

If you have friendship with a Governor's son, 
what t oUl you dot 
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I shall avoid him to save a free copy of “filmm- 
dia”. 

Do you believe m life after death ? 

I do. That is why I am anxious to impiove the 
produceis before we meet again under different 
auspices 

My lucky metal is gold What is you)s ? 

Gold is all the luck the world wants and I am one 
of the woild 

What do you think of the peison who stole the shoes 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at a lecent public meeting 
in New Delhi ? 

A practical man 1 He got something at least out 
of our Pume Minister. We get only high-flown 
lectuies 

What is the best way of getting rid of a car which 
gives frequent tiouble 7 

Sell it to your neighbour at his price and watch 
him struggling with it You will soon get your price 
that way. 

What is the not mal time when a woman should 
<h ess * 

Before getting out of her bed 

Is heaven full of angels ? 

Must be seeing that it is so difficult to get in 
theie 

Is there an honest film critic anywhere ? 

What’s wrong with me 7 



FRIVOLITY 179 

Madras buses have women conductors What 
next f 

The ministers’ cars will have women chauffeurs 
Do you approve of modem chohs? 

So long as they cover the good old things I have 
no objection. 

If you are sent to hell and your vnfe Sushila Ram 
to heaven will you envy her ? 

Oh no! It will be a change we shall both need 
after a life-time together 

What is the physiology of modem boys and girls T 
Have jou noticed any change recently? I think 
that is the one thing that has not changed since 
Adam and Eve launched their joint venture. 

What are the ethics of film criticism ? 

The future journalists will formulate the ethics 
after I am dead Till then follow m> precarious 
career 

Do good people go to heaven ? 

I am afraid so ! That makes heaven an undemo- 
cratic place. 

What is your opinion about those college girts who 
tell their parents that they are attending college 
while you find them in picture houses with their boy 
friends t 

I sympathize with the parents for not having 
had cinema theatres in their days. 

What is the easiest method of learning a language f 
Take a sleeping dictionary 
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In most of the fndian pictures the heroine gets 
marned to the heio Why 7 

Then should she marry some one from the 
audience? 

What would you choose on a summer afternoon: 
lovely lips or a refmgeiated mango 7 

A mango every time if it is afternoon — summer 
or not Lips are after-supper appetizers 

If a girl smiles at you and you fioivn at her, what 
will he the result 7 

I have not yet done such a stupid thing Very 
often I have earned the frown because I didn’t 
smile correctly 

Which of the two woidd you prefe) . a dark night 
or a moonlit night 7 

Give me the moon every time A dark night 
requires too much groping 

Please tell me what is the difference between the 
kiss of a village gnl and that of a college gul? 

A kiss is honeydew m the village but a postal 
stamp m the college 

What should a young man do when he is over- 
powered by the beauty of a charming damsel 7 

Lay down his life non-violently. 

What is a ‘sleeping beauty 

The snow-white who keeps one awake 

What is your opinion about widow marriage? 

I think the widow’s opinion is more important. 
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How far is \t good to practise that Christian pre- 
cept " Love thy neighbour as thyself f 

But the neighbour often has a husband and that 
is sometimes a six foot risk which calls for the 
exercise of the other Chriatain precept about offer- 
ing the other cheek. These Christian virtues have 
always been too puzzling 

Why does a man commit smeidet 

To prove his anxious hurry to reach heaven. 

Is night only meant for sleeping t 

Oh nol It is also used for house-breaking and 
thieving and of course film-shooting 

I am afraid of death What am I to do f 
Die once and you won t have to be afraid any- 
more. 

Why is a man io\tk a beautiful girl by his side 
welcomed everywhere l 

I am not, though I have a beautiful wife. On 
the other hand the> sigh over my wife s miafor 
tune. 

What are pen friends? 

Friends whose pens vomit emotions. 

What w celibacy t 

Realizing old mistakes and stopping new ones. 

My husband eats rose petals What is the matter 
vnth himf 

Must be a 12-s potted beetle. Use an Insecticide. 

If heroes are allowed to select heroines what vnU 
happen? 
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We might have thiee heiomes m one picture 

Whenever I play film recouls my dog starts how- 
ling Why is this Mi Patel ? 

Stop the lecoids and save the dog You can’t 
kill two things at once: music and loyalty 

What would happen if animah became as intelli- 
gent as human beings 7 

They would ask foi a U N 0 of their own 

What foot do you pat fust on the fiooi when you 
wake up m the monung 9 

The light one and then pioceed to do the 
wrong things whole day 

If I say something absutd to my wife she begins to 
cry Why ? 

For marrying m haste 



ART 

Can love and art go togetherf 

Art needs love to blossom and love needs art to 
succeed. 

What is the relation between nature and art? 

Art is often the imitation of nature. Nature Is 
God a art while art Is man s rivalry with God. 

Why ta 1 1 that artiste have been painting female 
nudee through agest 

Men are the buyers and artists paint what sells. 
What happens when art is murdered f 
The murderer escapes with criticism only 
Are there any sadists among our film artistes f 
The way they torture art, it will be difficult not 
to find one. 

What is artt 

Making the artificial seem natural 
Must artistic films be gloomy t 

Not necessarily I It has become a fashion to call 
the morbid as artistic. The little flower smiling in 
the sun is also a piece of great art. Art takes its 
hues from the mind of the artist 
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Is 'popularity the cntenon of ment ? 

It is of popular merit but not necessarily of 
artistic merit 

Is music an ait oi a science 9 

It is neither It is just an emotion m harmony 
with the soul 

Does exti erne sensitiveness indicate a highly 
aitistic nature ? 

The human mind is like a lazor blade The 
more you shaipen it, the moie sensitive you make 
lt and the quicker it acquires the dents of life. But 
sensitiveness does not mean being artistic, though 
to be aitistic one must be sensitive. 

Do you like music 01 dancing ? 

Music eveiy time, because it has a melocU of 
emotion which vibrates the heait 

Is theie any necessity of romance in the life of an 
ai tist ? 

It lends a rainbow of ever-changing hues to his 
ait 



GENERAL 

What is winking a bad act or a bad artt 
It is a art for a bold act 
When is a dandy in distress? 

When a damsel turns round and spits. 

What is yellow journalism? 

Journalism with the j el low metal clasp 
Js kissing the only function of lips? 

You can also suck the poison from a snakc-blte 
and save human life. 

What do you think of flatterers? 

Vultures eat a dead bodj — flatterers carve a 
living one. 

What do you thtnk of swearing? 

Swearing is often good as a catharsis for emo- 
tional constipation 

How does etiquette differ from culture? 

Etiquette Is the mask culture is the face behind. 

What is the difference between character and con 
duel? 

Character Is something we expect from others 
conduct is the way wc fulfil our expectations. 
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Who is the (jicatc) pest to society between an 
astrologci and an insui unce agent 2 

An astiologer sells you a rosy picture of the 
future, an msuianee agent buys you one 

What is the difference betueen ‘nude’ and ‘naked’? 
‘Nude’ is the polite teim foi 'naked'. 

What is the tine te*t of civilization 7 
Man’s behaviour towauls man 

What do you think of a sleeveless blouse? 

Woeful cloth shortage which exposes ugly arms. 

Will you please define ‘wnnkle’? 

An evidence of experience. 

Whenevet I see a gul bubbling with youth, a 
cm lent passes thiough my whole body What 
remedy do you suggest ? 

Don’t waste the current. Light up a home with 
it. 

What is the difference between the blush of a 
man led gul and an unmanned one 2 

In the mairied girl, a blush is the reflex of a 
previous experience In the unmarried, it is only 
a coy speculation of the future. 

Is theie a connection between diet and intelligence? 

In the profit-making industries the more they 
eat the less intelligent they become. 

What is flattery? 

Butter one spreads on life's hard toast. 

When is a damsel m distress ? 
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When the devil is In a hurry 
Define a gentleman 1 

A unit o f the smallest minority in the present 
world. 

What are little girls and maidens made of? 

Bits of oar sisters and mothers 
What is your definition of morality? 

A strictly personal virtue with which the state 
han nothing to do 

Which is more humiliating to our society prosti 
tution or destitution f 

Destitution is the parent of prostitution 
Are nights necessary? 

Yes to pile up sin for the sun to clean 
What is fame ? 

A silent censure of others less fortunate. 

Why is U that dogs icaU mostly during nights ? 

They probably bewail the ability of human 
beingB to sleep over their sins. 

Can cocoanut oil vifuence the culture and mental 
make-up of men t 

Oil has given the Americans the leadership of 
the world — but that is not cocoanut oil with which 
our leaders massage their legs. 

Is it necessary to be sophisticated to be called 
intelligent? 

No amount of sophistication can dress a fool for 
an intellectual occasion 
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What is the diifeience between the ioar of a lion 
and the bark of a dog 7 

There is only a small bite behind the bark but a 
full meal behind the roar 

Ta — ta, what does it mean 7 
End of boredom. 

If some one threatens you ovei the phone that you 
will be min dei ed within a fortnight, what will you 
do? 

Put the receiver down Muideieis don't use 
telephones 

How long would you i ecommend mothers milk for 
child) en ? 

As long as it smells of character. 

Aie you ceitain that delicate hands indicate 
aitistic ability ? 

I am not, because people who opeiate on safes 
also need delicate hands 

Do you like fanaticism 9 

It is a virtue m self-defence 

How is the sound of a kiss spelt ? 

Pa’ If you do it often you end by bemg“papa”. 

What is the best part of a Jciss ? 

The intention behind it. 

Please define a ‘ sigh 

It is the smoke of emotion. 

Do you appiove of co-education ? 
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Oh yes, if together they can scrape some educn 
tion. 

If you slap me on one side and I offer you the other 
side also what toifl you do? 

I shall consider it a waste of a good slap ani 
avoid meeting another idiot like you In future. 

Why do most of the European ladies always go out 
with a dog J 

They probably train the dog as a pattern for 
their husbands to follow 

Among college students the word cousin is very 
popular Do you know whyf 

It smells of stolen romance under a social 
license. 

Which do you prefer naked and blunt truth or 
polished and civilised truth t 

Truth can t be draped and therefore cannot be 
made naked. You have either some of it or all of it. 

Why have you an exaggerated weakness for the 
fatr sexT 

If respect is -weakness I plead guilty 

What is in your opinion the best method of re- 
moving wntoucHobflttyJ 

By practising touchabllity 
What is truth t 

An exposed lie. 

Which hps are sweeter to kiss thick ones or thin 
ones f 

Thick or thin hps take their hue from the heart. 
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Aie women lesponsible fo) India's fieedom 7 

Yes, they made the pioblem very urgent by 
giving us a crowd ot 400 millions 

Do you know the place wheie happiness is always 
found ? 

Yes, you carry it on your shoulders 

What is you i opinion about chaste women ending 
then lives by becoming ‘ sati 

It is burning good living flesh over dead and 
putud one 

Foi what pin pose did God cieate the eunuch 7 
As a living warning to the fast ones. 

What is the difteicncc between a ‘miss’ and a 
gm ’ ? 

‘Miss’ is the label, ‘viigm’ is the goods 

Which is bettei an ugly flower with good perfume 
oi a beautiful flower without any perfume 2 

Fiagiance is the flowei A flower without fia- 
giance is like a woman without charm 

What is youi leaction when you are flatteied 7 

A man with some intelligence can’t stand an 
insult twice. 

Can you diftei entiate between Indian etiquette and 
Euiopean etiquette 7 

You can see European etiquette but you must 
feel the Indian one 

Do you believe in polygamy ? 

Is belief absolutely necessary? 
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Is it bad to look at girls? 

Yes, at bad girls. 

// ottt of the pro-histone monsters were to come to 
life in this modem world what would happen to itT 
It would steal tho publicity from our politicians 
and thus be a victim of our penal laws. 

IVAat do you think of a millionaire weanng the 
Gandhi cap and khadi clothes ? 

A salesman. 

You make sense out of nonsense. What is the 
secret of your art ? 

Commonsense. 

How many kinds of lies have you experienced xn 
your lifef 

Habitual lies, diplomatic lies and criminal lies. 

What is the difference between a bribe and a com- 
mission? 

A commission is often a legitimate profit after a 
deal. A bribe is a temptation in advance. 

How should a bluffer be treated? 

Encourage him to talk and admire his Imagina- 
tion. 

Yfhot is humour and what is fun f 
Humour is pregnant with meaning while fun Is 
a mere bubble. 

Is it personality or principles that move the aye? 

Principles determine a personality and people, 
however bad themselves, always admire principles 
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You say that a critic ha s a ding tongue while a diplo- 
mat has an oily one. What type of tongue does a 
hypocrite have 9 

A double-edged one. 

Why do people drink? 

When they begin they punctuate leisure, half- 
way through they punctuate pleasure and m the 
last stages they punctuate misery. 

They say luck favours the fool. Do you agree 9 

A lucky man never looks a fool because intelli- 
gence is a part of the luck. 

What do you think about Indian • women's right to 
divorce 9 

It is a statutory cockioach which will raiely 
encroach on Hindu home life. 

Is smelling a willing ' flowei ’ a crime 9 
Not if it is m your own garden 

Which do you like' Western civilization or Eastern 
civilization 9 

The East has culture while the West has civili- 
zation. The loimei is an ancient heritage; the 
latter is a recent product. 

Can a white man piove to be a worthy friend 9 
What has colour to do with the fibre? 

Have you any faith m anybody m this world 9 
Some m myself and the rest in God. 

What is the significance of a Gandhi cap 9 

A featherweight cap which puts no weight or 
responsibility on the head wearing it 
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What is the difference between nature and habitf 
Nature la the habit one inherits habit is the 
nature one acquires. 

Why 1 9 India music mad? 

With too many crying cradles In the country, 
India has become a nation of lullaby singers. 

Do you accept Thomas Hardy's Tcss as a pure 
woman? 

As a hardy woman of course. 

Which friendship is everlasting between two 
persons of the same sex or of opposite sext 

If multiplication Is the evidence of long exis- 
tence then >ou know which is everlasting 

Why Adam and Eve had a fall from Heaven f 
Nonsense! Thej fell from space into the heaven 
of each other s arms. 

Do you behove in re-birth f 

Had I I would have been more polite to tho 
world 

What is the difference between the tears of a man 
and a woman t 

Tears emphasixe the sex in woman while they 
reveal weakness in man. 

What would you call a lady who has given birth to 
twins? 

A Jewess who believes in saving time and energy 

Do you like the divorce system being introduced in 
India? 


7 
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I like all freedoms Divoice is another vogue of 
fieedom. 

Why is black colour singled out for everything that 
is ugly or evil on this eaith 9 

It is a colour without shades, consistent in its 
appearance and honest in its purpose. 

If I want to become a Gandhiji, what should I have 
to do 9 

Begin fiom Africa, the dark continent That land 
will always need another Gandhiji. 

Which is the noblest piofession of the woild in your 
opinion ? 

That of being a saint, as it is haimless to the one 
who practises it and to all aiound Even pretend- 
ing at this game, one cannot do harm to another. 

What is “ personality ”? 

Often an ugliness that leflects worldly success. 

If a popular film act) ess ofjers a kiss to the highest 
contnbutor to a national fund, will theie be a very 
keen competition for that kiss ? 

We don't believe m building a nation on kisses. 
Like Amei cians, Indian women don't sell their 
kisses even for their country. One of our patriotic 
ideals is to guaid and piotect the lips of our women. 
A kiss is not a negotiable instrument m India. 

What do you call a man who has no instinct for 
music ? 

Still born 

What is the difference between a joimiahst and a 
knave 7 
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A journalist is an altruistic knave. 

How should an enemy be treated 1 

With respect and consideration. He is the best 
critic a wise man can have. 

From yesterday I am the father of my son. I want 
to name him after Mahatma Gandhi. 

The name of a saint is the heritage of a nation. 
Echoing it Ib a virtue in itself 

When does virtue become a vice f 
When it is overdone. 

Do or Die' do you believe in thief 
I am doing Dying will look after itself. It 
does not need my consent or co-operation. 

What is your opinion about o hunger strike f 
Primarily It does good to the person who under 
takes it. Hunger strike cures chronic dyspepsia. 
It has a secondary use in Improving personal and 
political careers. I doubt whether It removes the 
original grievance for which the fast is undertaken. 

How would you distinguish a person of nobis birtht 
Blue Blood Noble Birth”, Aristocratic Des- 
cent” — these imposing blood clots are beyond my 
understanding Every birth needs primarily a 
man and a woman and is therefore essentially a 
biological event. How does nobility or blolshnesa 
of blood come in physical mating? I have seen 
many bastards disgracing a so-called noble family 
On the other hand half of the prophets of the 
world had no blue blood in them. 
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If one group of people mercilessly butchers a 
weaker group, is it possible to forget and forgive the 
murderers without retaliation 2 

Delayed retaliation smells of vindictiveness and 
is an equally heinous crime. Retaliation on the 
spot has the flavour of self-defence 

Is it morally rnght to accept a gir l in marriage who 
has been raped during communal riots 2 

If a crow spoils your new diess while standing 
under a tree, do you throw it away? No moral 
values are involved m an act m which a person is 
an unwilling victim 

Do you believe m astrology ? 

Yes, m its predictions being completely wrong. 

Who is the originator of the art of kissing ? 

Adam must have started the first lip service 
because language was unknown then 

What would you prefer peace m bondage or chaos 
m freedom ? 

What is peace under the boot of another — a 
worm’s existence 1 Let us be roasted m fire to get 
even a moment’s flush of freedom 

Why are capitalists fat ? 

Because they employ others to sweat for them 

Are lawyers necessary 2 

Yes, to glorify crime and perpetuate it 

What is the earthly use of these pr esent-dmj univer- 
sity degrees ? 
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University degrees are very useful if you know 
how to cash them. That la one secret the colleges 
dont teach — cashing them. 

Why do people prefer to see the Taj t» moonlight? 

Because It la a creation of a moonstruck lover 
who wasted millions, made thousands slave and 
killed hundreds to perpetuate the memory of a 
woman. 

If we ask no questions we will be told no lies t 
But I dont lie, though I bluff sometimes. A 
bluff is a provocation to find out the truth while a 
lie needs no further research. 

What pleasure do people get from smoking? 

At times a smoker finds more in a cigarette than 
in a woman. 

Is it pride or foolishness on one's part not to have 
children ? 

It is wisdom that saves a heart-burn. 

Does a doctors profession know any politics? 

The politics of free service to political leaders 
resulting, In more prestige and larger practice. 

For what is Hollywood unpopular f 

For misrepresenting the whole world Including 
their own little town. 

Do you like the smoke in somebody elscfs pipe ? 

I dont mind a chimney smoking so long as 
something is being cooked below it 

Is it sinful to love money? 
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Not at all! Wrongful acquisition or its misuse is 
a crime. 

The Yankees say they will one ' day go to the moon. 
Why* 

To find out what moonstruck Indians have been 
doing there for 10000 years. 

H oio to tnck people into lending you money 7 

Friends are robbed through sentiment, lies and 
crocodile tears. The professional moneylenders 
lose through their own greed 

Who should he called the father of journalism in 
India * 

In India journalism is an orphan profession. 
Those who grow old become merely old orphans 
but never fathers 

What is the yardstick of a person’s intelligence ? 

His conversation which is often silence in the 
face of provocation 

How many years will it take for an Indian clerk 
to possess his own car like his brother m America 2 

Our enterprise as a free nation has begun with a 
liability of feeding 350 million starving people. 
Let us feed them first before we send them rushing 
about m cars. In America they burn food to keep 
prices up. 

What will happen if everyone thinks of himself 
and his family* 

Everyone will have to work hard and earn and 
we shall have an ideal state. 

Virtue is not always rewarded Why * 
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Virtue is modest and doeen t intrude asking for 
recognition. 

Which in your opinion w more meritorious in the 
eyes of God to die for one’s country or to die for 
one? a faith ? 

To live and work for both- In this country too 
many people die regularly for one thing or other 

Which plays a greater part in an individual 8 life 
heredity or temporary environment f 

In matters of deeper emotions which concern 
the mental and spiritual life of a person heredity 
has almost an Inflexible grip on the human mini 
Temporary environment greatly influences little 
acts of day to-day life which sometimes pile up 
dangerously and overwhelm hereditary impulses 
In the present progressive times, every human being 
must struggle out of hereditary Influences, good 
or bad, and form his own ideologies to suit the 
times. 

Give the life-sketch of Judas? 

He made Jesus the greatest martyr of history and 
on the memory of that martyr a great religion was 
founded. Judas was a great man. 

Who takes your sympathy a divorced husband or a 
divorced wife? 

Sympathy for what, seeing that they get another 
chance not to commit the same mistake again. 

Why are most of the songs in the Indian pictures 
eung by females t 

Music has the sex of the nightingale. 
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- Have you ever seen the Taj Mahal 2 What do you 
think about its beauty 2 

That beauty needs life to be beautiful The Taj 
is a tomb of the dead and memories make it a sad 
architecture 

Why does a child cry at the time of its bi)th ? 

It is a protest of innocence at being ushered into 
a world of sinners 

How does the idealist feel when he finds the people 
deaf 2 

The idealist doesn’t shout to the people but 
whispers to his own soul 

Will you please let me know the remedy for the 
beggar problem m India 2 

Begging is one of the major industries m India. 
It is too well organized to be merely a social pro- 
blem. A beggar is the least helpless person m our 
present society. He has his bread butteied on the 
roads by the criminal generosity of the idiotic well- 
to-do who can’t see beyond the tips of their noses. 
The begging industry must be tackled by the State 
and made a dangerous puisuit If they whip a few 
beggars every day m every town, India won’t be 
such a big land of beggars as it is today 

Whopi would you prefer an ariogant doctor with 
foreign degrees or a sympathetic one with Indian 
qualifications ? 

The medical profession has become a_ commercial 
racket these days Doctors do more lalling than 
curing They act as salesmen of patent-medicines 
and seem to have forgotten the art and mission of 
healing To them, human suffering provides merely 



GENERAL 


201 


an opportunity for money making Medical prac- 
tice la fa st becoming a human scourge. Physicians 
share the spoils with surgeons while patients lie 
prostrate with pain. Physicians, surgeons, patholo- 
gists, radiologists, massaglsts, psychiatrists, 
orthopedists and many other quacks— all combine 
In an unholy conspiracy to make human pain yield a 
rich dividend. 

There are a few exceptions but they only help to 
prove the rule. I like a doctor who takes my pain 
to his friendly heart and treats it more with sentj 
ment than with drugs. 

If you are offered a bottle of whisky and a bottle 
of poison at the same time how wUl you distinguish 
the one from the other ? 

To me both are poison. The need of distinguish- 
ing therefore does -not arise. 

Pornography as such is censured by society but 
when incorporated in poetry it is not only permitted 
but positively applauded — even the moralists join in 
the applause! Why is it sot 

The human eye la less tolerant than the ear 
The story of the ear is often turned Into a tragedy 
of the eye. That’s why people like to hear things 
bnt not see them. 

Do the Americans spit on the roads as we do here 
in India f 

No They put some chewing gum into the mouth 
and with its help swallow the spittle. 

Are Indians fit for independence ? 

People must get freedom not because they deserve 
it but because no foreigner has a right to rule over 
others. 
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-Is it safe for a young and beautiful girl to become 
the secretary to a film journalist 9 

It is not safe for the journalist if the girl is a 
marrying type. 

Are examinations the real test of merit 9 

They are often milestones where fools stop learn- 
ing 

What particular national dress do you suggest for 
India 9 

It is no use suggesting a dress when there isn’t 
enough cloth to go lound. A dress becomes national 
only when 350 millions wear it. We have millions 
with only their original hide well pressed to the 
bone for all social occasions 

Will Gandhism survive after Mahatma Gandhi 9 

Only on his anniversary days, we shall hear of 
the Prophet of Peace and of his sermons in Bhangi 
colonies 

Whom do you welcome, a man of society, a man of 
books or a man of humour 9 

In a man of books, there is both humour and 
society. 

When does daikness appeal 9 

When you wish to cover conscience with nature’s 
blanket and lull it to sleep. 

Why does an ideal always ? emain away from man? 

An ideal is like the rabbit that always runs ahead 
of the hound. 


What is wealth without health? 
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Prosperity for the- doctor 
In a Negro nation how ia beauty measured? 

Probably by the Rhine and shape just aa you do 
in the case of a black shoe. 

What vb the virtue of the rich? 

Loyalty to their creed of capitalism. 

Can one repeat an emotion t 

Emotion ia a constant flame of the heart and not 
a flpark of the brain to repeat at Intervals, 

Is there any charm in a premature surrender t 
It doesnt give victory Its glow of vindictive 
satisfaction. 

What are races f 

Horses running with shoes of silver to feed the 
jockeys and the trainers. 

W hat’s your idea about the insurance agents? 

Social workers with thick skins l 
Can you say something about astrology? 

The art of looking at the stars in heaven and 
digging some gold from the earth. 

What is the relationship between the policeman 
and the thief? 

A comradeship of hostile Interests I 

As a medical student may I ask you as to what 
should be the chief aim of a medical man f 

Pain is a prayer to God and a doctor most 
answer it if the divine purpose of his profession 
is to be fulfilled. 
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What do you think of sweet air hostesses? 

Air hostesses are saccharine sweeties good only 
for the diabetics. 

Are all people moving m motor cars rich 2 
Except the chauffeurs 1 

What would you have done if you had been m place 
of Adam ichen God created the world 2 

I would have killed the serpent, preserved the 
apple as a pickle for posterity and for the rest 
followed Adam That would have solved the 
clothing problem of today 

What is the advantage of taking loans fi om Pathan 
money-lenders 2 

You can smell them from a distance and dodge 
m time 

Which leaves a gi eater effect on the mind — the 
spoken woid 01 the written ? 

Words are atom bombs and the written ones 
travel far and wide and make or break many an 
unseen heart 

What should a wealthy miser do if he loves an 
actress 2 

Misers love money and not honey 

What is the difference between the laughs of an old 
man and that of a child 2 

Both the laughs have no teeth but the little one’s 
has a fragrance of the future m it while the old 
one’s has only a smell of the past 

Please define dieam and drama? 
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A dream is the drama of sleeping hours while a 
drama is the dream of waking hours. 

What purpose does lipstick serve? 

It holds the kiss together 

What are flowers for f 

To decorate gods, gardens and guardian politi 
Clans. 

Is the Atom Bomb a dangerous thing? 

The hands that drop it are dangerous. The 
Atom Bomb is a harmless thing in the hands of 
good men. 

What is o flower without fragrance? 

An evidence of nature b meanness. 

What is this place called heaven? 

To the Muslims it is a'mehfll” of 1 hoors’ and 
Bherbef to the Hindus it is a Kumbhmela' of 
saints and sadhus to the Westerners it Is an empty 
first class compartment with plenty of room for all. 

Preaching has become the practice of many Why? 

A Bermon is food for others and one doean t 
worry whether it is well-cooked or not and whether 
it Is needed or not. 

Why are modem wedding rings lighter than the 
old ones? 

Because part of the gold is given to the govern- 
ment to save the married life of drunkards. 

Why do we worship a ccno and not a buffalo though 
both serve the purpose of providing mdkf 
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When cows climbed the altars of worship, 
buffaloes were unknown Worship is a hoary senti- 
ment and cows are ancient milk pots. 

What economy 2 
Creating a surplus from a deficit. 

Is there anything else of importance m this world 
except gold 2 

The way of getting it and its use afterwards 
We are men of peace r 

Indeed! We send millions to their peaceful graves 
at regular intervals. 

India What can it give to the woild 2 
The philosophy of starving without struggling. 

Who introduced the system of sending Christmas 
and New Year cards 2 

Printers who wanted business. Good wishes do 
good business in this world of greed and hatred 

Are you fond of reading autobiogi aphies of promi- 
nent leaders like Gandhiji and Nehm 2 

The biographies of millions are their autobiogra- 
phies What’s new in that to read? 
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Honestly tell me what would you do if aU the 
women on this earth disappeared ? 

X would disappear with them. Who wants to 
lose all the colour and live with the brutes 1 

Why don t you write degrees after your name ? 

The only degrees I get is when* I run up a tem- 
perature. 

What do you do when your pockets are fuUt 
I spend but that is such a rare event. 

What are the feelings of a person after the first 
kiss? 

You should tell me. My first Idas is many years 
old and has grown whiskers by now 

What is the capacity of your stomach T 
I have digested the abuse of 60 000 film people 
for twenty five years. 

What is your laughing volume f 
Both in anger and joy you can hear me a mile 
away I am not a miser 

Are you fastidious about your clothes t 

I was once but now my paunch gives a bad re- 
putation to the tailor 
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Which of the animals do you wish most fo > a pet? 
My first choice is dogs The second is women 

What weie yom best subjects in school 7 

Cricket and loafing 1 T always stood first m 
these two subjects 

Which would you piefe) , money 01 life, when you 
are at the point of a pistol 2 

The pistol’ 

Have you got faith in God 2 

Do you think I have faith in film producers 9 

Whom do you like moie the full moon or a 
beautiful woman ? 

I like the moon She doesn’t scoich you 

How old aie you i spmts ? 

As fresh as your needs’ 

By the way have you any child) en? 

What do you think I have been doing all these 
yeais m this tropical country 9 

Do you hope to go to heaven 7 

I refuse to I shall disqualify myself sufficiently 
before the final event 

Ai e you an oratoi 9 

Only when m a temper ’ Otherwise I don’t think 
it is worth wasting words 

What will you do if you become a millionaii e? 

This is one problem I shall never have to bother 
about 
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Winch is the most precious secret that you harbour 
tn your heart f 

It is temperamentally impossible for me to nurse 
a secret. Even the ulcer which I had I got removed. 

What is your position in the film industry? 

To the producers a menace, to the workers a 
solace, to the film girls a caress and to myself a 
duress. 

What is your private life ? 

It is as public as it could be. The rest must be 
screened to save the world a blush. 

What do you do when you get disgusted f 
I dont moon and mope. I shout and thunder in 
an attempt to adjust things to suit me. 

Do you go through the little ceremony of thanking 
God ivhilst you take your meals? 

I thank my wife for the meals and God for the 
wife. 

Whom do you fear tn this world ? 

Myself I I often don t know what I shall do next. 

What sort of friends do you like smokers snuffers 
drunkards or gamblers f 

Barkers on four legs. Triends with two legs 
stab you m the back 

Are you proud of your popularity Mr Patel? You 
are discussed in cafes cinemas parks and refugee 
camps 1 

But not in my bank! 

When were you down to your last pis? 



210 


GREY BUSY 


Approximately 14,600 times, that is twice a day 
for 20 years 

If anybody gives you a slap what will you do 9 

Just hit back I don’t wish to be mistaken for 
Gandhi ] i and thus prejudice our saint’s reputation 
for non-violence. 

Do you believe m palmistry? 

According to the lines on my hand I should have 
been the Viceroy of India but I am still a struggling 
journalist. 

Aie you a chip of the old block 2 

My old block is worth millions, the chip has 
hardly any chips. 

What woidd you do if a gnl forcibly kisses you 2 

When some one does that I shall tell you what 
I did. 

Who is the second greatest egotist in India ? 

1 am the first An egotist does not admit a second 
one. 

Were you the first to receive when God distributed 
■i sense 9 

My readers must have been the first. As I answer 
their questions, I come after them. 

Whctt would you call a woman who calls you a 
4 naughty boy’? 

She is asking for trouble. 

Are you punctual about dates, appointments and so 
on? 
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I have quite a temper in this field with the result 
that even women don't keep me waiting They 
call me a minute-monster 

Can character really be deduced from handwrittng t 
My handwriting is very good but ask the film 
producers what they think of me. 

Have you ever suffered from misfortune t 
Which one do you want me to relate? 

How would you like to play your part in a game of 
love? 

Love is not a game it is a race for life and I would 
like to be at the winning post 

I hope I am right in my conclusion about you that 
you take delight in the abuses of the film producers ? 

I make them pay for their odd luxury of abusing 
me and they pay well. Everything is expensive 
these days including abuse. 

What does the world owe you ? 

All the good things of the world and a generous- 
wink at my blunders. 

Have you got any girl fnend? 

People who sleep with their brains often sleep 
alone. 

Can you tel l me why other journalists call you a 
Itarf 

Lying ia an art which only intellectuals can 
practise 

What is your age? 
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Mind and envnonment decide a man's age. Old 
with the experienced and youthful with the young, 
a man's age is what he extracts from his company. 

What would you do i ) the pioduceis abused you in 
a language you did not know 7 

They do and m a language I know too well That 
is the lack I get out of life 

Why don’t you become an acto) yoiuself 9 

I am afiaid of the pioducers constantly casting 
me as a villain and mining what little leputation 
I have as a critic 

Is theie anyone on euith who is pioud of you 9 

I have five dogs. They put their tails up in sheer 
anogance when they walk beside me 

Have you got any aim in life 9 

I have made biead the bull’s-eye but miss the aim 
many a time. 

If you aie asked to donate your blood, would you 9 

My donation would be brain not blood People 
give then best as a donation Only those give blood 
who have nothing better to give 

What is you > aim in living in this selfish woild 9 

Making the selfish world yield something for my- 
self It is a poison killing poison system. 

What is the diifeience between you and a cynic 9 

I fight and struggle to change things A cynic 
waits for otheis to do it 

Why does each and every contempoi amj of yours 
call you a ‘blackmailer ’ 9 
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That is a matter of personal devotion and popula 
rity 

What appeals to you more — a woman tn tears or a 
woman in smiles? 

I love smiles. Smiles are rare In these days with 
millions in team 

Enumerate the types of people you dislike? 

I dont dislik e human beings. I dislike their 
acta. 

The other day some one compared you with Gold- 
smith, How do you like the idea? 

I like the gold part of it because I have been a 
s smith all my life. 

Have you ever spoken with your eyes? 

Yes, when I have seen an eyefull and been struck 
dumb 

Of all countries tn the world which do you like the 
best and why? 

I like India in spite of its bits because I am a son 
of the soil 

Have you ever been behind the prison bars? 

Not yeti My sins have not been crimes. 

Who excels tn wit Baburao Patel or George Bernard 
Shaw? 

Of course, Shaw I He has a bigger bank balance. 

I strongly oppose Shakespeare's quotation, Face is 
the index of man Will you agree with me? 

Absolutely, seeing that producers always read my 
face wrongly 
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What do you do when your pockets ar e empty 7 

I work And seeing that I work always the 
pockets seem to provide a continuous incentive. 
Empty pockets seem to be a national malady with 
Indians. 

Are you proud of yourself, Mr Patel 7 

Pride is a pastime of idle hours I have to work 
every minute 

What are the best years of your life 7 
Those which I didn't have yet 

Why do you keep a girl secretary to assist you m 
your work 7 

My girl secretary is my wife and I can't ask why. 

Which horn of the day is most precious to you? 

The one which visitors take 

When have you been susceptible to a foi tune- 
teller’s predictions 7 

All my life 1 The only good fortune I get is the 
rosy picture which fortune-tellers always paint for 
me Believing the foi tune-tellers is a good method 
of self -hypnosis for continued optimism When one 
man’s predictions run out, I see another and he 
gives me a fresh lease of hope and optimism And 
to save the reputation of these astrologers, I work 
and work hard and thus get a living with the eternal 
hope that one day I am going to be all that these 
glib liars tell me. 

Have you ever regretted being borm a man 7 

Life is one long regret but m this world of men 
being a man is a lesser misfortune. 
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What do your neighbours think of you ? 

They have stopped thinking aa I do all the think- 
ing for them. 

What have you saved for your rainy days? 

The respect of the producers who hate me more 
than they love themselves. 

Do you thtnk twice before you reply? 

A hundred times, son because with the words I 
sow I reap a living 

Which was the year tn which the world was 
created ? 

In my case 1904. 

How did you build your personality? 

I worked hard 27 years, 12 hours a day 

In journalism which is better editing a newspaper 
or a x news paper 1 as yours? 

Ask the Journalists who do Journalism. I mere- 
ly write for a living I have never bothered about 
the ism of my job 

If you are asked to leave this world with one pre- 
cious thing what would you take? 

The goodwill of those who misunderstood me all 
my life. 

I acknowledge you as a staunch nationalist But 
how u it you stUl cling to the European dress? 

The European dress is a dress of freedom. It is 
designed by free people for all freedoms. 

One thing I have noticed in you is that you pretend 
to be not rich Why is it so? What is the advantage? 
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The advantage of being truthful 

Why do most men thiow on you bricks and onlu a 
few bouquets ? 

Those bricks have straws of jealousy and frustra- 
tion and they don't hurt. 

What sort appeals to you more, the plain goods or 
the stunning va riety of females 7 

Being philosophic by tempei ament I like the plain 
well made goods. 

Have you got children? 

They were childien once Today they aie my 
patents 

In which cucle is you ) name widely known 2 

In the large cucle of my him family. Eveiy him 
man curses me as he curses his bad luck. 

What has made you so witty 7 

When you look at biead and can't get it, you 
become witty and humorous to cheat your own- 
stomach. 

Sti idly between ourselves, have you tossed any lady 
during your oecent visit to America 2 Don't be shy! 

Oh no, I am not Quite a couple of hundred 
American ladies, my friends’ wives, daughters, sis- 
ters or motheis, kissed us all good-bye 

At what age do you intend retiring from active 
service ? 

With the piesent cost of living dying m harness 
seems to be the only piospect 

Should I bank on your intelligence? 
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You upend on it and I'll do the banking 
Who is the pentleroan who has the honour 0/ being 
aUed your guru ? 

Orphans have no “gurus” (teachers) Life is their 
book and poverty their incentive. 

What is your boUmg point ? 

My mother in law! 

How popular are pouf 

I am spotted even in the cloak rooms of our 
cinemas — a wrong place to blush. 

Whose handionting is better yours or mine? 

Mine, because people buy what I write. 

Do you Uke to be on a lonely island with a sweet 
'■title thing f 

Don t tempt me with such questions. I am read- 
ing religious books these days. 

Have you ever walked tn your sleep f 
I dont have to My wife sleeps in the same 
room. 

How many good men are there m this world? 

I am but no one knows about it. 

Are you tn favour of offering animal sacrifice to 
God? 

With 3 tax on chicken and mutton, all the birds 
and animals I can get I offer to myself and leave 
only flowers for God. 

-You seem to be an opportunist f 

But they call me a Journalist these days. 


218 


GREY DUST 


Mr Patel, can you lend your brains 2 

I sell it by bits. No lending business, after what 
Shakespeare said about borrowing and lending. 

Can a wife open her husband's letters 7 
My wife does — over 16,000 every month. 

Fi om your replies to the readers' queries, 1 have dis- 
covered that you aie o gieat poet r Will you kindly 
and confidentially tell me what is responsible for this 
— domestic felicity or business inspiration 2 

My grocer who punctually calls on the first of 
every month. Keep this confidential 

Who is your master ? 

My work ' 

It is a wonder you never get tued of replying to 
questions ? 

That’s getting tired of bread 

In what school did you le ami your wit and humour ? 

In the school of struggle and suffering. People 
often laugh m desperation when they can’t bear any 
more 

Why is it that people abuse you 9 

There is no why to an abuse. It is the poison 
that your neighbour vomits and the bitterness of it 
compels you to move — usually towards gi eater suc- 
cess. 

What is your pinnate life like — may I know please? 

It is almost a public affair with books, women 
and cigarettes as the main items of the day’s menu. 
The first one provides me with hot thought, the 
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second one with cold sighs and the last one with 
dry cough I don t drink, though “friends” call me 
a drunkard 

What things can your own life teach us? 

That you can ttirVr up the deficiencies of a school 
education by a lot of hard work and study That 
after a number of failures, one can still succeed in 
life. That starvation only helps one to look at life 
more generously That being considered 4 danger- 
ous ’ is also a useful reputation to cash opportunl 
ties in life. That if you wish to mock at the world, 
you must permit the world to have a few laughs 
at you. That you can remain exclusive to the point 
of being called a snob and yet be popular in a crowd 
if you possess a disarming smile. That the little 
mechanism known as a watch runs only in one direc 
tion and doesn t look back. What is therefore lost 
on its dial can never bo reclaimed in life. That work 
and more work and still more work can only solve 
the numerous problems of life. 

Omar Khayyam was inspired by a book of verse , 
a fug of wine’ and a thou Is your source of inspira- 
tion similar to this? 

My thou is verse and wine combined — a song that 
turns the bedroom into a paradise. 

Are you a modest man? 

I began as one but it didn’t pay 

What has been the battle-cry through all your 
tempestuous life f 

Bread for me, bread for the family bread for 

today bread for tomorrow 1 It has been bread 

morn, noon and night. 
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I discover a philosopher in you in the last few 
months. What is the change attributed to 9 

Age which makes even a bearded goat look wise 

What is the secret behind your inordinate optimism 9 

There Is no secret I was born with a smile 
which the world mistakes for a mock 

When do you eat yow own words 9 
I spit words, my rivals eat them 

When people abuse you, I don’t listen or reply to 
them as I know, * silence is the best reply to fools’ 

Abuse is a compliment m which words are 
misused People don't abuse all and sundry. 

What type of clothes can’t you stand on girls 9 

I am not hard to please if the girls are good-look- 
ing 

How do you feel when people compare you with 
George Bernard Shaw 9 

I miss the bluff, the beard and the bank balance. 

Have you any English friend 9 

Hundieds* But as friends they cease to have a 
specific nationality 

Suppose you are asked to select either a pnncess or 
half the kingdom — what will you do? 

I will take the pnncess The kingdom will come , 
with her 

Are you a friend of the princes or the paupers 9 

I dislike both as members of the same lazy family 
I like workers — rich or poor 
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Are you also one of those men who stare at girls 
and women in the streets? 

I like to look at beautiful women I have no time 
to stare and embarrass them. 

Would you like your children to be critics f 
I would but they stand before the mirror and 
flatter my work in bed. How can such people be 
critics? A critic begins with himself first 

Which do you prefer the fruits of labour or the 
gifts of fortune? 

I am denied both. I have to go up the hill and 
pick up mountain berries. Fruits are too big for ray 
fortune. 
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Do royal titles impress you ? 

Yes, aa Ingenious inventions which created bar- 
riers between man and man and sowed the first 
seeds of revolution. 

What is the difference between Indian democracy 
and American democracy ? 

American democracy is one long dollar dance. The 
Indian one is on endless beggar's opera. 

Who rules the world between fools and pohticianst 
Fools rule the world by electing politicians to mis- 
rule it 

Socialists eay that socialism xa the panacea for alt 
{Us then what is Communism? 

Panacea for Socialism I 
What does the Gateway of India Judicata? 

The history of the British boot — the way it walked 
in and out 

Define capitalism? 

The bread of the poor rotting in the reservoirs of 
the rich. 

What are the assets and liabilities left by Mahatma ji 
to India? 
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Freedom is the asset we enjoy while his vntue is 
a liability we can’t meet 

Do you believe, m Ram Rajya 9 

I don’t. It is too antiquated a mode ot life with 
monkeys becoming gods and women roasted m tire. 
In the present times we use monkeys for lejuvena- 
tion and women as bus conductors 

What will be the fate of India if the present yiowth 
of population is not checked 9 

We shall have to build houses on the Himalayas 
and become Eskimos of the East 

What, m your opinion, can be the best memo) ml to 
Gandhiji 9 

Forget him and consign him to oiu pantheon of 
gods instead of using and misusing his name to 
justify all the conflicts between the gram and the 
bullet 

Now that India is fiee, what should be the pro- 
gramme of the Congi ess ? 

Gandhiji took the piogiamme with him and 
didn’t even leave behind a copy for our ministers 

Can you explain why Cliiang lost China 9 

The Chinese did not like hot-dogs and dough nuts. 
They preferred sauerkraut and vodka 

What is your opinion of Lord Mountbatten? 

The quickest and most competent surgeon, India 
ever had. He cut the country into bits under the 
anesthesia of freedom. 

What should we do to some of our leadeis who are 
always anxious to face the camera 9 
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Present them with pocket mirrors so that our 
eyes are at least saved the strain. 

Which t# more sacred to us Porbandar or Rajghat ? 

They are the two ends of the same cradle. It is 
the career In between that has given the nation its 
altar 

What are the aims and objects of Uncle Sams 
f Marshall Aid? 

Marshall Aid is an export indent for Undo Sam s 
goods. 

According to the Russians Profit u legalised 
robbery What is your optnionf 

The present-da} Russians have legalised robbery 
and called it Communism. 

Do you agree that politics makes the common man 
die of hunger f 

I have seen people with full stomachs die of 
politics. The knife brought both the blood and the 
bread out at once. 

Do you think the U*N 0 will succeed where the 
League of Nations failed in maintaining peace and 
security m the world? 

The U.N 0 is a circus where different clowns per- 
form by mocking at one another It is an expensive 
_ entertainment though. 

Is polittes a game or a gamble? 

It is guerrilla warfare. 

What is the position of royalty tn free India? 

Gentlemen at large with a black past and a blank 
future. 
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Wendell Wilkie spoke of * One Woild’ It is 
generally felt that there aie two woihls, Oriental and 
Occidental Recently Smuts talked of thi ee worlds In 
fact how many woilds are there 7 

There aie as many worlds as there are politicians 
In fact, politicians seem to be the direct eompetitois 
of God m cieation 

Can peace continue to prevail in a family wheie two 
others belong to two diffeient political paities 7 

Scepties and nations have been brought to dust 
by politics What’s a little family * 

Can you say where the Socialists and Communists 
diffei 7 

The Communists want a red i evolution while the 
Socialists want a pink one 

Who must be the founder of goondaism in India 7 
/ 

Must be a politician who envied power m other 
hands 

What is civilization 7 

The Atom Bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki; 
lying at the UNO, three million dying of famine 
m Bengal, the Aiab-Jewish tussle, muider of 
Gandhiji and Bernadotte, everything else but peace 
for the human being 

Who is a soap bov oiator 7 

A socialist who blows bubbles into the face of 
his audience 

Do leligious fanaticism and power politics go hand 
m hand 7 
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Religion has always been a handmaid of power, 
except in Russia where the} rooted out religion 
and replaced it with bread. 

When arc politicians polite? 

Before the elections the> are irresistibly affable. 

No lawyers no quarrels no doctors no diseases 
no priests no superstitious beliefs no middlemen , no 
high prices? 

No politicians, no nothing 1 

Is it possible for all Indians to speak one language 
and embrace one religion? 

India will then cease to be a secular state and our 
present ministers would be unemployed. 

Arc we allowed to kUl a national enemy? 

The individual has no right to kill. It is a state a 
privilege. 

Do you think the UJI O will succeed m bringing 
peace to this icorldf 

Nol It was, I guess, not even Intended for peace 
It seems to be an organization for spying on one 
another s armament piles. 

On Jaipur Congress 05 lakhs of i i/peea were wasted 
in pomp and show Was it a party conference or a 
tamasha? 

It was the victors vanity fair with the rich on 
the sofas and the poor on the tent tops. Ail that 
money could have built quite a few houses for the 
homeless poor 

How far is it sensible to raise temples m the name 
of Gandhi jif 
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We have enough temples and gods already to 
make our life miserable The best memorial to 
Gandhiji would be a Gandhi hospital m every town 
and village of India where the pool can be relieved 
of pam and suffering 

Why zs Gandhiji’ s fund not being collected as fast 
us that of Kasturba’s 2 

When Kasturba died Gandhiji was living With 
Gandhiji dead the nation has lost its conscience. 
Gods get merely the iloweis while piofits go to the 
priests. 

What is the difference between the rich and the poor 
m free India 2 

The poor aie the voteis and the lich remain the 
looteis. 

What is the easiest way you suggest to become a 
? ich and popular man 2 

There are thiee ways of becoming rich: birth in 
a golden cradle, work hard and save or be a black- 
marketeer But to be popular, there is only one 
way: serve the people You can’t be both rich and 
popular m these days with millions staivmg. 

What does Indian democracy lack 2 
Just demociacy’ The rest of the tricks we have 
inherited 

Have you any faith m the UNO . 2 
Full faith m its failure r 

When is democracy undesirable 2 

When it is doled out by a power-crazy clique how- 
ever noble their general ideals. 
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What is a fair deal in politics? 

That l s one field In which you never have a fair 
deaL 

What are the political leaders generally fond of? 

Politics and power* And more politics and more 
power ! It is an endless thirst 

Should t comen take part in politics? 

They should, to prevent our politicians from stray 
ing Do you know that we find many doctors in 
their rooms because of the nurses and not because 
of the patients? 

Why are spiders not caught in their own webs? 
Only politicians fall In their own traps. 

We hear thousands of rupees being spent on statues 
What’s the use? Cant that money be utilized for the 
poor and starving? 

In a country like India the poor and starving 
are endless and eternal and we cannot but immor 
talixe the memory of politicians In bronze and 
marble for bequeathing to us this endless queue of 
hungry people through ages. 

Why dont you become a political leader? 

Perish the thought I Haven t we enough murder 
ers let loose in this ancient land of Buddha and 
Gandhiji? 

What happens when ethics begin to intrude on 
politics? 

We pay for the bullets that kill us. 

If there is no poor there will be no rich. What ten'll 
be there then? 



280 


GREY DUST 


The Communist* 

What do you think of the new Jewish state of 
Is i ael 9 

It deprives the Jews of their universality and 
turns them into big fiogs m a small well With the 
establishment of Isiael, the Jew loses his world 
citizenship. 

What are the nghts and pnvileges, duties and res- 
ponsibilities of a political pai ty m powei 9 

The party has all the rights and privileges but 
the duties and responsibilities are thrust on the 
people. 

Define in youi own woids what is democracy 9 

It is a circus of men and brutes, all harnessed 
togethei for a popular performance 

What is UNO 9 

An international gymnasium for training vocal 
cords 

Is it nght on the pait of students to enter poli- 
tics 9 

It is utterly wiong for students to meddle with 
politics at an age which should be entirely devoted 
to education Politics is a game for mature minds 
and not for overgrown school boys 

Do politicians have a sense of humour 7 

People who are self-righteous and hyper-sensitive 
to criticism miss the relaxation of humour 

Is it inadvisable to wnte about politics 9 

If you write against the party m power you invite 
trouble Politicians m power don’t like criticism. 
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Our white-capped leaders proclaim from house tops 
that India has got a secular government Will you 
please tell me who asked for a secular government ? 

No one! Thats whj wc have it Even God 
doesn t give us what we oak for Then what can > ou 
expect of politicians? 

Must we use om freedom caie fully? 

Our ministers ore already doling it out as medi 
cine these dajs — in -small doses. 

What are morals in the hands of a Communist ? 
One more argument for revolution. 

I thtnk that modem politicians are penny wise and 
pound foolish? 

The pity is that both the penny and the pound 
belong to the people. 

Can you suggest some work for which no capital 
necessary and which at the same time will bring a 
good return? 

Be a politician You need only a good throat 

What i s your opinion about the doctrine of non 
violence f 

It Is a religion to the individual but suicide for 
a nation. 

Vtty xs red used for danger ? 

Probably because it is the colour Communists like. 
Which can avert war U^J 0 or Atom Bomb? 

Nothing can avert war The UNO is a 
camouflage for talking and misleading while the 
Atom Bomb is a direct incentive. The white man’s 
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greed for power will ultimately destroy the world 
unless the white man himself is destroyed. 

What do you think about the daughters of Indian 
ambassador s abroad? Do you think they serve any 
useful purpose 7 

They pose for photographs, popularize Indian 
sans and make a mess of state politics. 

What is your opinion about the growing tendency to 
rename cities and streets 7 

Early hysteria of fieedom 1 , 

When shall commercial interest be patriotic 7 

When the State gets into business. 

Would you like to go to UNO as an Indian dele- 
gate 7 

I have no words to waste. I can still sell them. 

Whom do you prefer an educated and intelligent 
city man or illiterate but trusting villager 7 

An intelligent man becomes a socialist while an 
illiterate villager remains a Congress voter. 

What is the most acceptable form of hypocrisy 7 

Politics, m which words aie hollow and smiles 
are flat 

Why is India so utterly fnendless m the interna- 
tional field 7 

A nation m the infancy of its freedom waves its 
ideals with childish enthusiasm which old sinners 
don’t relish 

What is meant by democracy 7 
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Democracy has different meanings In different 
climes. It is a dollar dance in America, Marshall 
Plan in Europe, McArthur in Japan and white- 
capism in India. 

If capitalism is to be rooted out from India what 
will the Birlas and Dalmtas do? 

They will capitalize even Communism and still 
be In the forefront of events. 

IPouid Gandhiji have been so popular had he died 
a natural death ? 

The manner of Gandhiji * death put the mart* Jr's 
crown on his great life and gave his death the im- 
mortal significance of a new birth. 

How ta goondaism related to polities t 
Politics is licensed goondaism. 

Did Indians learn a lesson from Gandhi jVs simph 
city? 

Oh yes! The} gave him his scanty costume and 
proved to him that his simplicity has been the 
fashion of millions for centuries 

Is prohibition good ethics? 

Yes, but bad economics. 

Differentiate between Gandhiji and Jinnah? 

Gandhiji was the father of humanity Jinnah the 
father of Muslims. 

' What ts the real secret of Russia b toughness? 

The hunger of millions all over the world. 

Had Gandhiji any personality ? 

In his face was the hunger and anguish of millions. 
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A man whose face leflected millions must be 
having a divine personality 

What ai e the things which we Indians have leamit 
fiom the Buti-sheis daring 200 yeais of mile m India 2 

They have taught us communal hatied, petty 
jealousies and coiruption The British never 
brought their racial virtues to India They planted 
only their colonial vices 

What aie the mam points of difjeience betiueen 
Socialism and Communism 7 

Socialism is a shivenng philosophy half-way 
between Capitalism and Communism It is scaled 
of the led future and looks at the purple past with 
regi et 

If you will give a haid kick on the stomach of a 
hungiy man, will his appetite mciease oi subside ? 

He will sefe red That is how we are ci eating 
Communists, with kicks on hungiy stomachs 

What is the diffeience between a white khaddai cap 
and a red cap ? 

The white khaddar cap, because of its inherent 
non-violence, often gets dyed m its own blood. 

Is politics a game 7 

And what a game with every hit below the belt' 

In mew of your wide populamty why don't you 
become a politician 2 

I am too moral to be a successful politician and 
too immoral to be a good one 

Will U N 0 be able to maintain stable peace through- 
out the woild oi will it have the same fate as the 
League of Nations had ? 
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The U.N 0 la a mock show to provide the power 
politicians of the world a place to vomit their con 
science and then go home and pursue their greed 
Don t a number of people go to church and then 
come home and rob their neighbour? The UNO 
is the church for politicians. It will preach peace 
but never deliver it 

Why are politicians seldom good-looking? 

Dirty work and dirty thoughts don t create hand- 
some faces, 

is honesty in politics a virtue? 

A virtue that sometimes costs life. 

JV/io can raise a house on sand? 

The Jews have built a whole city on sand in 
Palestine. 

Do you think these popular ministers are actually 
popular? 

No minister can be completely popular as ruling 
is a thankless Job 

Bow long should our Nehru work fo i us day in and 
day out ? 

Till he Is taken to Rajghat to commune with hts 
Master Nehru Is not a politician, he is just a 
patriot and patriots work for their country even 
after death. 

What is the meaning of veto in the UJVO? 

It is an international rat trap for catching the 
rat and drowning it. 

Why are politicians fond of publicityt 
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Politicians can live for days without food but not 
a minute without publicity 

What is you') opinion about the future of U N.O? 

Do you know the famous story of a man who 
saved himself by lying as if dead when he met a 
bear 7 Well, the Bear is out hunting now 

Is politics a profession or a hobby 2 
It is a vice 

Can it be said that Britain quitted India m a fit of 
conscience 2 

Rulers have no conscience The British went out 
because they couldn’t hold India any longer. 

What is the difference between democracy and 
republic 2 

A republic is a French muddle while democracy is 
an American mess 

In India, what is the line of demarcation between 
a lawyer and a politician 2 

When the lawyer starts searching for glamour 
and garlands he becomes a politician 

Is there no God in Russia 2 
There is^ His name is Stalin 

Fifty years hence suppose a teacher asks a boy, 
“Who was Gandhiji”, what reply do you expect him 
to give 2 

India’s greatest revolutionary 1 He prepared 
Indians for freedom but they mistook it for license. 
He died three years before he was actually killed 
and his followers buried his memory m temples and 
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chanted hia name only when in political distress. 
They murdered even his memory 

Houj much time do you think t£ i mil take to establish 
economic stability tn India t 

We have been ruthlessly robbed by the British 
and It will take a very long time before we are able 
to find two daily meals for millions of hungry souls. 

What is a man 8 life without the co-operation of his 
wife f 

He usually becomes a politician to ruin other 
homes. 

Can you predict India a fate in the near future and 
far as years go byf 

Keep your eyes glued to the Khyber Pass India s 
future may travel through it 

Give me an example of a thought that would move a 
mountain t 

Pakistan 1 It moved the Khyber Pass miles away 
from us. 

WUl anybody marry in India and spend his honey 
moon in Pakistan t 

If he does he will lose the honey and keep waving 
the moon all his life. 

What happened to the government s idea of sending 
black marketeers for a donkey ndet 

Not enough donkeys to go round. 

Is the earth s centre of gravity at The Kremlin the 
White House or No 10 Downing Street f 
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The Kremlin, fiom which is trickling the lava that 
is discoloui mg the ciust oi our earth Watch out 
foi the final explosion. 

Diftei entiate a Conyi essite from a Socialist 7 

One has the bone, the other is balking for it. 
Both have the same pedigree 

What is yom opinion, as an impaituil cutic, about 
an aveiage fiee Indian 7 

A somnambulist walking in the dark dawn of 
fieedom gi oping for food 

If luwyeis a/e deban ed fiom politics, what will 
happen 7 

We shall have less talk and moie work 

Do you think fieedom has impioved the lot of the 
common man 7 

Of couise it has Now he dies a citizen of a fiee 
country be it fiom starvation, pestilence or piohi- 
bition Isn’t that bettei than death under the 
Butish boot 9 

What is political ambition 7 

Organize woikeis and expect them not to be 
Communists 

What is an election 7 

Mass suicide m which stupid ciowds elect tor 
their own funeral a few ciazy guys as pall beareis. 

Why don’t you think of Russia as an ideal state 7 

An ideal state does not interfere with the lives 
of other people 

How will you define diplomacy 7 
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Deep low and messy 

What is fashion and what ts dandyism? 

The white cap Is fashion In the streets but dandj- 
1 am in the ministerial circles. 

What do you know of politics? 

That my bread is embittered and sleep disturbed 
Iant that enough knowledge of politics 7 

Where is Russia? 

All over the world in prison and underground, 
entrenched In hungry stomachs and fanatic minds 

What is piohibitiont 

A grand funeral of the teetotallers with druu 
karda as pall bearers. 

Who shall ascend to heaven ? 

None but the dead go to heaven If at all there la 
a place like that, free of politics. 

Can an actor become a politician? 

No I But politicians make good actors. 

How are icars made ? 

With guns of greed and bullets of power 
Do t/ou like spinning t 

I consider It a waste of time to do some clumsy 
spinning m a machine age. It can, however be 
practised as a hobby or be useful for political show- 
manship 

Which is fair weather for politics? 

When there is storm in the hostile camp. 
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Can the clash of political doctrines be considered a 
disaster ? 

Every clash is an oppoifcumty, eveiy conflict a 
pieamble of new cieation 

Why should we have faith m God 2 

To escape fiom politicians who have burnt our 
homes to build their thi ones. 

Is Gandhiji’s sermon of non-violence suited to our 
aye 2 If not, why 2 

Because this is an age of brutes who have made 
stiength an mstiument of greed and ambition. 

What is the difference between democracy and 
hypocrisy 2 

Democracy is the hypociisy of the people that 
they aie lulmg themselves 

Why don’t Communists believe in God ? 

Because m God’s world millions die of starvation 

What is a smile to a politician ? 

A short punctuation to his duty designs 

What particular use is the UNO which has hardly 
any power to enforce its sanctions 7 

The human being is a funny creature He needs 
noise for all his acts He sci earns when he first 
slips into this world He plays a band when he 
takes a woman to bed and needs music when going 
to the grave, as if the dead can hear He uses tom 
toms for war and music for his prayers Can he 
theiefoie escape a noisy carnival pretending to 
forge peace? 
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Which ia the beat use to which a rotten egg can 
be putt 

Take it to the nearest political meeting 
What makes one a leader t 
A million dumb followers. 

What ts our Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel to you? 

The beat map-maker we have had in centuries. 
The last one was King Ramchandrn of Ayodhya 
and he ia worshipped as a god today 
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What do you. think would bo the ultimate form of 
the American bathing costume? 

A transparent fig leaf made of plastic. 

What did you think of the Statue of Liberty when 
w America? 

That is the most outraged woman I have seen in 
the world. Though she symbolizes liberty, equa- 
lity etc. she has no liberty Thousands take all 
kinda of liberties with her during the day and even 
during the night she has to go to bed with a couple 
of policemen. 

Did you ever show your generosity to any American 
beggar t 

Quite often but even the beggars there need a 
rupee to smile. 

Are there poor people in America too f 
Even the golden cupola of a temple throws a dark 
shadow in spite of all the gold in it and the God 
beneath it 

Did you dash against any divorced actress while t n 
America? 

I had to search for a married one. 



GREY DUST 


244 

What is the difference between the Indian and the 
American philosophy of life and love 2 

The American loves and lives, the Indian loves 
and dies, expecting to be born again 

Is ‘ lynching * in America a sign of democracy 2 

White democracy ? Democracy also has different 
shades, each shade distinct from the other . 

In your opinion , is Cl S A a democracy m the tme 
sense of the word 2 

Not at all* Democracy is merely an aigument m 
the USA It is a country where the 1 ich exploit 
the poor as heaitlessly as anywhere else In many 
of the so-called democratic states of America, the 
Negroes are not allowed to walk on the pavements 
with white men, nor travel m white men’s buses, noi 
enter white men’s hotels and restaurants nor at- 
tend white men’s cinema shows nor even use white 
men’s taxis They are segregated miles away fiom 
the mam town, m filthy and disease-i ldden areas 
In the state of Georgia, very recently an American 
Negro was shot dead by white men because he 
exercised his democratic right to vote Quite a few 
Negroes are lynched eveiy year because they com- 
mit the unpardonable crime of being seen with 
white women Even the Negro giaveyards are 
located miles and miles away from the white men’s 
resting places for fear of the black coloui percolat- 
ing through the earth and staining the white bodies 
lying m state The Red Indians, over 400,000 of 
whom are still living m America, aie treated worse 
than the Negroes They are compelled to live m 
desert reservations where nothing glows except 
tuberculosis They are permitted sheep farming 
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without providing grazing grounds. Their artistic 
talent is mercilessly exploited for making little sil 
ver tr ink ets which are sold as expensive souvenirs 
to tourists Their women are often raped by white 
men. The Red Indians have no voting rights even 

How did you Uke America f la 1 1 God a own country 
as they make t£ out to be? 

It is a country where the Church is on Industry 
with community chests full of dollars and God 
residing in palatial mansions. The numerous sects 
compete with one another in building churches and 
even small towns “have a dozen beautiful churches 
The young people sleep on Church Sundays till 
lunch hour and expect the old ones to go to Church 
but as there are no old ones in America (you can t 
call anyone old even at 75) the Churches get no 
attendance. People make up for this sin by contri 
buting lavishly to the Church funds and thus pro- 
vide the priesthood with a comfortable living The 
main religious divisions are Baptists Catholics, 
Orthodox, Lutheran Methodists, Presbyterians 
Jews, with innumerable “assemblies of God and 
“Churches of Christ apart from countless sub 
divisions of the main sects God is well advertised 
in America but the Atom Bomb Is also being made 
more dangerous. 

What was your most interesting experience in 
America t 

I saw people trading in death — people selling 
graves and offering their services as funeral direc 
tors to dispose of the human body Americans pay 
for both the items by Instalments while they live. 
If an American doesn t buy his grave during his 
lifetime, his dead body gets a pauper’s burial and 
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that is consideied a social stigma. Even m death 
these guys obseive social diffeiences And the citi- 
zens of this democracy laugh at the caste system m 
India while they themselves have separate giave- 
yards for the white Americans and Negroes 

Man has failed to secme woi Id peace Don’t you 
think woman by hei ven'-y nature is best suited foi 
the job ? 

If you meet the modern American woman the 
present world will look a paradise with man as its 
only angel 

American ladies are ciazy about Negioes How do 
you account for this ? 

Wheie did you get that 9 It sounds like the well- 
nursed myth about Parisian women being mad 
about Indians There is nothing in common between 
the white American woman and the Negio At best 
they hate each othei 

Is it oil alone that moulds the destinies of nations ? 

It has made Uncle Sam the godfather of the 
world 

What did you like most m America 7 

The man in the street 5 He is a friendly soul so 
long as you are not a Negro 

Are the American women more beautiful than the 
Indian ones ? 

I do not thmk so, though they weigh moie with 
enough to eat and drink Beauty is a product of 
long culture and America is too young a nation to 
have any culture or lacial characteristics So far 
it has been a - * dumping giound for refuse and 
refugees from other countries 
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What is your opmion of the average Yankee man 
and woman? 

Good friendlj folks living for fun and djing for 
dollars. 

What impressed you most tn the dollar land? 

The amount of food they burn and wasto to keep 
the prices up The Yankees throw out food and 
live on dollars. 

How do you find the behaviour of Americana to- 
wards Indians t 

The average white American is a well-behaved 
person till a Negro appears on the horizon. So long 
as the Indian is not mistaken for a Negro thero is 
always a Bmile for overy Indian 

When will our films be seen with admiration m 
America? 

Only when Indians are shown os riding on tigers, 
sleeping on elephants, climbing ropes and dressed 
in diamonds. 

Did you find slums and beggars m America on your 
reeent tour please? 

Plenty 1 The dollar land has Its disgraceful side 
like any other country I have seen tho poor sleep- 
ing on pavements after being driven out of public 
gardens. 

What can you say about the moral life of the 
Americans after your own experiences there f 

Americans are as moral or immoral as wo are 
or for that matter any other people ore. Human 
nature hardly varies in this respect. 
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Can you give you i impressions on marriages m 
USA J 

Honey, money and alimony 

When you visited USA last time did you go to 
Reno the ‘home of divorce and gambling 

I did and saw some pietty women with the ugly 
divorce look m their eyes and a eiowd of crazy men 
gambling their lives away It is a town where our 
white-capped mimsteis will die with their eyes 
bulging. 

Which is the land of plenty in this world 2 

America’ They have plenty to eat and plenty to 
burn t 

What do the Americans appreciate in us the most? 
The beautiful saris of our women 

Were there mosquitoes m America? 

Yes’ They are called waiters, bell-boys, eleva- 
tor boys, receptionists etc 

Are the Yankees fond of"horse racing ? 

Yankees are great gamblers They speculate 
even on the Communists 

Did you wear your dhotie during your sojourn in 
the United States of America 9 

I did so m my room but the American 'dhobie* 
called it a man’s saree After that description, I 
didn’t like my sex to be misunderstood m public 

What are your impressions of Amei lean customs 
and habits 9 
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Americana have no customs and habits. They 
have fashions and foibles. 

Describe an average American! 

A good hearted person worried about the next 
week-end holiday 

Is divorce a disease in America t 
They use it as a cure for marriage. 



